
FRIDAY  MAY 24, 2019

zuyndaily@163.com

CDAC

The 2019 South and South-
east Asia Commodity Expo and 
Investment Fair (SSACEIF) will 
make 5G technologies visible 
and see more displays regarding 
digital economy, said a presser in 
Kunming, Yunnan province on 
May 15.

With the 2019 SSACEIF to 
open in Kunming less than one 
month later on June 12, Yunnan 
is gearing up for the coming 
grand fair, and the exhibits from 
Pakistan, India and other coun-
tries are said to be arriving in the 
spring city soon.

With the theme of “gathering 
in the forefront and co-building 
a powerhouse of opening-up 
for common development”, the 
SSACEIF will cover an exhibi-
tion area of 170,000 square me-
ters.

Around 7,500 booths will 
be set up in 17 pavilions at this 
year’s trade fair, including the 
Pavilion of Culture and Tour-
ism, the Southeast Asia Pavil-
ion, the South Asia Pavilion, the 
Pavilion of Other Countries, and 
others.

Of these, the Pavilion for Belt 
and Road (B&R) Investment 
and Cooperation, the Pavilion 
of Green Energy, the Pavilion of 
Green Food, the Pavilion of For-
est Eco-product, and the digital 
Yunnan exhibition area belong to 
the new ones this year. 

The Yunnan area will provide 
visitors with 5G network experi-
ences, focusing on the “Travel in 
Yunnan” app and other apps that 
allow people to buy Yunnan teas 
and access government service 
on line.

The B&R investment and 
cooperation pavilion will show 
Yunnan’s active service and 
integration into the Belt and 
Road Initiative in recent years. 
The province aims to be China’s 
pivot of opening up to South and 
Southeast Asia, and the B&R pa-
vilion is expected to be a major 
platform to facilitate internation-
al investment activities at the 
SSACEIF.

Around 1,500 volunteers for 
the SSACEIF will be recruited 
from 16 universities and commu-
nities in Kunming. All of them 
will go through strict training 
sessions in late May. 

Quzonggong, literally a place 
where two rivers meet, is locat-
ed in the northernmost area of 
Baima Snow Mountain National 
Nature Reserve. Now, in May, 
it is getting verdant after a long 
cold winter. 

“Here we have not only Yun-
nan snub-nosed monkeys but 
also leopards,” said our guide 
Tibu, a ranger of the Baima 
Snow Mountain National Nature 
Reserve.

Along the way, the rivers, 
meadows and forests were serene 
and peaceful, and we occasion-
ally saw monkeys jumping from 
branch to branch. “Many people 
live in the vast nature reserve 
and the roads extend in all di-
rections, increasing difficulty of 
protection,” said Tibu. In Qu-
zonggong, there used to be fewer 
than a dozen rangers. Patrolling 
on foot, they could only cover a 
small area every day.

In 2011, the nature reserve 
began to adopt infrared cameras 
to monitor the roads where there 
are dense vegetation and more 
wildlife and human activities. 
Over the past seven years, with 
the help of infrared cameras, 
Tibu has captured images of 
a variety of wildlife and their 
activities. He has even taken 

some photos and videos of rare 
animals such as sambar deer and 
leopards for the first time.

The activities of leopards and 
other national first-class protect-
ed animals in the nature reserve 
indicate that the protection of 
wildlife has been improving 
here. “The technology helps, but 
we must rely on the public to 
prevent poaching.” In Cikatong, 
Tibu and his colleagues help the 
villagers do farm work in their 
spare time and lend hands to the 
needy. Here the villagers live on 
separate hills. Albeit it takes a 
long time to go from one hill to 
another, Tibu never turns down 
the request of any villager and is 
almost always on the mountain 
road. 

In the past five years, he has 
paid over 5,000 visits to the 
villagers’ houses, helping them 
raise domestic animals in a sci-
entific manner and solve other 
problems for them. 

“Tibu is so kind. How can I 
have the heart to poach?” said a 
villager by the name of Dengba. 
Thanks to Tibu’s efforts, poach-
ing and illegal logging reduced 
significantly in Cikatong. Now 
most of the villagers treat the 
nature reserve as their own home 
and actively improve the local 
living conditions and ecosys-
tems. 

Civilizations are not destined 
to clash. Rather, they can co-ex-
ist in harmony.

Conflict is usually born out 
of people’s inability to appre-
ciate the beauty of differences. 
Some Western politicians who 
have a hard time believing this 
may look for help from Asian 
wisdom.

The idea that various civili-
zations can live in harmony is 
a point repeatedly stressed at 
the ongoing Conference on Di-
alogue of Asian Civilizations.

At its opening ceremony on 
March 15, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping called for discarding ar-
rogance and prejudice, deepening 
the understanding of differences 
in civilizations, and advancing 
inter-civilizational exchanges 
and dialogue.

That is the recipe for the peace-
ful co-existence of civilizations.

The Chinese, for example, 
have long come to appreciate the 
wisdom of “harmony without 
uniformity.”

Throughout its long history, 
China has welcomed the entry of 

ancient Greek and Roman civi-
lizations and Mediterranean civ-
ilization, as well as Buddhism, 
Islam and Christianity. They 
were sinicized and blended into 
Chinese civilization. No clash 
of civilizations or religious wars 
broke out.

That proves the “clash of civ-
ilizations” argument is unfound-
ed.

Asia has witnessed many 
ancient civilizations appear and 
thrive over the past millennia. 
Today, the continent still proudly 
maintains its distinct diversity 
and nurtures all civilizations, eth-
nic groups and religions within a 
big Asian family. Asian countries 
are widely expected to continue 
to respect and trust each other, 
increase exchanges, and jointly 
maintain peace.

Recognizing differences does 
not prevent a country from living 
peacefully with others. Civiliza-
tions are not destined to clash, 
but they are destined to swim or 
sink together as all are members 
of the same global village.

(Xinhua)

     Asia is the birthplace of many ancient 
civilizations. Over thousands of years, the 
distinctive customs and civilizations in Asia 
have been passed down and blended to 
form a colourful world. The Conference 
on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations boasts 
many diversified events. 
    The upper photo shows that students 
from The Central Academy of Drama, 
China performs Beijing Opera during the 
opening ceremony of the Asia Theatre 
Education Centre 11th International Forum. 
The right one shows an Indian chef 
cooking a roti prata at Asian Food Festival.  
                                                           (Xinhua)

Editor’s note: The Barapuku 
Ria coal-fired power plant, built by 
China National Machinery Import 
& Export Corporation (CMC) in 
north-western Bangladesh, is the 

first modern coal mine and coal-
fired power plant in the country. In 
the next few weeks, we will devote 
three issues to the stories of China 
and Bangladesh joining hands in 

the Belt and Road Initiative. And 
this issue will take our readers on 
a tour of the Barapuku Ria coal-
fired power plant. 

The coal mine covers 4.2 hect-
ares. In its middle are main and 
auxiliary wellheads surrounded 
by conveyors and yards, and the 
proprietor’s office building, power 
distribution room and Chinese ex-
pert apartments are in the vicinity. 
The whole mine is beautiful with-
out any coal dust. Fruit trees and 
flowers are everywhere.

According to data from the 
Bangladeshi Ministry of Energy, 
the five regions of north-western 
Bangladesh have 3.3 billion tons 
of proven coal reserves. In 1994, 
to exploit the coal resources, the 

CMC and Bangladeshi oil, gas 
and mining companies signed a 
194.9 million US dollar contract 
concerning the Barapuku Ria coal 
mine. Now they have completed 
the coal mine after more than 10 
years of hard work.

 “This is the only large-scale 
modern coal production base in 
Bangladesh. It has changed the 
energy structure of our country,” 
said head of the Barapuku Ria 
coal mine. The coal mine has 
been in operation for 14 years and 
has cumulatively produced more 
than 10 million tons of coal for 
Bangladesh. Today, the coal mine 
employs some 1,200 local workers 
and has so far created 6,000 jobs 
for the local community. “At that 

time, many countries wanted to 
build this project. But it has been 
proven that Chinese friends are 
really helping us,” the head said 
emotionally.

While helping build the coal 
mine, the Chinese company 
also teaches local people to op-
erate it. Since 2005, according 
to Zhang Hui, deputy director 
of SINOMEC’s First Business 
Division, the CMC and Xuzhou 
Coal Mining Group Corporation 
(XMC) has signed contracts with 
the Barapuku Ria Coal Mining 
Company Limited on coal produc-
tion, involving USD 850 million 
and indirectly creating tens of 
thousands of jobs for the locals. 

(People’s Daily)
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In a world with cultural ten-
sions, this is a vital message, 
expert says

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
said in a speech at the Con-
ference on Dialogue of Asian 
Civilizations(CDAC) in Beijing 
on May 15 that countries should 
treat each other as equals to en-
sure the peaceful coexistence of 
civilizations and jointly build a 
community with a shared future 
for Asia and all of humanity.

Colin Mackerras, an emeritus 
professor at Australia’s Griffith 
University, said, “I appreciate 
the idea Xi proposed that all civ-
ilizations are equal.” Mackerras 
added that he agreed with the 
idea that civilizations should be 
open to one another and learn 
from one another, which he said 
is the key to development.

Stephen Perry, chairman of 
the United Kingdom’s 48 Group 
Club, said Xi’s speech recon-
firmed the purpose of building 
a community of a shared future 
for mankind.

“It is a concept that is starting 
at home, in Asia, with the con-
tinent being asked to be the first 
step in building a global com-
mitment to working in a spirit of 
collegiality for sustainable Asian 
economic development and 
global economic development. 
The speech calls for a recog-
nition that differences are fine 

and the collection of cultures, 
histories and societies forms a 
wonderful rainbow,” Perry said.

Xi raised a four-point pro-
posal to consolidate the “cul-
tural foundation” of jointly 
building a community with 
a shared future for Asia and 
humanity: treating each other 
with respect and as equals; 
appreciating the beauty of all 
civilizations; adhering to open-
ness, inclusiveness and mutual 
learning; and keeping pace 
with the times.

Referring to the four ideas, 
Kanti Bajpai, director of Centre 
on Asia and Globalisation at the 
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy, National University of 
Singapore, said the key themes 
are the necessity of openness, 

inclusivity, equality and respect 
as these are not only vital for 
prosperity and development, but 
also for peace and stability.

“Xi made the important point 
that culture is as important as 
the economy and technology for 
mankind,” Bajpai said, adding 
that “the most impressive part 
of his speech was the insistence 
that all civilizations have con-
tributed to human progress and 
that openness and diversity pro-
mote learning and development.

In a world where there are 
cultural tensions and calls for 
putting up walls, this is a vital 
message,” Bajpai said.

The conference comes at a 
time when some countries have 
resorted to the “clash of civi-
lizations” argument as well as 

turning to bullying, unilateralism 
and an inward-looking mentali-
ty.

Hirotake Ran, an East Asia 
studies professor at Musashino 
University in Tokyo, said the 
Xi-proposed conference is high-
ly relevant in the current politi-
cal environment.

“Protectionism is back in his-
tory again. In this context, Xi’s 
call for dialogue among civiliza-
tions is of epoch-making signif-
icance. It is also a wise response 
to the current international polit-
ical situation,” Ran said.

Kevin Hobgood-Brown, 
managing director of the non-
profit Foundation for Australian 
Studies in China, said cultural 
ties are critical to maintaining 
long-term relations between 

countries.
“When societies are closed 

and inward-looking, they strug-
gle to develop. When they are 
open and interactive with other 
societies and cultures, they de-
velop and evolve. The dynamic 
development of Asia has been a 
good example of this phenome-
non,” Hobgood-Brown said.

Asia, with around two-thirds 
of the world’s population, is a 
major birthplace of civilization 
and home to vibrant cultures. 
There are 47 countries and more 
than 1,000 ethnic groups on the 
continent.

Asians expect a peaceful, 
stable, open and integrated con-
tinent with common prosperity, 
Xi said.

(China Daily)
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Left: Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations. 
Right: Xi Jinping and his wife Peng Liyuan attend the opening ceremony of Asian Culture Carnival, together with leaders from other countries.  (Xinhua)                                                                                                     


