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Picture shows the Wunonglong water conservancy in Langcang River. 
Photo by YDPG 

TRAINING

China attaches importance 
to water conservancy

Editor’s note: The year 2019 
marks the 70th anniversary of the 
founding of the People’s Republic of 
China. Over the past seven decades, 
China has developed from a poor, 
weak country to the second largest 
economy in the world. This issue, 
we continue the column called “Re-
markable 70 Years” to help you un-
derstand the great changes that have 
taken place in New China.

 
After the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China, the Chinese govern-

ment attached great importance to 
the development of water conserv-
ancy projects and achieved a series 
of achievements in infrastructure 
construction such as flood control 
projects and water supply projects.  
     According to statistics, in 2018, 
the investment in China’s major 
water conservancy projects was 
687.27 billion yuan (around $98 
billion), and the investment in water 
conservancy construction in pov-
erty-stricken areas was 110 billion 
yuan (around $15.7 billion).

XI'S REMARKS

In Southwest China’s Yunnan 
Province, flowers have become 

an important industry for local eco-
nomic development and the wellbeing 
of the people. In 2018, the total output 
value of Yunnan cut flowers reached 
52.59 billion yuan (7.5 billion USD). 
Over 400,000 people are engaged in 
the beautiful industry and seven out 
of ten flowers in China come from 
Yunnan.

In 2018, Yunnan produced 11.22 
billion fresh cut flowers, with an 
output value of more than 10 billion 
yuan(1.4 billion USD), according to 
the recently released 2018 Yunnan 
Flower Industry Development Bulle-
tin. Production and sales have ranked 
first in China for 25 consecutive 
years, accounting for 53 percent of 
the total output of fresh cut flowers 
in the country. The area given over 
for processing and planting flowers 
in Yunnan in 2018 was 763,000 mu 
(50,867 hectares).

Every night, the Dounan Interna-
tional Flower Market on the outskirts 
of Kunming is brightly lit. “I purchase 
700 to 800 kilograms of fresh flowers 
a day. After placing orders by trading 
card in Dounan Trading Market, I go 
to the auction area directly to pick up 
the goods,” said Hu Wanqiong, an 
entrepreneur who runs an e-shop. He 
adds that after five or six years in the 
flower business, he is becoming more 
and more optimistic about Yunnan’s 
flower industry.

As a major flower-producing 
center, more than 80 percent of the 
fresh cut flowers of Yunnan province 
and of the surrounding provinces and 
neighboring countries are traded in 
Dounan.Yunnan flowers accounting 
for 70 percent of the market share in 
more than 80 large and medium-sized 
cities in China. That means seven out 
of ten fresh flowers are from Yunnan.

In 2018, Dounan International 
Flower Market had a trade volume 
of 6.73 billion flowers, with a turno-
ver of 5.59 billion yuan. The auction 

v o l u m e 
was 1.79 
billion pieces, 
with a turnover 
of 2.6 billion yuan. 
Dounan Flower 
Market ranks the 
first in Asia in 
terms of total 
annual trade 
volume and 
turnover, and 
serves as the 
weather vane 
for the fresh 
cut flower mar-
ket in Asia.

Yuan  Fuwang 
travels to Dounan 
once a week to buy 
flowers and his wife 
in Bokeo Province in 
Laos receives them. 
“In our wholesale flower 
shop in Laos, 80 percent 
of the flower materials come 
from Dounan, among which 
high-quality roses and carna-
tions are the most popular.”

Yuan Fuwang said that he sensed 
the business opportunity a few years 
ago and moved from Guangzhou to 
work in the overseas flower market.

Now there are more than 40 cate-
gories and over 500 varieties of flow-
ers are traded every day at Dounan 
Flower Market in Kunming. In the 
busy season, 8 million to 10 million 
flowers are delivered from the market 
every day and are sold to more than 
50 countries and regions, among 
which 20-30 percent are exported to 
the South and Southeast Asian coun-
tries. After over ten hours’ of packag-
ing, transportation and sales, the flow-
ers growing on the plateau of Yunnan 
become romantic and tender gifts for 
people in Bangkok and other cities.

The people of 
Yunnan use 

flowers for food. For 
one dish, rose petals 

are mixed with honey or 
brown sugar and rubbed 

gently before being sealed 
in a container to be ferment-

ed for two or three days. The 
rose-sugar filling will be ready 

t o be wrapped in oil pastry, rolled 
out flat and baked in an oven for 25-
30 minutes. The result: a cake of fra-
grant flowers.

Yunnan is rich in flower resourc-
es, giving birth to the customs of all 
ethnic groups in Yunnan, who are 
passionate about eating flowers. Now, 
among the more than 700 kinds of 
edible flowers found in Yunnan, roses 
in particular have begun to emerge in 
production and processing. The grow-
ing area is over 5000 mu. Since 2009, 
more than 200,000 fresh rose cakes 
have been sold in Kunming every 
day. In Yunnan, a variety of products 
are sold, such as fresh flower sauce, 
fresh flower sugar, fresh flower wine 
and so on, making people’s daily lives 
notably fragrant.

People also wear flowers. On 14th 
of July, the “Flower Trading Night” 
activity was held at the Kunming In-

ternational Flower Auction & Trade 
Center. Fifteen florists designed 
floristry fashion show works for 30 
models to display on the T-stage. 
Coats were embroidered with flowers 
while more blooms were worn in the 
models’ hair. For the lives of ethnic 
minorities in Yunnan, colorful flow-
ers are unavoidable for clothing and 
decoration.

People keep flowers for com-
pany. In many places in Yunnan, 
cheap and fresh flowers are 
available at the morning market 
all year round. The locals buy 

bunches of flowers of different 
varieties corresponding to the sea-

son and mood to decorate their own 
homes and lives. This is a unique lux-
ury for the people of Yunnan.

People grow flowers as sustenance 
for their dreams. The 53-year-old Liu 
Chunmei’s five mu of land used to 
be vegetable fields. In recent years, 
more and more people have begun 
to rely on flowers to earn money, so 
she changed industries and joined the 
flower farmers’ cooperative, becom-
ing a supplier for the major flower 
companies. Every day, she moved 
her carefully cultivated roses from 
the cultivation beds to the company, 
and then entered the flower auction 
waiting area after quality inspection. 
“For each auction deal, feedback by 
the Flower Auction Center can be re-
ceived in the evening that day and the 
money can be received the following 
day.” Liu Chunmei said that last year 
her family’s income from flowers was 
over 100,000 yuan. 

In Yunnan Province, more than 
400,000 people participate in the 
whole process of flower production. 
Some of them live in remote vil-
lages and their lives were changed 
by growing flowers. Others opened 
their own enterprises and devoted 
themselves to scientific research 
and took flowers as their career. 
Yunnan has taken flower produc-
tion as its key development indus-
try and proposed a clear goal. By 
2020, Yunnan’s flower industry will 
achieve its development target of 
over 100 billion yuan in output val-
ue and become a “beautiful cause” 
of Yunnan to help fight poverty and 
promote rural revitalization.

             (Comprehensive report)

Yunnan cut flower output
 exceeds 7.5 billion USD

Over  400,000 
people in Yunnan are engaged in the 

fast-growing flower industry

In Yunnan
fresh flowers are a way of life

 Chinese researchers are using 3D 
satellite images to monitor and con-
serve biodiversity in the Three Paral-
lel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas, 
a UNESCO world heritage site.

The new method is dubbed the 
“3D-map-based interview” survey. 
It is an effective tool to collect local 
knowledge on biological information 
over large areas that is then followed 
up with field investigation and data 
analysis, said Xiao Wen, head of the 
Institute of Eastern Himalaya Biodi-
versity Research at Dali University.

Based on 3D satellite images show-

ing terrain information, interviewees 
point out the location of the rare wild 
animals they have observed. Records 
are made to obtain data of their distri-
bution and population.

Researchers then make predictions 
and evaluations on the habitats of en-
dangered species using remote sens-
ing, and suggest protective measures.

More than 30 large research pro-
jects have been carried out since 
2016 in the Three Parallel Rivers of 
Yunnan Protected Areas to monitor 
and protect wild animals, including 
the Myanmar snub-nosed monkey, 

the Yunnan golden hair monkey, the 
snow leopard, and the Mishmi takin, 
an endangered goat-antelope.

A long-term ecological monitoring 
network has taken shape at the world 
heritage site.

Covering 1.7 million hectares, 
the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan 
Protected Areas feature sections of 
the upper reaches of three rivers that 
originate on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau 
—the Jinsha, Lancang and Nujiang 
rivers.

Taking up less than 0.4 percent of 
China’s territory, the site is home to 

more than a quarter of animal species 
in the country. It is an epicenter of 
Chinese biodiversity and one of the 
richest temperate regions in the world 
in terms of biodiversity.

The monitoring network also helps 
curtail poaching in the region as infra-
red cameras have been set up in key 
areas.

“It is necessary to have innovative 
technologies and research methods, 
and carry out long-term, systematic, 
in situ scientific monitoring,” Xiao 
said.

                                    (Chinadaily)

3D survey method promotes wildlife protection 
at world heritage location in Yunnan

The flow of goods, capital, technol-
ogy and people will power economic 
growth and create broad space for 
it. As a Chinese saying goes, “The 
ceaseless inflow of rivers makes the 
ocean deep.” However, were such 
inflow to be cut, the ocean, however 
big, would eventually dry up. We 
need to promote trade and investment 
liberalization and facilitation, say no 

to protectionism, and make economic 
globalization more open, inclusive, 
balanced and beneficial to all.  

——From Keynote Speech by H.E. 
Xi Jinping, President of the People’s 
Republic of China at the Opening 
Ceremony of the Second Belt and 
Road Forum for International Coop-
eration

Yunnan issues blockchain
 e-invoice for tourist attractions

Seminar for media officials and journalists 
from Mekong countries stages in KM

The nation’s first blockchain-based 
e-invoice for tourist attractions was 
issued via the smartphone app “Go 
Yunnan” at the 2019 “Digital Yun-
nan” Blockchain International Forum 
held in Kunming, southwest China’s 
Yunnan Province, recently.

The blockchain e-invoice differs 
from the traditional invoice in that the 
issuance is much quicker, easier and 
safer. All you have to do is submit ap-
plications for the invoice through the 
app, and the e-invoice will be sent to 
your email box within 48 hours. 

It will save significant costs of 
printing traditional paper invoices for 
the tourist attractions in the province 
and also makes it impossible to tam-

per with invoice information, accord-
ing to the organizing committee of the 
forum.

It also marks a big step in the ap-
plication of blockchain in terms of tax 
and tourism as well as a milestone in 
the development of digital Yunnan.”

More destinations in Yunnan will 
further promote the idea of smart 
tourism, allowing tourists to purchase 
tickets online, and be admitted via 
e-tickets or facial recognition.

More than 1,000 guests from gov-
ernments, research institutions and 
internet companies of more than 10 
countries and regions, including the 
U.K. and France, attended the forum.

                                      (XINHUA)

The Third Seminar for Media 
Officials and Journalists from 
Mekong Countries opened at the 
Kunming-based Yunnan Daily Press 
Group (YDPG) on July 22.

Themed “Experiencing the Beau-
tiful Yunnan,” the 9-day seminar 
was held by Yunnan Daily Press 
Group as an official project at the 
provincial level of Yunnan. 

Yang Run, editor-in-chief of Yun-
nan Daily Press Group, said at the 
opening, “Strengthening its interna-
tional communication by cooperating 
with major media in other countries, 
especially those in the Mekong coun-
tries, the YDPG has contributed to 
information sharing and friendship 
building among peoples in the Lan-
cang—Mekong basin.”

Panyasith Thammavongsa, head 
of the Features Department of Vien-
tiane Times of the Lao PDR, said 
that at the backdrop of the Visit 
Laos-China Year 2019 program, 

Vientiane Times will, together with 
Chinese media like Yunnan Daily 
Press Group, report more on tourism 
cooperation between the two coun-
tries. And he hopes that cooperation 
between the media of Laos and Chi-
na will continue to go from strength 
to strength.

This training seminar will aims to 
take the participants to experience 
the customs and to witness the pro-
gress in every field inYunnan, fur-
thermore, to know more about China 
and the Belt and Road Initiative.

Also, well-known scholars will 
lecture on the national and provincial 
conditions and Yunnan’s role in the 
Lancang-Mekong cooperation, and 
the lectures will let the participants 
see new media operation and devel-
opment in China (Yunnan). The clos-
ing ceremony will be held on July 
28.                (Yunnangateway.com)

REMARKABLE 70 YEARS

ECOLOGY

A visitor holds flowers during the 20th China Kunming 
International Flower Expo at Kunming Dianchi International 
Convention and Exhibition Center in Kunming, capital of 
southwest China's Yunnan Province, July 14, 2019. Over 400 
exhibitors from 19 countries attend the expo which kicked off on 
July 12, 2019.

Ms. Nitivadee Manitkul, Consul-General of Thailand in 
Kunming, announces the launching of the Thai Orchid Ali-Auction 
online with the remarks that the cooperation could expand Thai 
orchid growers’ reach to potential customers in Yunnan and the rest 
of China and could also help to improve orchid quality in Thailand 
on July 12, 2019.
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Follow 
Amazing 
Yunnan 

on Facebook

Participants of seminar took a group photo in front of the media wall of 
YDPG before the opening ceremony.                                  Photo by Gu Bin 


