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A day in the wilds of Yunnan leaves 
me itching for home

Tourism lifts Jinuo people out of poverty

Chinese cities 
emerge as promising global hubs
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70 YEARS ON

FOCUS XI’S REMARKS

Yunnan maintains 
rapid foreign trade growth

     The Chinese people will 
stay committed to the strate-
gy of opening-up for win-win 
results. We will pay equal at-
tention to “bringing in” and 
“going global”, and break 
new ground in opening Chi-
na further through links run-
ning eastward and westward, 
across land and over sea. We 
will adopt policies to promote 

high-standard liberalization 
and facilitation of trade and 
investment, and explore the 
opening of free trade ports 
with Chinese characteristics.  
——Excerpt from keynote 
speech by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping at the opening 
ceremony of the Boao Forum 
for Asia Annual Conference 
held on April 10, 2018

Days after returning from 
reporting encounters between 
humans and elephants in subtropical 
Yunnan province, I am still constantly 
scratching insect bites, which are 
scattered all over my body.

As I scratch away, I remember 
the work being done by elephant 
monitors, police officers and forestry 
and grassland administration officials. 
They often have to toil round-the-
clock to monitor elephants, helping 
to minimize their conflicts with 
humans by sending early warnings 
to residents. I was outdoors for only a 
day, but it's common for these teams 
to do such work for days, with little 
sleep.

My time with Wu Junhui, 
a drone operator who monitors 
wild elephants in south Yunnan's 
Xishuangbanna Dai autonomous 
prefecture, was unforgettable. After 
joining him at about 11 am on Aug 
10, the first problem I had was with 
those pesky insects.

To prevent insects from entering, 
Wu, who was catching up on some 
sleep in his off-road vehicle, left the 
window only slightly open, which 
worked to a certain extent, but it still 
felt stuffy.

I was soon so hot that I had to 
leave Wu's vehicle to get some fresh 
air, only to find that flying insects 
welcomed the arrival of a sweaty 
visitor.

They swarmed round my head, 
constantly buzzing. My efforts to 
repel them by waving my arms were 

no use at all.
I  became excited after 

discovering a big leaf that I thought 
would drive the insects away, but this 
also failed to do the trick, so I had no 
choice but to succumb to their bites.

As night fell, the insects stopped 
buzzing round my head, but they still 
attacked all the time. I don't know 
how they did it, but they seemed to 
have the ability to bite clothed areas 
of my body. Wu, who is used to this 
problem, often has to sleep in his 
vehicle.

I miss my 16-month-old son if 
I don't see him for some time, but 
it's not unusual for Wu to work for a 
month without returning home to his 
wife and 2-year-old daughter.

I think the dedication of grassroots 
monitors such as Wu reflects the 
central authorities' determination to 
protect wild animals and to promote 
environmental awareness.

When I asked senior resident 
Li Shuncai from Nanha, a rural 
community in Mengla county for 
his opinion on elephant protection, 
he quoted the words of President 
Xi Jinping, "Lucid water and lush 
mountains are invaluable assets."

Li added, "It is illegal to cut down 
trees and hurt animals in the nature 
reserves."

With the dedication of people 
such as Wu and the increasing 
awareness of those like Li, I believe 
China can succeed in realizing a 
harmonious coexistence between 
humans and nature.(China Daily)

Seventy years ago, Jinuo people in 
south Yunnan’s Xishuangbanna Dai 
Autonomous Prefecture became part 
of a modern society directly from their 
indigenous past. In recent years, they 
have shaken off poverty through the 
promotion of tourism.

Bapo, one of the oldest Jinuo vil-
lages located in Jinuo Township, is 
near Jinghong, the prefectural seat of 
Xishuangbanna. In the past few years, 
like other places in Xishuangbanna, the 
village has helped establish the Jinu-
oshan Scenic Area. Now many Jinuo 
villagers work there. Some of them act 

as tour guides, others greet tourists, and 
yet others perform the Jinuo great drum 
dance and play traditional bamboo in-
struments called qikuo arm. And Che 
Jie presides over the sacrificial cere-
mony before the great drum dance and 
the coming-of-age ceremony for Jinuo 
boys.

Tourism has helped local people 
get rid of poverty. According to Che 
Jie, more than 60 villagers now work in 
the scenic area, and their earnings range 
from 2,000 yuan (about US284.90) to 
5,000 yuan (about US$712.25) every 
month. In Bapo, the scenic area brings 

in more than 300,000 yuan (about 
US$42,700) for the village every year, 
and people can sell local products in-
cluding fruits and honey to tourists at 
designated stalls.

The villagers outside the scenic 
areas run home inns or restaurants. In 
Bapiao, another Jinuo village, Zimei 
invested about 300,000 yuan (about 
US$42,700) in a home inn with Jinuo 
characteristics. “I hope to see more and 
more tourists come to Jinuo Moun-
tain,” she said.

In 2018, according to an official 
from Jinuoshan Township, the scenic 
area received nearly 170,000 tourists. 
From January to May, the scenic area 
received more than 100,000 tourists, a 
substantial increase, year-on-year. 

In addition to rural tourism, govern-
ments at all levels have also encourage 
the Jino people to grow rubber, tea, 
amomum and fruit, as well as to raise 
pigs, chickens and bees. In 2018, the 
farmers in Jinuoshan Township reg-
istered an average per capita income 
of 11,757 yuan (about US$1674.78), 
and the poverty head count fell to 0.68 
percent. That leaves only 79 people in 
34 households still to be lifted out of 
poverty.

 (Xinhua)

China has been a perfect example 
of delivering unprecedented rapid 
economic growth for several decades 
since the launch of reform and 
opening-up policy in 1978. 

The tremendous economic 
growth has contributed to developing 
several mega-cities all over the 
country. As a result, more than 65 
percent of the total population of 
China now lives in urban areas, 
whereas only 13 percent of Chinese 
lived in cities in 1950. Figures also 
reveal that 15 mega-cities and 25 
of the world’s largest 100 cities are 
currently in China.

Prior to my arrival in the country, 
like so many other foreigners, I 
was aware of China’s success. 
But the growth I’ve seen in the 
past five months I’ve been here is 
beyond anything I had expected. 
No matter which city I visited, I 
was simply overwhelmed by the 
massive development and global 
characteristics of that city.

The modern and glittering cities 
with all state-of-the-art urban facilities 
and amenities are the epitome of the 
economic revolution of China.

The use of modern technologies 
and high-speed means of 
transportation in different cities has 
made the life in China seamless.

 I have so far found no armed 
members of law-enforcing agencies 
on the streets of the country, which 
really speaks volumes for how 
much peaceful and law-abiding the 
Chinese are. China is such a country 
where there is no fear for any kind 
of insecurity including thievery. No 
matter how deep the night is, anyone 
can go to anywhere safely and 
nobody will face the slightest sort of 
abuse or harassment.

Because of quality of life, many 
foreigners now prefer Chinese 
cities over traditional Western hubs. 
This shows that Chinese cities are 
becoming economic and cultural 
powerhouses.

The world should learn from 
the way China has made its cities 
and villages greener, cleaner and 
attractive in such a short span. (By 
MD Enamul Hassan, The writer 
is the diplomatic correspondent of 
the Daily Sun, a leading national 
English daily of Bangladesh.)

Yunnan man travels to six countries with grandparents

Shiping County strengthens 
preservation of old houses

From July 31 to August 12, 
a young man in Yunnan named 
Yang Lin took a tour of Russia, 
Estonia, Denmark, Norway, Sweden 
and Finland with his father and 
grandparents.

Yang Lin's grandfather is 86 and 
his grandma 84. His grandma had 
a stroke five years ago and is still 
recovering. To make matters worse, 
his grandfather was diagnosed with 
cerebral atrophy in July 2019. The 
octogenarian couple is unable to take 
care of themselves and must rely on 
wheelchairs for mobility. However, 
they love travelling and visited many 

cities both at home and abroad when 
they were still in good health. They 
wished to travel to northern Europe 
this year.

Yang Lin decided to help his 
grandparents fulfil their wishes. He and 
his father made careful preparations 
in advance. They took along more 
than 20 kinds of medicine for the 
old couple. They did not take much 
clothing for themselves. Instead, they 
filled their suitcases with adult diapers, 
clothes, electric hot water bottles and 
so on and so forth.

On the journey, Yang Lin and 
his father took great trouble helping 

the old couple on and off buses and 
carried them up and down steps. The 
alarm clock must be set so that the old 
couple could have their linens changed 
three times each night.

In this way, they travelled to 
six countries in thirteen days. Yang 
Lin and his father captured many 
memorable moments for the old 
couple in Moscow, Copenhagen, 
Helsinki and other cities. 

Many people gave Yang Lin 
and his father thumbs up. A female 
member of the tourist group even 
praised their deeds as a textbook 
example of filial piety. (Ma Wen)

In April 2018, the China Cultural 
Relics Protection Foundation 
launched a programme called 
‘Rescue Old Houses’. Shiping 
County in southeast Yunnan 
province actively responded 
and quickly began to repair and 
strengthen preservation work 
and the rational utilization of old 
houses. The old houses identified 
for preservation are cultural relics 
that exist in the Chinese traditional 
villages but not yet been recognized 

by the state or the province for 
protection, as well as the private 
estates registered in the third national 
cultural relics survey. To date, 
Shiping has repaired 18 old houses. 
With children playing in them and 
visitors coming and going, these 
old homes are once again full of 
life. The old houses and the ancient 
villages are the spiritual legacy of 
the Chinese people. They always 
manage to touch the deepest parts of 
people’s hearts. (Xinhua)

The “World Elephant Day” is celebrated in the Wild Elephants Valley in south 
Yunnan’s Xishuangbanna on August 12.                  Photo by Dai Zhenghua

The Jinuo drum dance is a popular performance in Jinuoshan Scenic Spot. 
                                                                                                    Photo by Dai Zhenghua 

From January to July of this year, Yunnan and 
countries along the Belt and Road completed trade 
worth 90.74 billion yuan (US$12.93 billion), a 
16 percent increase. Over the same period, the 
province’s trade with ASEAN nations and South 
Asian countries increased by 20 percent and 33 
percent, respectively. The photo here shows a 
freight train from Kaiyuan, Yunnan province to 
Haiphong Vietnam. Photo by Yang Zheng

From January to July, Yunnan exported 
agricultural products valued at of 14.48 billion 
yuan (US$2.06 billion), a 14.1 percent increase. 
The province also imported agricultural products 
worth 6.44 billion yuan (about US$920 million), 
a 29.5 percent increase. The photo here shows that 
Chinese customs officials inspect Thailand fruits 
at Mohan port, Xishuangbanna. Photo by Han 
Chengyuan

In June, Yunnan province recorded overall 
export customs clearance times of 0.52 hours 
(the national average was 4.18 hours) and overall 
import customs clearance times of 25.15 hours (the 
national average was 42.39 hours). The photo here 
shows the self-serving declaration terminal built 
by Kunming Customs.   Photo by Dai Zhenghua 
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From January to July, 2019, 
Yunnan registered import and export 
value of 125.83 billion yuan (about 
US$18.51 billion), a year-on-year 
increase of 17.9 percent. Yunnan's 
foreign trade is characterized by close 
links with the countries along the Belt 
and Road, as well as rapid growth in 
featured areas and increasingly greater 
trade facilitation.
Close trade links with countries 
along the Belt and Road

On March 6, a train bound for 
Central Europe loaded with metal 
scaffolds departed from Kunming. 
Twenty-six days later, the scaffolds, 
which had been produced in southwest 
China's Yunnan province, arrived at a 
Belgian factory as scheduled. 

In 2015, in order to serve the 

Belt and Road Initiative, Yunnan 
Intercontinental Train Logistics Co Ltd 
incorporated and went into operation, 
operating railway shipments between 
Yunnan and Europe. Over the past four 
years, the company has successively 
put into operation trains that connect 
China with Europe, Vietnam and 
Singapore, achieving cross-border, 
multimodal transport. In 2018, the 
company cumulatively completed 
international freight transport of 
37,810.79 tons, an 89.56 percent 
increase over the previous year.

The company epitomizes Yunnan's 
increasing trade cooperation with 
countries along the Belt and Road. In 
recent years, trade volume between 
the province and South and Southeast 
Asian countries has also been on 

the rise. As of July, the trade volume 
between Yunnan and ASEAN nations 
reached 63.01 billion yuan (about 
US$8.98billion), an increase of 20 
percent.
Agricultural products 
highlights in foreign trade

At the first Thai Fruit Festival, held 
recently in Kunming, mangosteen, 
durian and green pomelo from 
Thailand were especially popular. 
These fruits have been transported to 
China via Mohan, a major port on the 
China-Laos border in Xishuangbanna, 
Yunnan. In the first half of this year, 
Thai fruits entering China via Mohan 
almost doubled in both amount and 
value. 

The popularity of Thai fruits 
reflects a new trend in China's foreign 

trade. As China's consumer market 
evolves, shopper demand for imported 
vegetables, fruits and other agricultural 
products has been on the rise. Due to 
its unique geographic location, Yunnan 
has become a gateway for agricultural 
products from neighbouring countries 
to enter China. Meanwhile, Yunnan's 
high-quality agricultural products are 
also selling well in other countries. 
Agricultural products are now 
highlights in Yunnan's foreign trade 
ecosystem.
More convenient customs clearances 

Yunnan has opened up 25 ports 
to the outside world. In recent years, 
the province has been facilitating 
customs clearance at these ports, laying 
a foundation for the growth of foreign 
trade.

Eighteen years ago, when Xu 
Guang first came to work at Ruili 
Customs, importers and exporters had 
to go through many formalities across 
several different departments. Today, 
the port of Ruili adopts paperless 
customs clearances by utilising 
advanced inspection equipment and 
internet-based system. Now it takes 
less than three minutes for a truck to 
complete customs clearance, saving 
both money and time. Statistics show 
that imports and exports through Ruili 
Port have increased from 325 million 
yuan (about US$46.30 million) in 
1995, to 69.77 billion yuan (about 
US$9.93 billion) in 2018.This growth 
has turned Ruili into the most important 
land port for trade between China and 
Myanmar.                    (Yunnan Daily)


