
Editor’s Note: In Yunnan, 
n i n e  e t h n i c  g ro u p s — t h e 
Derung, De’ang, Jino, Nu, 
Bulang, Jingpo, Lisu, Lahu 
and Wa—have directly moved 
f ro m  p r i m i t i v e  o r  s l a v e 
societies into modern societies. 
In the battle against poverty, 
Yunnan focuses on the areas 
inhabited by these ethnic 
groups and other minorities. 
T h e  p ro v i n c e  h a s  t a k e n 
unusual, targeted measures 
and formulated special poverty 
alleviation plans in recent 
years. This issue, we continue 
publishing a report on how 
these ethnic  groups have 
shaken off poverty. 

Ximeng, a county of Pu'er 
in  South-western China 's 
Yunnan province, is located on 
the China-Myanmar border. Its 
county seat, which is inhabited 
by Wa people, features many 
Wa-styled buildings. However, 
visitors to this small city are 
even more impressed by a 
slogan that reads "Wa tribes in 
Ximeng—childhood of human 
beings".

 “When New China was 
founded, the Wa people were 
st i l l  in  the late  primit ive 
society, just like the childhood 
of human beings,” said Yang 
Yu, party secretary of Ximeng. 
Today, the Wa people who 
used to farm by the slash and 
burn method have shaken 
o f f  p o v e r t y.  T h e y  h a v e 
moved from the childhood 
of human beings to a modern 
civilization. 

Yandong, 44, is a farmer 
of Banzhe village in Ximeng's 
Mengka town. In the past, he 
always dreamt of living in a 
bright house that could provide 
a shelter from wind and rain. 
His dream came true in 2015 
thanks to a project of poverty 
alleviation through relocation. 
Now, the three generations of 
his family live in a new two-
story house of more than 200 
square meters.

 “In 2012, about 40 percent 
of the villagers in Ximeng 
lived in thatched cottages,” 
said Yang Yu. In 2015, Ximeng 
began to renovate dilapidated 
cottages and implement a 
project of poverty alleviation 
through relocation, moving 
15,000 households into strong 
and beautiful houses.

Shuila, 52, has learned to 
use the smart phone of late. 
"I watch videos of raising 
catt le and bees," he said. 
He participated in a training 
course organized by the county 
not long ago. The participants 
not only did field studies but 
also set up a WeChat group to 
share the planting and breeding 
skills.

The Wa people used 
to have a poor industrial 
base. They could not even 
provide for themselves. In 
recent years, based on the 
local conditions, the county 
introduced Yunling cattle, 
Chinese bees and other 
projects. These projects 
attracted some industry-
leading companies, and 
many  indus tr i e s  have 
begun to take shape," said 
Zheng Qingjiang, deputy 
party secretary of Ximeng. 

Shuila had attended the 
training course reluctantly. He 
is an intelligent man. He raises 
cattle and bees. He can even 
make wooden drums, sing and 
dance. "I don't need anyone to 
teach me how to raise cattle 
and bees," he said to a town 
official.

"I know you now raise 30 
beehives, but you will be able 
to keep 200 or 300 beehives 
after the training," the official 
said.

"Your cattle are ready for 
sale in more than three years, 
but the Yunling cattle grow 
faster, produce better beef, 
and bring in more money," the 
official added.

S h u i l a  w a s  f i n a l l y 
convinced and went to the 
training, which proved to be 
good.

Compared with Shuila, 
young Wa people are more 
ready to embrace new things. 
Yanping, 31, is a farmer of 
Banmu village in Mengsuo 
Township. In the training, he 
learned to operate agricultural 
machines.  "Now I can do 
20 persons' work with the 
machine," he said. He plans to 
raise several heads of Yunling 
cattle, and he believes that life 
will get better. (Xinhua)
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China Cultural Month to boost 
China-Bangladesh friendship

Air quality continues to improve

Life of Wa people getting better 
POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Story: After an early 
summer shower, Gao Xiang, 
a Beijing resident, took a 
deep breath of fresh air. "We 
used to hide from the rain 
because it was dirty. Now the 
rain is much cleaner," he said. 
Thanks to the replacement 
of  coal  wi th  natural  gas 
and electricity from 2013 
to 2018, the annual average 
concentration of PM2.5 air 
particles in Beijing has fallen 
by 43.3 percent. The number 
of days with good air quality 
has increased from 175 to 
227, and the number of days 
with heavy pollution has 
decreased from 58 to 15.

D a t a :  S i n c e  t h e 
promulgation of its Action 
Plan  on  Prevent ion  and 
Control of Air Pollution in 
2013, China has achieved 
preliminary results in the 
control of air pollution. In 
2018, 121 (35.8 percent) of 
338 Chinese cities at and 
above the prefectural level 
met  na t ional  a i r  qua l i ty 
standards. These same cities 
reported excellent air quality 
on 79.3 percent of days and 
severe and worse pollution on 
only 2.2 percent of days. Air 
quality continues to improve, 
and the degree of pollution 
lessens.

70 YEARS ON

IN PICS

XI’S REMARKS
Lucid waters and lush moun-
tains are invaluable assets. 
China must pursue the vision 
of innovative, coordinated, 
green and open development 
that is for everyone, acceler-
ate forming spatial patterns, 
industrial structures, produc-
tion and living modes that are 
resource-saving and environ-

mental-friendly, and provide 
time and space for the natural 
ecology to rehabilitate.

——From speech delivered 
by Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping at the National Confer-
ence on Environmental Pro-
tection held from May 18 to 
19, 2018

The cultural event "China 
C u l t u r a l  M o n t h  2 0 1 9 " , 
organized by China's embassy 
in Bangladesh, opened on 
July 27, 2019.  The event is an 
important event to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of the founding 
of the People's Republic of 
China. The Chinese embassy 
in Bangladesh will jointly 

organize a series of cultural, 
tourism, education and sports 
activities with local friendship 
associations, overseas Chinese 
and Confucius Institute in the 
next two months. It is hoped 
that these activities will build a 
bridge for the cultural exchanges 
between China and Bangladesh.  

                                 (Xinhua)

To further improve its business 
environment and services for foreign 
investors, the Yunnan provincial gov-
ernment recently issued the Opinions 
on Effectively Resolving Blind, Pain-
ful and Difficult Points Facing For-
eign Investors to Encourage Foreign 
Investment (hereafter called “Opin-
ions”).

The Opinions further expands 
market access and identifies 15 sec-
tors in which the establishment of 
wholly foreign owned enterprises are 
encouraged in the province. These 
sectors cover the digital economy, the 
province’s eight key industries and its 
efforts to develop green energy, green 
food and to build itself into a destina-
tion for healthy living.

The Opinions proposes a series of 
financial incentive policies to increase 
the utilization of foreign capital, at-
tract big and strong foreign investors, 
introduce foreign investment to the 
financial industry and set up foreign 
funded institutions for research, de-
velopment and innovation. For new 
projects (excluding residential real 
estate and projects related to finance) 
that actually utilize foreign capital of 
more than US$30 million (exclud-
ing foreign shareholder loans), as 
well as capital increase projects that 
utilize foreign capital of more than 
US$10 million (excluding foreign 

shareholder loans), the province will 
give each of them a reward that is 
two percent of the actually utilized 
foreign investment in the year (up to 
50 million yuan, or about 7.2 million 
US dollars). The province also prom-
ises to give a one-time reward of five 
million yuan (about 72,000 US dol-
lars) to each of the newly established 
foreign-owned legal person financial 
institutions or branches of foreign fi-
nancial institutions.

The Opinions also highlights sup-
port for major projects. In particular, 
for leading, base-type foreign-invest-
ed projects with a total investment of 
more than US$100 million, govern-
ment entities at the provincial, prefec-
tural and city levels will jointly make 
land-use plans. For foreign-invested 
projects with a total investment of 
more than US$200 million and cer-
tain levels of investment intensity, 
and if they have completed proper 
land supply procedures, the province 
will fully allocate the required land to 
them.

According to the Opinions, the ur-
gently needed high-level talent of for-
eign invested enterprises in the prov-
ince can apply for housing and work 
subsidies. Upon assessment, such tal-
ents can receive housing subsidies of 
500,000 yuan (US$72,059), 300,000 
yuan (US$43,235) and 200,000 yuan 

(US$28,823), as well as work subsi-
dies of 100,000 yuan (US$14411), 
70,000 yuan (US$10,088) and 
50,000 yuan (US$7,205). (Staff cor-
respondents)

[Read More] The 15 indus-
tries where Yunnan encourages sole 
foreign investment include manufac-
turing of new energy vehicles, manu-
facturing of special purpose vehicles, 
manufacturing of key components for 
new energy vehicles, the construc-
tion and operation of automobile 
gas-filling stations, the construction 
of chain gasoline  stations, the in-
tensive processing of non-ferrous 
metals, the development and appli-
cation of new-type natural rubber, 
the development and manufacturing 
of natural flavours and fragrances, 
the development and production 
of nutritious and protective foods, 
the development and application of 
special edible products, the develop-
ment and production of biomedicine, 
manufacturing of new-type electronic 
components, manufacturing of touch 
systems, the development and manu-
facturing of virtual reality and aug-
mented reality equipment, and the 
development and application of the  
Internet of Things technologies.

                             (Yunnan Daily)
Actors from theatre academy of Dhaka University perform at the inauguration 
ceremony. Photo by Xinhua

Green development 
becomes consensus in China

Editor’s note: This year 
marks the 70th anniversary 
o f  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e 
People’s Republic of China. 
Over  t he  pas t  70  year s , 
C h i n a  h a s  m a d e  g r e a t 
achievements in protecting its 
eco environment. Today, the 
concept of green development 
has widely been accepted in 

the country and the quality 
of the environment is steadily 
improving. 

This issue, let’s take a 
look at how Chinese people 
implement the concept of 
"Luc id  wa ter s  and  lush 
mountains are invaluable 
assets” and what results they 
have achieved.

Story: Baima Snow 
Mountain in Diqing Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture is 
the main habitat of Yunnan 
snub-nosed monkeys.  In 
the 1980s, the number of 
Yunnan snub-nosed monkeys 
d ropped  sha rp ly  due  t o 
habitat destruction. Since 
the year 2000, the province 
has invested heavily in the 
protection of its monkeys, 
so that their population has 
begun to show steady growth. 
In  July  of  th is  year,  the 
Yunnan Provincial Forestry 
and Grassland Department 
joined hands with a number 
of institutions in building a 

holistic protection network 
f o r  Yu n n a n  s n u b - n o s e d 
monkeys. By strengthening 
communication in nearby 
communities and preserving, 
restoring and patrolling the 
habitats, the province has 
brought the population of 
Yunnan snub-nosed monkeys 
to over 3,500.

Data: To date, China 
has identified 2,750 nature 
reserves of various types, 
including 474 national nature 
reserves. The country has 
increased the area of  i ts 
terrestrial nature reserves to 
more than 1.7 million square 
kilometres.

Story: People's living, 
production and tourism once 
caused serious environmental 
problems in Erhai, the second 
largest freshwater lake in 
southwest China's Yunnan 
province. In recent years, the 
local government has taken 
stringent pollution control 
measures, removing illegal 
buildings and shutting down 
restaurants and hotels on 
the lakeside. This was done 
until their sewage treatment 
equipment reached national 
standards. In 2018, Erhai 

reported water quali ty of 
Grade II over seven months, 
a n d  G r a d e  I I I  o v e r  f i v e 
months, the best record for the 
lake since 2015.

Data: From 2012 to 
2017, the percentage of areas 
with excellent water quality 
con t inued  to  r i s e ,  wh i l e 
those with Grade V water 
quality continued to drop. 
The area of wetlands reached 
804 million mu (about 53.6 
million hectares) in China, 
ranking first in Asia and fourth 
globally.

Story: Wu Chaoshun, 
46, was all smiles when he 
looked at the mangoes hanging 
from the trees. He used to 
run a coal mine in Huaping 
County, southwest China’s 
Yu n n a n  P r o v i n c e .  C o a l 
mining was once one of the 
county's pillar industries, but 
it damaged local ecosystems. 
In recent years, the country 
u n d e r t o o k  a n  i n d u s t r i a l 
restructuring push, shutting 
down coal mines and turning 
them into mango orchards. 
Currently, the county's mango 
planting area has exceeded 
20,000 hectares, bringing in 
an annual value of more than 
one billion yuan (about 141.92 
million US dollars). 

Data: Since 2012, 
China has afforested 33.87 
mil l ion hectares  of  land, 
bringing its forest coverage 
to 208 million hectares and 
registering the largest increase 
in forest resources in the 
world. Today, the country 
boasts a forest coverage rate 
of 21.66 percent, as well as 
timber stocks of 15.137 billion 
cubic meters. China reported 
its deserts were expanding 
at a rate of more than 10,000 
square kilometres annually 
in the late 20th century. Now, 
the area of deserts are reduced 
by 2,400 square kilometres 
annually. 

(Staff correspondents) 

Animals are back

53.6 million hecares of wetlands

World's largest increase 
in forest resources

Yunnan attracts foreign investors 
with favourable policies

Purple pottery: The essence of 
Yunnan’s literati lifestyle

   If you ever have a chance 
to stroll in the street of Jianshui 
old town, you would likely 
be fascinated by hundreds of 
purple pottery workshops. Pots, 
vases, tea cups, ink boxes and 
even brush pen holders made of 
mud and clay can be found here 
without difficulty.

Jianshui County, located 
in southeast Yunnan's Honghe 
Hani and Yi Autonomous 
Prefecture, takes a special role 
in the history of  the province. 
Jianshui used to be a key 
marketplace where innumerable 
merchants congregated, and 
also a center of education which 
can still be glimpsed from the 
awe-inspiring 700-year-old 
Confucius Temple that erects in 

the town.
 Ancient Chinese scholar-

officials, also known as literati, 
were always fond of exquisite 
pottery wares. And tea ports 
made of purple clays combined 
with other colors of mud, such 
as yellow, red, white and black 
were among their favorites. 
Various types of purple pottery 
wares in the mansions of 
wealthy officials, together 
with the soup, wine or tea they 
contained, formed the essence 
of Yunnan’s literati lifestyle. 

With an increasing number 
of pottery artists gathering in 
Jianshui recently, the hand-
made pottery art i facts  of 
Yunnan are about to expect a 
new boom.   (Wang Jingzhong)
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