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International press comments positively:

The Belt and Road Imtlatlve 1S a SuCcess

On April 27", the curtain
falls on the Second Belt and
Road Forum for International
Cooperation, and the positive
comments from the international
press show that the world is full
of expectations for the Belt and
Road Initiative.

“This year’s Forum sends a
clear message: more and more
friends and partners will join
in Belt and Road cooperation,
and the cooperation will enjoy
higher quality and brighter pros-
pects.” Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s remarks at the press
conference of the forum reso-
nated with many foreign media.

The specific measures for
promoting high-quality Belt
and Road cooperation drew
intense attention from major
foreign media. Reuters noted

President Xi Jinping’s proposal
to be guided by the principle
of extensive consultation, joint
contribution and shared benefits,
act in the spirit of multilateral-
ism, pursue cooperation through
consultation and keep all partic-
ipants motivated. China has also
pledged to enter into negotiation
with more countries to con-
clude high-standard free trade
agreements, and strengthen
cooperation in customs, taxation
and audit oversight by setting
up the Belt and Road Initiative
Tax Administration Cooperation
Mechanism.

“China’s Belt and Road Ini-
tiative has attracted many core
EU countries such as Italy, and
the ancient Silk Road is quickly
reviving.” Neue Ziircher Zei-
tung also commented that China

Experts expressed their need to know more about the Belt‘énd Road
Initiative during the European Business Forum opened on May 6. (Xinhua)

is Switzerland’s largest trading
partner in Asia, and the Belt and
Road Initiative is without doubt
good for the country’s economic
development.

“As China promises to open
the Belt and Road to more inter-

national and private investors,
Western business centres led
by London are waiting in line
to participate in Belt and Road
projects,” Financial Times re-
ported on its website.

The Hindu pointed out on its

website that the global influence
of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
marks the arrival of a new, Asian-
led order, and India cannot afford to
exclude itself from this new order.

“The Belt and Road
Initiative is a success. The
well-functioning infrastruc-
ture can be a great impetus
to economic development.
It is making Africa, Central
Asia, Central America and
South-eastern Europe more
powerful,” Deutsche Welle
reported. “With the Belt and
Road Initiative, many coun-
tries are showing signs of
prosperity, which was unimag-
inable 10 years ago. No other
politician has inspired such
great hopes globally in the
past decades.” (People’s Daily
overseas edition)

COOPERATION

"Cooperation with China is an
mmportant opportunity for us"

In May 2018, the consortium
of the Shenzhen Stock Exchange
and the Shanghai Stock Exchange
reached a cooperation agreement
with the Dhaka Stock Exchange of
Bangladesh.

According to the agreement, the
Chinese consortium became a stra-
tegic investor of the Dhaka Stock
Exchange. In October 2018, the
Shenzhen Stock Exchange led five
companies listed on the Shenzhen
Stock Exchange and the Shanghai
Stock Exchange to Bangladesh to
connect with local companies and
discuss with major Bangladeshi
financial institutions to explore op-
portunities for greater cooperation
between the two countries.

“This has opened up vast space
for future cooperation between
the two countries in the capital
market,” said Rahman, general
manager of the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change, who has been engaged in
the financial industry for more than
40 years. “We are interested not
only in China’s sufficient funds but
also in its advanced technologies
and development experience.”

“My company is actively
preparing to list on the Dhaka

TRADE
Yunnan sees solid trade growth

with B&R countries in Q1

Stock Exchange. Like many other
Bangladeshi companies, we hope
to strengthen cooperation with
China in the financial sector,” said
Shameem Ahsan, chairman of
E-Generation and former president
of the Bangladesh Association of
Software and Information Services.

“We are very lucky. Cooper-
ation with China is an important
opportunity for us,” said Anis
A. Khan, Managing Director
and CEO of Mutual Trust Bank.
Bangladesh, a good neighbour
of China, is implementing a “go
east” strategy. The Belt and Road
construction is in full swing in both
China and Bangladesh, and the
financial cooperation between the
two countries is already in the fast
lane.

Today, thanks to the extensive
cooperation between the two coun-
tries, China has become Bangla-
desh’s largest source of overseas
direct investment. All the Chinese
and Bangladeshi institutions in-
volved in financial cooperation
hope to contribute to the Belt and
Road construction through prag-
matic cooperation.

(People’s Daily)

Two men talk business in border fair in west Yunnan's Ruil, a city on the

Chinese side of China—Myanmar border line.

Southwestern China’s Yunnan
province saw year-on-year foreign
trade growth of 5 percent with coun-
tries along the Belt and Road in the
first quarter of 2019.

The border province’s total
foreign trade volume with Belt and
Road countries rose to 35.12 billion
yuan (5.72 billion US dollars) in QI,
said the province’s Department of
Commerce.

Yunnan saw the fastest trade
growth with Iraq, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan,
with petroleum, sulfur and ore the
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most imported goods and textiles,
mechanical and electrical products as
the most exported goods.

Statistics show that trade with
ASEAN countries made up a large
share of its total foreign trade volume
in Q1, with Myanmar, Vietnam,
Laos, Thailand and Cambodia con-
tributing the most.

Bordering Vietnam, Laos and
Myanmar, Yunnan has accelerated
economic and trade cooperation with
countries along the Belt and Road,
and southeast Asian countries in re-
cent years. (Xinhua)

ODE TO 70 YEARS

48 counties in Yunnan lifted out of poverty

Editor’s note: The year
2019 marks the 70th anniversa-
ry of the founding of the People s
Republic of China. Starting from
this issue, we continue publish-
ing a column called “Ode to 70
years” to help you understand
the earth-shaking changes that
have taken place in New China.

On April 30", the Yunnan
Provincial Party Committee
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and the Yunnan Provincial
Government jointly held a press
conference, announcing that 33
poverty-stricken counties (cities,
districts) in the province have
been lifted out of poverty ac-
cording to on-site evaluation by
third-party agencies. So far, 48
poverty-stricken counties (cities,
districts) in the province have
shaken off poverty cumulative-
ly, accounting for 54.5 percent

of the provincial total. Such
progress is basically keeping
pace with the national progress,
laying a solid foundation for a
complete victory against poverty
by 2020. Here, children from
Dulong ethnic group in Yun-
nan are learning computer
skills. Dulong people had also
been lifted out of poverty as a
whole in 2018.

(Xinhua)

Kunming Airport
launches Belt and Road Lane

BY ZU0 CHAO

The Belt and Road Lane
officially opened to incoming
and outgoing passengers at 10
o’clock, on April 28 in Kunming
Changrui International Airport
(Kunming Airport for short).
It is expected that the lane will
provide more conveniences
for people from Belt and Road
countries who enter and leave
China via Kunming Airport.

As a gateway airport of
China to connect South and
Southeast Asia, Kunming
Airport has been playing im-
portant roles in promoting the
“Belt and Road” Construction.
By the end of 2018, it oper-
ated air routes to 35 cities in
five South Asian countries and
ten Southeast Asian countries,
making itself the airport in
China with the most air routes
to South and Southeast Asia.

On April 28, the day right
after the conclusion of the Sec-
ond Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation held
in Beijing from April 25 to 27,

these airports and land ports.

Since the “Belt and Road”
Initiative was proposed by
China in 2013, more and more
Chinese citizens have trav-
elled abroad and the country
also has received an increas-
ing number of foreigners. In
Kunming Airport, the number
of incoming and outgoing pas-
sengers increases year by year,
with the highest increasing rate
0f 28.02%. In 2018, the airport
served four million incoming
and outgoing passengers.

Chinese National Immigration
Administration opens the Belt
and Road Lane in 12 airports
and six land ports. The airports
include those in Kunming,
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou,
Xiamen, Shenzhen, Chengdu,
Urumgqi, Chongqing, Zheng-
zhou, Xi’an and Quanzhou.
The lane is launched for the
convenience of people from
Belt and Road countries to go
through customs and immigra-
tion inspection process when
they leave and enter China via
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Apassenger passes through the Belt and Road Lane.
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A visit to Ailaoshan Forest
Ecosystem Research Station

BY CHEN SANJUAN

On April 11", we came to the
Ailaoshan Subtropical Forest
Ecosystem Research Station of
the Chinese Academy of Scienc-
es (the Ailaoshan Ecosystem Sta-
tion) and joined the experts on a
tour of the subtropical evergreen
broad-leaved forest.

“Here it is about 2,500 meters
above the sea level. The annual
average humidity is 88 percent,
the annual average temperature is
11.6 degrees Celsius, and the rainy
season lasts all year round. It is wet
and cold in summer, so we wear
thick clothes when working in the
forest. At night, we warm ourselves
by fire at the station,” an engineer
of the Ailaoshan Ecosystem Station
told us.

Fan Zexin, a researcher and
head of the Ailaoshan Ecosystem
Station, seemed unaffected by
the cold. In high spirit, he took
us to an area where there were
many transparent boxes and oth-
er devices, and told us that a soil
warming test was ongoing.

In 2010, to study the impact
of global climate change on
the decomposition of organic
matters in soil in the subtropical
evergreen broad-leaved forest,
the Ailaoshan Ecosystem Sta-
tion introduced at its own cost
this automatic soil warming
and respiration monitoring sys-
tem. For the first time in China,
the researchers used the active
warming and automatic soil res-
piration monitoring and control
experiments in researching the
forest ecosystems.

The Ailaoshan Ecosystem
Station is located in the northern

section of the Ailaoshan Nature
Reserve in Jingdong County,
Yunnan Province. It was estab-
lished in 1981 as part of the Key
Laboratory of Tropical Forest
Ecology of Xishuangbanna Trop-
ical Botanic Garden, the Chinese
Academy of Sciences. It joined
the China Ecosystem Research
Network (CERN) in 2002 and
became a national field scientific
observation and research station
in 2005.

According to Fan Zexin,
the researchers from home and
abroad have long carried out sci-
entific research at the Ailaoshan
Ecosystem Station. They have
published a large number of
academic papers and obtained
a large quantity of basic data
on water, soil, atmosphere and
biology in China’s subtropical
evergreen broad-leaved forest
ecosystems. Today, the station
has become an open, internation-
al base for academic exchanges.

Besides monitoring and re-
search, testing and demonstra-
tions are also an important part
of the researchers’ work at the
Ailaoshan Ecosystem Station. In
recent years, they have collabo-
rated with the Jingdong Manage-
ment and Protection Bureau of
the Ailaoshan Nature Reserve in
spreading ecological knowledge
to the public. Their diverse pop-
ular science activities have cov-
ered more than 50,000 teachers
and students in some 30 primary
and middle schools in Jingdong
County. In 2018, the China So-
ciety of Forestry recognised the
Ailaoshan Ecosystem Station as
a National Popular Science Base
on Forestry.

Water replaced two times
m Dianchi Lake

A Panoramlc view of the Dlanch| Lake Photo by Zhang Tong

3.041 billion cubic meters
of water has been channeled into
Dianchi Lake since the Niulan
River to Dianchi Lake Water
Diversion Project was put into
operation in 2013, according to
news released recently by Kun-
ming Municipal Water Authority.
It means that the water in Dian-
chi Lake, which has a storage
capacity of 1.5 billion cubic me-
ters, has been replaced for two
times, contributing a lot to the
improvement of the water quality
of the lake.

Located in the southwestern
suburb of Kunming, the Dianchi
Lake is the largest of the “nine
plateau lakes” in Yunnan. By late
1980s, the water quality in Dian-
chi Lake began to deteriorate. At
its worst, the lake was even listed
as one of the most polluted of its
kind in China.

In the past 30-plus years,

Yunnan has taken a series efforts
to improve the water quality
of Dianchi Lake. They include
formulating and promulgating
protection rules and regulations,
implementing river chief sys-
tem, building sewage and waste
water treatment plants, restoring
shoreline wetlands, launching
the Niulan River to Dianchi Lake
Water Diversion Project and oth-
ers. Last year, the water quality
in the lake rose to grade IV, the
best in the recent 30 years.

Accordingly, the Niulan River
to Dianchi Lake Water Diversion
Project is a large-size project of
Yunnan to optimize the alloca-
tion of waster resources. Its main
function is to replenish water for
Dianchi Lake so as to improve
the water quality and ecological
environment. It also has the ca-
pability to supply water for Kun-
ming in emergencies.



