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EXPO

Kunming Changshui Airport is 
now operating air routes to 34 cities 
in ten ASEAN nations and five South 
Asian countries. These include na-
tional capitals and major tourist cities, 
ranking first in China. 

 In 2018, according to statistics, 
the airport registered 359,487 take-
offs and landings, ranking fourth in 
China, a passenger throughput of 
47,088,140 people, ranking sixth in 
China and 35th in the world, and a 
cargo and mail throughput of 428,295 

tons, ranking eighth in China. 
The airport has been constantly 

extending its repertoire of air routes. 
In 2018, it opened 348 air routes, 
including 270 domestic, 74 inter-
national and four regional routes. 
Also, the airport has opened seven air 
routes for cargo transport connecting 
Kunming to Dhaka, Delhi, Mumbai, 
Hanoi, Madras, Bangalore and Kath-
mandu. The airport plans to open 
more air routes to connect Kunming 
with Seoul, Ho Chi Minh City, Yan-
gon, Karachi, Dubai and other cities 
in cargo transport.

Editor’s note: This year marks 
the 70th anniversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic of China. 
In this issue, we continue publish-
ing a column called “Ode to 70 
years” to help you understand the 
earth-shaking changes that have 
taken place in New China.

China’s high-speed railway 
network is the longest in the world, 
as well as boasting the largest 
construction scale and the highest 
speeds in the world. In the future, 
China will put into use freight bul-
let trains capable of speeds higher 
than 250 kilometres per hour, and 
smart passenger bullet trains with 
top speeds of 350 kilometres per 
hour. The country is developing 
bullet trains with different speed 
settings to meet the needs of dif-
ferent regions, while also building 
a network of eight vertical and 
eight horizontal high-speed railway 
lines. 

The China Railway Rolling 
Stock Corporation (CRRC) has led 
the way concerning research and 

development of the Fuxing series 
of bullet trains. The company 
possesses completely independent 
intellectual property rights for its 
world-class trains. 

On June 25th, 2017, the first 
Fuxing bullet trains went into oper-
ation, running between Beijing and 
Shanghai. By April 2018, they had 
expanded to 15 other cities above 
the provincial level in China. 

Additionally, China is also 
going to put into use a new type of 
smart passenger bullet trains run-
ning between Beijing and Zhang-
jiakou. These trains will adopt the 
Chinese-developed Beidou satellite 
navigation system for the first 
time. They will provide full WiFi 
coverage and run automatically at 
a world record high speed of 350 
kilometres per hour.

Before actually going into use, 
every Fuxing bullet train must 
run 600,000 kilometres without 
passengers. Such a distance is 15 
times the Earth’s circumference at 
the equator.            (People’s Daily)

In November 2018, a video of 14-year-old Cambodian teenager Thuch Salik selling souvenirs near Angkor 
Wat using a dozen different languages went viral on the Internet. Impressed by the boy's excellent language 
skills, a Chinese private educational institute offered to help him attend school. In mid-May, thanks to a BRI-
themed educational programme for international students first begun by this institute, Thuch Salik began to 
study at the Hailiang Foreign Language School in Zhuji in eastern China's Zhejiang province. The school will 
also provide additional financial support for Shari's further education in the years to come. The photo here 
shows Thuch Salik (middle) learns via computer with his classmates. (Xinhua)
.                                                                                

Editor’s Note: In recent years, 
as new economic drivers replace 
traditional ones and former pillar 
industries constantly upgrade 
themselves, Yunnan has cultivated 
flourishing emerging industries 
and overseen the steady growth 
of industrial economic activities. 
Starting from this issue, we will de-
vote three issues to Yunnan’s high 
quality development. 

As China’s economy shifts 
from high-speed growth to 
high-quality development, the 
provinces in the country begin to 
adjust their economic structure 
and development direction from a 
global perspective. 

In early 2018, Yunnan defined 
three priorities for its development, 
namely a focus on green energy, 
green food and building itself into 
a healthy living destination. Such 
a strategy marked the beginning 
of the province’s industrial trans-
formation and upgrading, as well 
as its replacement of traditional 
economic drivers with new ones.

The three priorities cover the 
province’s primary, secondary and 
tertiary industries and represent 
the general direction of Yunnan’s 
industrial transformation, upgrad-
ing and its high-quality economic 
development.

For more than a year, Yunnan 
has sped up the building of an 
iterative industrial system com-
prised of traditional industries, 
pillar industries, and emerging 
industries. It hopes to leverage 
new economic drivers to build a 
modern economic system. 

With the implementation 
of specific projects, Yunnan is 
speeding up the fostering of new 
economic drivers. In the first quar-
ter of this year, according to the 
provincial Department of Industry 
and Information Technology, 
Yunnan has implemented 149 
projects concerning its three green 
priorities. This has been done in 
an orderly manner, involving an 
investment of 68.01 billion yuan. 

On May 23rd, the first car built at 
the JMC New Energy Vehicle Base 
in Kunming rolled off the assembly 

line, marking a big step forward in 
the development of Yunnan’s new 
energy vehicle project.

The JMC New Energy Vehi-
cle Factory covers 160 hectares. 
It involves a total investment of 
2.446 billion yuan and is designed 
with a yearly production capacity 
of 100,000 vehicles. Its products 
will focus on markets in south-
west China, with some vehicles 
exported to Southeast Asia as well. 
To date, a project to export cars to 
Laos has begun.

The green energy industry 
covers new energy vehicles, hy-
dropower, wind power and solar 
energy, and is quickly becoming 
the province’s first pillar industry. 
In the near future, green energy 
will become the first driver for 
Yunnan’s economic growth. 

(Xinhua)
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The 2019 South and South-
east Asia Commodity Expo and 
Investment Fair (SSACEIF) 
officially opened on June 12th at 
the Dianchi International Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre in 
Kunming, in southwest China’s 
Yunnan province.  Representa-
tives of 74 countries and regions 
and 3,348 enterprises attended 
the event, including 20 Fortune 
500 companies and 18 Top 500 
Chinese companies. 

Hosted with the theme of 
“gathering in the forefront and 
co-building a powerhouse of 
opening-up for common devel-
opment,” this year’s SSACEIF 
offers 7,500 standard booths in 
17 pavilions. These include the 

biomedicine and big health pa-
vilion, the green food pavilion, 
and the Belt and Road invest-
ment and cooperation pavilion. 
In total, the exhibition area cov-
ers 170,000 square meters. 

Sri  Lanka serves  as  the 
theme country, while Cambodia 
is the guest country of honour. 
The pavilion of the former is 
inspired by the cut surfaces of 
a gemstone, using points, lines 
and planes to achieve a sense of 
volume, modernity and expres-
siveness.

The Belt and Road investment 
and cooperation pavilion, the 
green energy pavilion, the eco-
logical forest product pavilion 
and the Digital Yunnan pavilion 

– which emerge for the first time 
this year – have already drawn 
much attention. The green en-
ergy pavilion focuses on smart, 
digital energy technologies and 
products, and fully reflects the 

latest developments in green en-
ergy sector from inside Yunnan 
as well as across the world. The 
Belt and Road investment and 
cooperation pavilion consists of 
an investment promotion zone 

and two exhibition zones high-
lighting Yunnan’s advantages 
in opening-up and its economic 
cooperation with other countries. 
The pavilion, specially designed, 
adopts 5G technologies and uses 
multiple display screens to cre-
ate an interactive, cutting-edge 
and intelligent effect. The eco-
logical forest product pavilion 
features forest ecosystems and 
employs practical, environmen-
tally friendly materials that are 
in line with the characteristics of 
cities and prefectures across the 
province.

The event will last to June 18. 
And a total of 14 related high-
end forums are staged. 

                    (Yunnan Daily)

2019 SSACEIF opens in Kunming

A bird's eye view of Kunming Changshui Airport            Photo by Sun Xiaoyun

A green Fuxin bullet train runs from Kunming to Mengzi in Yunnan. 
                                                                                                     Photo by Li  Qiuming
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Cambodian "Internet celebrity" 
teenager begins studies in China

Workers are busy at Sojen new energy vehicle factory in west 
Yunnan's Dali.                                                              Photo by Yang Zheng
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The Chinese Ministry of 
Industry and Information Tech-
nology on June 6 officially rolled 
out commercial 5G licenses, 
marching toward a crucial period 
for next-generation 5G commer-
cial use.

The ministry granted the 5G 
licenses to the nation’s major 
three telecom carriers— China 
Mobile, China Telecom and 
China Unicom—as well as the 
State-owned China Broadcasting 
Network Corp.

The Chinese Minister  of 
Industry and Information Tech-
nology Miao Wei said China 
welcomes foreign companies to 
actively participate in the con-
struction of China’s 5G market 
and share the benefits generated 
in the market.

The move marks an acceler-
ated push by China to apply 5G. 
Its previous plan was to commer-
cialize the technology in 2020.

“The 5G licensing will help 
deepen structural reform in the 
telecom industry, improve the 
level of social and economic 
informatization, and foster sev-
eral leading companies with 
global competitiveness,” said 
China Mobile Chairman Yang 
Jie. China Mobile claimed its 
5G services will be available in 
more than 40 cities by the end of 
September this year.

High-speed 5G technology 
is expected to revolutionize the 
tech world in the near future, as 
it will be able to transmit data at 

least 10 times faster than the 4G 
system.

In the 5G era, higher reli-
ability and lower latency can be 
realized, making the internet of 
things more effective and en-
abling tasks that are impossible 
in the 4G era, such as overseeing 
self-driving vehicles.

Telecom equipment-maker 
Huawei Technologies Co said in 
a statement on June 6 that it is 
ready to help China accelerate 
the commercial use of 5G.

Huawei’s global pioneering 
capabilities to offer 5G solutions 
can support Chinese telecom 
carriers to build a sound net-
work. China will lead the world 
in commercializing the superfast 
wireless technology, the compa-
ny said.

Huawei has invested about $2 
billion in total into the research 
and development of 5G since 
2009.

ZTE Corp, another Chinese 
telecom gear vendor, also said 
in a statement that its products 
are ready for commercial use 
and it will actively participate in 
the commercial deployment and 
construction of 5G networks in 
China.

China is set to become the 
world’s largest 5G market by 
2025, with 460 million 5G us-
ers, according to a forecast by 
the Global System for Mobile 
Communications Association, an 
industry group. 

(China Daily)

Crucial step forward taken for 
5G with commercial licenses

BY WANG SHAOFEN

HI-TECH

Editor’s note:The Barapuku 
Ria coal-fired power plant, built 
by China National Machinery 
Import & Export Corporation 
(CMC) in north-western Ban-
gladesh, is the first modern coal 
mine and coal-fired power station 
in the country. In this issue, we 
continue walking into the plant 
and telling stories of China and 
Bangladesh joining hands in the 
Belt and Road Initiative. 

A decade ago, farmers living 
in the Barapuku Ria region most-
ly grew rice for a living. They got 
up at sunrise and stopped work at 
sunset. They lived in houses with 
iron sheets for roofs and moved 
about on foot or by bicycle. To-
day, however, the region’s asphalt 
roads are lined with shops and 
modern buildings, and people 
travel in cars or on motorcycles. 
Over a dozen years, Barapuku 
Ria has become a small modern 
city. “Sometimes I can’t even 

imagine the prosperity today,” 
said Mahal, head of the Barapuku 
Ria Coal-Fired Power Plant.

Sayed, a local chef, shares the 
same feelings as Mahal. “Before 
the power plant was built, farm-
ers used diesel pumps to irrigate 
their farmland, causing pollution 
and requiring a lot of time, mon-
ey and labour. The power plant 
not only saves time and labour, 
but the cost of irrigating the fields 
has decreased by at least 20 per-
cent,” said Sayed.

“At the coal mine, an ordinary 
skilled worker earns more than 
30,000 taka a year, and the aver-
age annual salary of all workers 
is above 20,000 taka, exceeding 
standards in Dhaka. Motorcycles 
at the gate show the locals’ happy 
life created by the coal mine and 
the power,” said Zhang Hui, an 
executive of the China National 
Machinery Import and Export 
Corporation. (People’s Daily)

"Sometimes I can't even 
imagine the prosperity today"

BELT AND ROAD

An Indian shoe maker brings his products to the SSACEIF                             
                                                                                                             (Yunnan Daily)


