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BELT AND ROAD

Editor’s note: This year 
marks the 70th anniversary of 
the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China. In this issue, 
we continue publishing a column 
called “Ode to 70 years” to help 
you understand the earth-shak-
ing changes that have taken 
place in New China.

This year marks the 40th an-
niversary of the establishment 
of the China Arbour Day. De-
cades on, China has achieved 
remarkable results in foresta-
tion, ranking first in the world in 

terms of both the area of planted 
forests and the contribution 
to global greenery expansion. 
China will continue to green its 
land on large scale according 
to local conditions and promote 
the greening of both urban and 
rural areas. It will strive to im-
prove the living environment 
for the people, develop a green 
economy, strengthen forest 
management and protection, and 
green its land in a high-quality 
manner.

 (People’s Daily)

Located in west Yunnan, Xi-
meng Wa Autonomous County 
is famous for its colorful ethnic 
cultures. In recent years, the gov-
ernment has enhanced its support 
for the protection and develop-
ment of local cultures. In Yan-
gluo Village, Mengsuo Township 
of the county, handicraft industry 
booms. The government set 
up the “Ximeng Impression” 
Ethnic Handmade Costumes 
and Decorations Experiencing 
Center where creative trainings 
are offered to improve local 
Wa people’s brocade weaving 
and embroidering skills. Now, 
the handmade Wa ethnic bro-

cades like costume decorations, 
shawls, blankets are sold in both 
domestic and foreign markets. 
These efforts have helped create 
more jobs for local villagers, and 
increase their income.  

Wa ethnic brocade is popular 
for its beautiful patterns and fine 
craftsmanship. The contents of 
these patterns include mountains, 
rivers, villages, forests, grass and 
flowers, birds and beasts, sing-
ing and dancing, living scenes, 
religious rituals, totems, customs 
etc. They show the spiritual pur-
suit of Wa people, often leaving 
lasting impressions on custom-
ers.                                 (Xinhua)

Huawei Technologies (Ban-
gladesh) Limited donated phys-
iotherapy equipment to a Bangla-
deshi vocational training center 
for special children on May 23. 

The program was arranged by 
the PFDA-Vocational Training 
Center and Huawei Technolo-
gies (Bangladesh) Limited. The 
donation ceremony was inaugu-
rated by the Bangladeshi Social 
Welfare Minister Nuruzzaman 
Ahmed as the chief guest in pres-
ence of Sajida Rahman Danny, 
chairman of PFDA-Vocational 
Training Center and Huawei offi-
cials.

Through this event, Huawei 
has officially handed over Ultra 
Sound therapy, Ultra red radi-
ation, Short wave diathermy, 
Short wave diathermy, Electri-
cal muscle stimulator, Traction 
machine (Pelvic and cervical 
traction) with bed and other 
equipment to PFDA-Vocational 

Training Center.
These equipment will help 

this institute as well as the stu-
dents to take immediate physical 
aids in emergencies, said Huawei 
in a statement. Students will get 
necessary physiotherapy for their 
wellbeing.

The social welfare minister 
said “To help the special chil-
dren, both public and private 
organizations should work hand 
in hand. And today, Huawei and 
PFDA-Vocational Training Cen-
ter are setting a great example 
with that inspiration.”

Zhang Zhengjun, CEO of 
Huawei Technologies (Bangla-
desh) Limited, said in his open-
ing speech that “We care the de-
velopment of local communities. 
In light of the special conditions 
and needs of Bangladesh, Hua-
wei has come up with the topic 
for its social responsibility activ-
ities in the country.”       (Xinhua)

Dragon Boat Festival is a traditional holiday observed annually over 2,000 years in China to commemorate 
Qu Yuan (340-278 BC), an ancient Chinese patriotic poet. During the festival, various folk activities are held, 
including dragon boat races and eating Zong zi, a pyramidal leaf-wrapped package filled with glutinous rice 
and other ingredients. This year, the festival fell on May 7. Here, International students from Jiangsu University 
try making Zongzi at a community in Zhenjiang City, east China's Jiangsu Province, June 2.                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                 Photo from Xinhua

With the last set of train 
tracks placed on May 27, the 
high-speed railway (HSR) 
between Chengdu, Sichuan 
Province and Guiyang, Guizhou 
Province has reached Zhengx-
iong County in northeast Yun-
nan’s Zhaotong City.

At noon that day, more en-
gineering vehicles approached 
the construction site, and railway 
builders kicked off their celebra-
tion. The vehicles carried rails 
that could be as long as hundreds 
of meters.

The entire track-laying project 
between Chengdu and Guiyang 
is planned to be accomplished by 
August 30, and high-speed trains 
will be in operation by the end of 
2019, after a number of testing.

This means that not only 
Zhengxiong and its neighboring 
Weixin County, but also the Zha-
otong City as a whole, will enter 
a new era of bullet trains by then.

With a total length of 632.6 
kilometers, the Chengdu-Gui-
yang railroad is constructed and 
run by stages. 

The line between Chengdu to 
Leshan in Sichuan province was 
accomplished in 2014, and con-
struction of the Leshan-Guiyang 
section was launched in Decem-
ber 2013.

Passing numerous cities and 
prefectures, the 515-kilometer 
railway terminates at Guiyang-

dong Railway Station, with a 
designed speed of 250 km/h. 
The track-laying is undertaken 
by China Railway Construction 
Group (CRCG).

When it’s completed, the 
Chengdu-Guiyang railway will 
link up the Yunnan, Sichuan and 
Guizhou provinces, which can 
be better connected to the Yang-
tze river delta and the Pearl river 
delta. 
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An industry report urged 
infrastructure investors and 
contractors with a long-term 
vision to expand in emerging 
markets and set up a diver-
sified investment portfolio to 
minimize the impact of the 
United States government’s 
unilateral and protectionist 
policies.

Investors and contractors in 
the infrastructure industry should 
fully evaluate the impact of US 
trade protectionism which has se-
riously hampered the process of 
economic globalization, the Belt 
and Road Infrastructure Develop-
ment Index Report 2019 said on 
May 30.

“The US unilateralism has dis-
rupted the global economic, trade 
and investment environment, and 
the uncertainty of international 
infrastructure cooperation has 
increased,” said Fang Qiuchen, 
chairman of the China Interna-
tional Contractors Association.

The US moves will have sig-
nificant direct impact on interna-
tional business, especially foreign 
trade and investment in emerging 

economies, for a long time in the 
future, the report said.

The report was released on 
May 30 at the 10th International 
Infrastructure Investment and 
Construction Forum. The China 
International Contractors Asso-
ciation and China Export and 
Credit Insurance Corp came up 
with the annual report.

To resolve difficulties caused 
by US policies, Fang called on 
companies to continue boosting 
the quality and efficiency of 
infrastructure projects they take 
part in through the BRI econo-
mies.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of seeking win-win partner-
ships and obeying local laws and 

regulations to deliver sustainable 
infrastructure projects in those 
markets.

Wa n  B i n g n a n ,  C h i n e s e 
vice-minister of commerce, said 
at the launch ceremony that 
China is willing to work with 
countries and regions around the 
world to build global partnerships 
and promote high-quality and 

sustainable infrastructure devel-
opment.

The Belt and Road Infrastruc-
ture Development Index, a key 
indicator of the prospects of BRI 
economies’ infrastructure sector, 
remains stable at 119 in 2019. 
The higher the index score, the 
better the prospects a country has 
in the infrastructure industry.De-
spite slightly declining by three 
points from last year, the 2019 in-
dex remains “at a relatively high 
level,” according to the Belt and 
Road Infrastructure Development 
Index Report 2019.

It indicates “good prospects” 
in the next two to three years for 
infrastructure development in 
countries and regions involved in 
the Belt and Road Initiative, Fang 
said.

The report predicted that 
infrastructure development can 
be uneven across several regions 
this year. Southeast Asia will 
maintain strong momentum in 
infrastructure development and 
ranks first among seven regions 
for the third consecutive year.              

                          (China Daily)

Infrastructure investment 
key to boosting globalization

A planted forest in Kunming, central Yunnan.            Photo by Zhang Yanchun 

Drawing patterns befere emboridering                                                      (Xinhua)
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Dragon Boat Festival celebrated

Workers are laying tracks.                                                        Photo by Xie Yi

Employees work on the China-Laos railway project in Kunming, Yunnan province, the starting point 
of the railway line under the Belt and Road Initiative.                                                                   (Xinhua)
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During the 2019 South and 
Southeast Asia Commodity Expo 
and Investment Fair in Kunming, 
the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences and the Yunnan provincial 
government will jointly host the 
Seventh China-South and South-
east Asia Think Tank Forum.

Preparations for the forum are 
progressing smoothly and the event 
is expected to host more than 100 
experts. Those scheduled to attend 
include 60 people from abroad, 47 
from provinces other than Yunnan, 
and 21 from the province itself. So 
far, the organizing committee has 
received 58 research papers sub-
mitted by domestic experts and 28 
from those overseas. 

 “The China-South and South-
east Asia Think Tank Forum 
will provide more advice for 

decision-making regarding the ac-
celeration of shared development 
between China and the countries 
of South and Southeast Asia. This 
also includes building a communi-
ty of shared destiny for mankind,” 
said Chen Lijun during a May 21 
interview. He is deputy dean and 
fellow at the Yunnan Academy 
of Social Sciences and the China 
(Kunming) South Asia and South-
east Asia Institute.

The think tank forum this year 
also includes six parallel forums 
created on the theme of "building a 
community of common destiny for 
China and the countries of South 
and Southeast Asia". The forum 
will highlight the concept of “think 
tank plus”. On the basis of “think 
tank plus experts”, it will promote 
the cooperation between "think 
tank plus companies” and “think 
tank plus media”. 

Kunming to host China-
South and Southeast Asia 

Think Tank Forum
BY WU PING
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Whether or not China and the 
United States can make progress in 
their trade negotiations largely de-
pends on the attitude and sincerity of 
the U.S. side, said China’s Ministry 
of Commerce (MOC) on May 30.

The consultations can continue 
only on the basis of equality and mu-
tual respect, MOC spokesperson Gao 
Feng said at a press conference.

The wrong practice by the U.S. 
side of escalating trade frictions and 
spreading them to other fields has 
seriously damaged the basis and 
atmosphere of the consultations, Gao 
said, noting that “the responsibility 
lies entirely with the U.S. side.”

As for some recent remarks made 
by the U.S. on the negotiations, Gao 
said that the information from the U.S. 
side has been somewhat inconsistent, 

which called into question its sinceri-
ty.

Gao said that China has always 
believed that cooperation is the only 
correct choice for China and the Unit-
ed States.

There are principles for cooper-
ation and a bottom line for consulta-
tion, he said.

“The Chinese side will never ac-
cept any agreement that undermines 
national sovereignty and dignity. Chi-
na will never give in on major issues 
of principle,” Gao said.

If an agreement is to be reached, 
the U.S. side needs to show its sin-
cerity, properly address the core con-
cerns raised by the Chinese side and 
continue consultations on the basis of 
equality and mutual respect, he said.

(Xinhua)

Progress in China-US trade 
talks largely depends on US 
attitude and sincerity: MOC 
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