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China’s H1 GDP grows 6.3% 
Economic transformation and upgrading shows effect in the country
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South and Southeast Asian Medical
 Education and Health Alliance established in Kunming

China attaches importance to water conservancy

Ethnic villages benefit from
 poverty alleviation projects in Xichou

Mushroom season 
begins in Shangri-La 

China National Bureau of 
Statistics announced on July 
15th that the country achieved 
an estimated GDP of 45093.3 
billion yuan in the first half 
of 2019, up 6.3 percent year 
on year at constant prices. 
"China’s national economy 
continued to operate in a 
reasonable range in the first 
two quarters. Overall, the 
country achieved stable 
performance while securing 
progress in its economic 
development," said Mao 
Shengyong, spokesperson 
for China National Bureau of 
Statistics. 

Such an economic growth 
rate is one of the highest 
among the world's major 
economies. The interviewed 
economists believe that China 
maintained overall stability 
in employment, a moderate 

increase in prices and a 
relatively fast income increase 
of urban residents. The energy 
consumption per 10,000 
yuan of GDP decreased by 
2.7 percent than previous 
year, and the ecological 
environment improved across 
the board, indicating that the 
6.3 percent growth is of high 
quality and sustainable.

According to Cheng 
Shi, chief economist of 
ICBC International, China's 
economy went through trade 
frictions and other challenges 
in the second quarter, but still 
achieved the target growth 
rate of 6.0 to 6.5 percent as 
set forth in the government 
work report and continued 
to advance its industrial 
structural upgrade. In the past 
six months, both the value 
added of industrial enterprises 

above the designated size 
and the rate of year-on-year 
increase in consumption 
were significantly higher 
than market expectations, 
p r o v i n g  t h a t  C h i n a ' s 
economic growth is still 
resilient.

"China's economy has 
withstood a test," said 
Wang Jun, member of the 
Academic Committee of the 
China Centre for International 
Economic Exchange. In his 
view, the economic growth is 
within the expected range. As 
highlights of China's economy 
in the first half of 2019, no 
obvious risk of inflation or 
austerity occurred, and no 
systematic risks are likely. 

China's target economic 
growth for this year is 6.0 to 
6.5 percent. The 6.3 percent 
growth rate has laid a good 
foundation for fulfilling the 
annual target.

6.3%
GDP growth 
China's economy grew 

6.3 percent year-on-year 
in the first six months of 
this year, in line with the 
government's annual target 
of 6.0 to 6.5 percent. The 
economic performance 
was generally stable, NBS 
spokesman Mao Shengyong 
said, adding that China 
was still one of the world's 
fastest-growing major 
economies.

5.8%
Fixed-asset investment 

growth
Fixed-asset investment 

grew by 5.8 percent year-
on-year in H1. Investment 
in high-tech manufacturing 
surged 10.4 percent, 4.6 
percentage points faster than 
total investment growth, 
while investment in high-
tech services also registered 
faster-than-average growth 

of 13.5 percent.

$ 2.8 trillion
Retail sales of consumer 

goods
Retail sales of consumer 

goods rose by 8.4 percent 
year-on-year in the first half 
to 19.52 trillion yuan(about 
$2.8 t r i l l ion) .  Service 
consumption accounted for 
49.4 percent of total national 
consumption expenditures, 
0.6 percentage points higher 
from a year earlier.

3.9%
Foreign trade growth
Foreign trade increased 

b y  3 . 9  p e r c e n t  y e a r -
on-year, totaling 14.67 
trillion yuan, with exports 
growing by 6.1 percent 
t o  7 . 9 5  t r i l l i o n  y u a n 
and imports rising 1.4 
percent to 6.72 trillion 
y u a n ,  d a t a  f r o m  t h e 
General Administration of 
Customs showed.

20,131
New Foreign funded 

enterprises
The actually utilized 

fore ign inves tment  in 
China rose 7.2 percent 
from a year ago to reach 
4 7 8 . 3 3  b i l l i o n  y u a n 
($68 billion) )during the 
f irst  half  of  this  year, 
with a total  of 20,131 
n e w  f o r e i g n - f u n d e d 
enterprises established, 
data from the Ministry 
of Commerce showed. 
The determination of the 
Chinese government to 
support the development 
of  foreign enterpr ises 
i n  C h i n a  w i l l  n o t 
c h a n g e ,  s a i d  G a o 
Feng,  a  spokesperson 
f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y . 

8.8%
Per capita disposable 

income
 Ch ina ' s  pe r  cap i t a 

disposable income stood 
a t  15 ,294 yuan in  the 
first half of 2019, up 8.8 
percent year-on-year in 
nominal terms, according 
to the National Bureau of 
Statistics. The inflation-

adjusted growth was 6.5 
percent, 0.2 percentage 
points higher than the 
6.3 percent growth rate 
for the Chinese economy 
from January to June. 
During the period, the per 
capita disposable income 
in rural areas continued 
to grow faster than that in 
urban regions, indicating 
the closing of the urban-
rural income gap.

7.37 million
New urban jobs
The country created 7.37 

million new urban jobs in the 
first half of 2019, finishing 67 
percent of the target for the 
whole year. China's job market 
remained stable in June, with 
the surveyed unemployment 
rate in urban areas standing 
at 5.1 percent.The booming 
service industry has played 
a vital role in promoting 
employment. 

2.2%
Consumer price index
Prices remained stable, 

with the consumer price 
index rising moderately by 
2.2 percent year-on-year 
for the first half of this year. 
Except for pork prices, other 
factors that drive up CPI 
have a relatively weak effect, 
said Liu Xuezhi, a senior 
researcher with the Bank of 
Communications' Financial 
Research Center, adding 
that there will be no obvious 
inflationary pressures during 
the second half of this year.

9.0%
High-tech manufacturing 

industry expansion
High-tech industries 

maintained fast expansion, 
with the output for high-tech 
manufacturing up 9 percent 
year-on-year in the first half, 3 
percentage points faster than 
overall growth. The output 
of new energy vehicles and 
solar cells grew 34.6 percent 
and 20.1 percent, respectively. 
It shows that middle- and 
high-end manufacturing, 
together with consumer goods 
manufacturing, are promoting 
economic growth, said Zhao 
Qinghe, a senior official of 
the National Bureau of 
Statistics. 

The mention of Yunnan 
kites often reminds people 

of Xu Zuokun, a master kite-
maker and a city-level successor 
of intangible cultural heritage 
in Kunming. Xu, 73, has been 
making kites in his spare time 
since the 1980s. In 2003, he won 
the first prize in an international 
kite festival and became a 
member of the International Kite 
Federation, making Yunnan Bee 
kites famous all over the world.

Xu's home is simply a 

fairyland of kites: an eagle kite on 
the ceiling, a dragon kite by the 
TV set, and hand-painted mini 
kites on the antique-and-curio 
shelves. He keeps hundreds of 
kites in his apartment. You name 
any of them, and he can readily 
locate it.

According to Xu, the bamboo-
framed kites were brought to 
Kunming from the Central Plains 
when Kublai Khan attacked the 
Kingdom of Dali (937-1253). 
Based on these kites, which could 

only fly on fine, windless days, 
people developed the current 
Yunnan bee kites. Unlike the 
kites of other styles, Yunnan-style 
kites have downward wings and 
can cope with stronger winds. 
In Kunming, spring days are 
particularly windy and ideal for 
flying such kites.

The biggest kite that Xu has 
ever made is the dragon kite he 
brought to the Shanghai World 
Expo. It was 256 meters long and 
weighed about 8 kilograms. The 
dragon head alone was made up 
of more than 170 bamboo sticks. 
To fly this kite, he spent more 
than 10,000 yuan ($1428) buying 
a thumb-thick mountaineering 
rope. "It was so big that the 
smallest mistake would have 
prevented it from rising in the 
air," he said.

Xu put all his heart in every 
kite that he makes. "Life is short. 
I'm contented to be able to make 
good kites," he said.  

(Comprehensive report)

China follows the principle 
of achieving shared 

growth through discussion and 
collaboration in engaging in 
global governance. China stands 
for democracy in international 
relations and the equality of all 
countries, big or small, strong 
or weak, rich or poor. China 
supports the United Nations 

in playing an active role in 
international affairs, and supports 
the efforts of other developing 
countries to increase their 
representation and strengthen 
their voice in international affairs. 
China will continue to play its 
part as a major and responsible 
country, take an active part in 
reforming and developing the 

global governance system, 
and keep contributing Chinese 
wisdom and strength to global 
governance.

—From Report of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping at the 
19th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China on 
October 18, 2017

Edi tor ’s  no te :  The 
year 2019 marks the 70th 
anniversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic of 
China. Over the past seven 
decades, China has developed 
from a poor, weak countryto 
the second largest economy 
in the world. This issue, we 
continue the column called 
“Remarkable 70 Years” to 
help you understand the 
great changes that have taken 
place in New China.

After the founding of the 
People's Republic of China, 
the Chinese government 
attached great importance 
to the development of 
water conservancy projects 

and achieved a series of 
achievements in infrastructure 
construction such as flood 
control projects and water 
supply projects. 

According to statistics, 
in 2018, the investment 
in China's major water 
conse rvancy  p ro j ec t s 
was 687.27 billion yuan 
(around $98 billion), and 
the investment in water 
conservancy construction 
in poverty-stricken areas 
was  110  b i l l i on  yuan 
(around $15.7 billion).

On July 12th,  the 
inaugural ceremony 

of South and Southeast Asian 
Medical Education and 
Health Alliance was held in 
Kunming. 

K u n m i n g  M e d i c a l 
University and Shanghai 
Jiaotong University School 
of Medicine jointly initiated 
the alliance. The founding 
members were 20 medical 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  h e a l t h 
institutions in China and 19 

medical education and health 
institutions in South and 
Southeast Asia, including 
China Medical University and 
Pakistan Institute of Medical 
Sciences. The permanent 
secretariat of the alliance is at 
Kunming Medical University.

The alliance will engage 
its member institutions in 
cultivating medical talents and 
promoting cross-country and 
cross-institutional exchanges. 
The cooperation among 

member institutions will cover 
joint training, exchanges of 
students, mutual recognition 
of credits, mutual conferring 
of degrees and joint teaching 
programmes.

The members will jointly 
carry out teacher training and 
jointly hire world-class experts 
in the field of medical and 
health to carry out teaching, 
research and clinical guidance.

They will jointly carry 
out cooperation in scientific 

research. They will actively 
share literature, information 
and resources, and hold 
various high-end academic 
seminars on medical education 
and health.

The institutions will 
jointly establish international 
health service, exchange and 
cooperation platforms. They 
will explore and propose 
solutions regarding major 
public medical and health 
issues in the region and the 

world, and build a regional 
disease prevention and control 
system as well as public health 
exchange and cooperation 
platforms.

They will also jointly 
organise clinical internships, 
k n o w l e d g e  c o n t e s t s , 
academic seminars and other 
exchanges, which will focus 
on medical courses and 
cultural experience and aim to 
improve skills of participants. 

By Chen Xinlong

Xichou is a county under 
the  jur isdict ion of 

Wenshan Zhuang and Miao 
Autonomous Prefecture, 
southeast Yunnan province.

As a multi-ethnic region, 
it has five different ethnic 
minority groups dwelling on its 
soil, including Zhuang, Miao, 
Yi, Yao and Mongol. Ethnic 
villages can be found across 
the county.

However, Xichou for a long 
time has been labeled as one of 
the most underdeveloped places 
in China, mostly because of its 
higly desertified landforms which 

hamper the local agricultural 
practices to a great extent.

Bearing in mind a belief 
that no single farmer can be 
left behind, the county has put 
enormous effort to help local 
residents get rid of poverty.

As a result, over 5,000 
rural households have already 
benefited from a series of poverty 
alleviation projects initiated by 
the county government.

Infrastructure is seen as a 
linchpin to foster the development 
of Xichou. Now, ethnic villages 
in the county are interconnected 
not merely by newly-paved 

roads, but broadband and 
even 4G networks. And with 
increasing investments, the 
local water supply and sewage 
disposal systems have been 
largely upgraded.

T h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f 
traditional ethnic cultures 
is another key indicator to 
Xichou’s development. While 
an increasing number of folklore 
museums have been turned into 
tourist attractions, ethnic dances, 
rituals and embroidery arts gain 
further fames for the county. 

(By Wang Jingzhong)

In July, Shangri-La in 
northwest Yunnan’s Diqing 

Tibetan Autonomous prefecture 
has a mild climate with a 
temperature of around 18℃, 

making it a good place to avoid 
summer heat.

Beside snow-capped peaks, 
forests and lakes for sight seeing, 
the delicious wild mushrooms 

like matsutake also stir the taste 
buds of the tourists in Shangri-
La.

Shangri-La is located in the 
Hengduan Mountains in the 
southeast of the Qinghai-Tibet 
Plateau, where several large rivers 
in Asia rush through. And the 
wild mushrooms of matsutake 
are nourished by pristine natural 
environment here.

When matsutake begin to 
mushroom in late June every 
year, the Tibetan folks in Shangri-
La also kick off their daily 
activity: picking wild mushrooms 
in the mountains.

In Shangri-La families, 
matsutake is often cut into slices 
and grilled with butter. The pine 
mushroom can also be stewed 
with chicken. Both cooking 
methods are favored by locals.

Workers are moving stones to build roads which will greatly change the life of Xichou people. 
Photo by YDPG

Xu Zuokun with his kite masterpiece. Photo by Zhang Mi

The matsutake       Photo by YDPG
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Picture shows the Wunonlong water conservancy in Langcang River.                            Photo by YDPG


