
Accord ing  to  s ta t i s t i cs 
from the Chinese Ministry of 
Commerce, China introduced 
2 4 , 0 5 0  f o r e i g n - i n v e s t e d 
companies from January to 
July of 2019, utilizing 533.14 
billion yuan (US$78.8 billion) 
in overseas investment, up 
7.3 percent (3.6 percent if 
calculated in US dollars) over 
the previous year.

The structure of overseas 
investment in China continued 
to  improve .  Accord ing  to 
Zhu Bing, deputy director of 
the Department of Foreign 
Investment Administration, 

Chinese Ministry of Commerce, 
the high-tech manufacturing 
and high-tech service industries 
maintained a high level of 
growth.  In  the  f i rs t  seven 
months of this year, overseas 
investment in China's high-
tech industry grew by 43.1 
year-on-year, accounting for 
29.3 percent of total overseas 
investment. Specifically, in the 
high-tech manufacturing and 
high-tech service industries, 
the foreign investment actually 
utilized increased by 19 percent 
and 63.2 percent, respectively, 
year-on-year.

Geographical ly,  inward 
foreign investment showed 
remarkable growth in eastern, 
central and western China, as 
well as in pilot free trade zones. 
In particular, during the first 
seven months this year, inward 
foreign investment increased 
by 25.2 percent year-on-year in 
western China. Overseas capital 
utilized by pilot free trade zones 
grew by 14.6 percent year-
on-year, accounting for 14.2 
percent of the national total.

Major sources of foreign 
investment also continued to 
rise. From January to July, 

Germany, South Korea, Japan 
and the Netherlands increased 
their investment in China by 
72.4 percent, 69.7 percent, 
12.6 percent and 14.3 percent, 
respectively. Compared to 2017, 
actual foreign investment from 
the European Union increased 
by 18.3 percent, and that from 
the countries along the Belt 
and Road increased by five 
percent from 2017 (including 
investment through free-trade 
ports)

(Translated from Xinhua) 
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XI’S REMARKS

At the end of 2018, the total millage of express highway in Yunnan reached 5,198 kilometers, and the length of its operating 
high-speed railway reached 1,026 kilometers. Photo from Yunnan Daily

China will continue to adhere 
to its fundamental national 
policy of opening-up and pur-
sue development with its door 
wide open. I wish to make it 
clear to all that China’s door of 
opening-up will not be closed 
and will only open even wider! 
What has happened proves that 
opening-up was key to China’s 
economic growth over the past 
40 years and in the same vein, 

high-quality development of 
China’s economy in the future 
can only be achieved with 
greater openness.

——Excerpt from keynote 
speech by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping at the opening 
ceremony of the Boao Forum 
for Asia Annual Conference 
held on April 10, 2018

Every afternoon, crowds 
of young Western customers 
would get together at À Table, 
a French bakery and café not 
far from the Green Lake Park 
in central Kunming. Croissant, 
French sandwich and baguette 
are among the best sellers of this 
restaurant.

Getting up around 7 a.m. 
Vincent, the owner of À Table, 
only prepares 20 baguettes 
each day, in order to make sure 
that every loaf that comes onto 
customers’ tables is as hot and 
fresh as it can be. 

A s  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d 
meticulous Frenchman, Vincent 
always keeps an eye on those 
details. “He felt in love with this 
old house when he saw it for the 
first time,” said Haiya, Vincent’s 
wife who is a Chinese. “These 
brick flooring tiles and wooden 
walls combine perfectly with 
our desserts and coffee.”

“I enjoy my life in Yunnan 
very much,” said Vincent. And 

he is definitely not the only 
person that feels this way. In 
fact, quite a few French come 
to settle down on this land not 
merely because of its congenial 
climate, but the special historical 
and cultural tie between Yunnan 
and their homeland.

A n u m b e r  o f  c u l t u r a l 
similarities that Yunnan shares 
with France, such as the cultures 
of coffee and mushroom eating, 
are another factor which keeps 
enchanting the French nationals, 
just like Vincent.

À Table, meaning “the meal 
is ready” in French, now has 
become a major gathering place 
for the French community in 
Kunming, and everything in 
relations to Yunnan and France 
seems to be able to evoke 
customers’ interest here. “I hope 
that food exchange could bring 
Yunnan and France closer than 
ever,”  said Vincent. 

                (Wang Jingzhong)

In the memory of fifty-six-
year-old Li Yuexue, a local 
citizen of Kunming, capital of 
Yunnan province, the Dianchi 
Lake was once clean and rich 
in aquatic resources such as fish 
and shrimps. 

However, since the 1980s, 
the lake began to deteriorate as 
the city expanded and developed 
at a fast pace. In the late 1990s, 
the lake became one of the most 
polluted in the country, and 
the water quality was deemed 
"inferior to Grade V," the worst 
level in China's water quality 
grading system.

The worsening situation 
aroused attention of the central 
government, which listed the 
restoration of Dianchi Lake a 
key project in fighting river and 
lake pollution across the country.

Cleansing the 36 major river 
channels including the Panlong 
River is just a basic step. Over 
the past 20 years, the city has 
built intensive underground 
pipes to intercept pollution and 
scores of large sewage treatment 
plants, where all wastewater has 
to be carefully processed before 
being reused or discharged into 
the lake.

Since 2013, large amount of 
water has been diverted into the 
lake to restore its self-purifying 
capabilities, amounting to about 
3 billion cubic meters so far.

Du Jinsong is an engineer 
who has participated in Dianchi 
Lake protection project all the 

way. He said recovering ecology 
around the lake is also an integral 
part of the arduous undertaking. 
Now, thousands of hectares of 
wetlands have been established 
around Dianchi with relocation 
of some local residents, which 
form an important ecological 
barrier.

"They  can  e ffec t ive ly 
decontaminate the water before 
it flows into the lake," Du 
explained.

More than 50 billion yuan 
(around seven billion U.S. 
dollars) has been invested in 
the campaign during the past 
20 years. Now the efforts have 
started to pay off.

In 2016, the water quality of 
the lake was upgraded to Grade 
V – a leap-forward in progress, 
and further improved to Grade 
IV in 2018.

"I can feel the changes. We 
can often spot fishes in the river 
now," said Li Yuexue.

Some rare animals like the 
glossy ibis and the garganey that 
used to inhabited here have come 
back. The lake area has also 
regained its status as the city's 
landmark tourist destination.

"Dianchi Lake is just a mirror 
of the economic and social 
development of Kunming. I 
believe we will brush up this 
mirror again and let the 'pearl' 
sparkle again with our persistent 
efforts," said Wu Tao, vice 
mayor of Kunming.

   (China Daily)

in overseas investment, up 3.6 
percent over the previous year.

Yunnan achieves rapid, high-quality 
development in new era

Yunnan's integration into BRI

Beijing Horticulture Expo ushers in 
'Yunnan Day'

 From August 11th to 13th, 
the Beijing Horticulture Expo 
2019 Yunnan Day, a.k.a. the 
Yunnan Business Promotion, 
was held at the Beijing World 
Horticulture Expo Garden. 
Exhibited at the event were tea, 
coffee, vegetables, fruits and 
handicrafts that are recognized 

in China as well as examples 
of intangible cultural heritage. 
Visitors could also enjoy the 
ethnic music and dancing show 
Colourful Yunnan, as well as 
China's first large-scale acrobatic 
d r a m a  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
protection, entitled Fantasy 
Forest. The Yunnan Garden also 

staged immersive interactive 
performances throughout the 
day to present before the world 
Yunnan's local characteristics, 
unique cultures and artistic 
charms.The photo here shows the 
ethnic dance performed during 
the Yunnan Day. 

Photo by Chen Fei

IN-PICS

" I n  2 0 1 8 ,  Yu n n a n 
achieved a total economic 
v o l u m e  o f  n e a r l y  1 . 8 
t r i l l i o n  y u a n  ( a b o u t 
US$260 billion), alongside 
a local public revenue of 
more than 370 billion yuan 
(US$52.55 billion). These 
two totals rose 205 times 
and 1 ,988 t imes  when 
respectively compared 
with 1952 levels," said 
Chen Hao, secretary of the 
CPC Yunnan Provincial 
C o m m i t t e e .  O n  t h e 
morning of August 12th, 
as part of the celebrations 
m a r k i n g  t h e  7 0 t h 
anniversary of the founding 
of People’s Republic of 
China, the Chinese State 
Council Information Office 
held a news conference 
in Beijing especially for 
Yunnan. On the occasion, 
C h e n  H a o  i n t r o d u c e d 
the province's economic 
and social development 
to foreign and domestic 
j o u r n a l i s t s .  Yu n n a n 
P r o v i n c i a l  G o v e r n o r 
Ruan Chengfa answered 
questions from the press. 

" I n  t e r m s  o f  m a j o r 
indica tors ,  the  annual 
growth of our ethnic areas 
has been higher than the 

provincial  average for 
years,” Chen Hao said. 
Accordingly, 26 ethnic 
g roups  ( inc lud ing  the 
H a n  C h i n e s e )  l i v e  i n 
Yunnan. Chen went on to 
explain that the province 
is vigorously promoting 
e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l 
development in the areas 
inhabited by the province’s 
25 ethnic minorities. Today, 
statistics show that the 
number of poor people in 
the province's ethnic areas 
has decreased from 4.26 
million in 2012, to 865,000 
in late 2018. During the 
same period, Yunnan lifted 
7.07 million people out of 
poverty (China's current 
poverty line definition is 
2,300 yuan, or US$327), 
and  ach ieved  pove r ty 
a l levia t ion in  48 poor 
count ies .  The  pover ty 
h e a d c o u n t  r a t i o  h a s 
dropped from 21.7 percent 
in late 2012 to 5.39 percent 
this year in the province. 

From 2012 to 2018, 
f o r e s t  c o v e r a g e  i n 
Yunnan increased from 
50 .03  percen t  to  60 .3 
percent .  Addi t iona l ly, 
the percentage of days 
with good air quality has 

stayed above 98 percent in 
the province's cities at or 
above the prefectural level, 
and the water quality of 
Yunnan’s nine plateau lakes 
has improved significantly. 
Yunnan has effectively 
protected more than 90 
pe rcen t  o f  i t s  t yp i ca l 
ecosystems,  a longside 
more than 85 percent of 
its key protected wildlife 
species.

"Yunnan's cooperation 
w i t h  o t h e r  C h i n e s e 
provinces and neighbouring 
countries is of increasingly 
higher quality, broader 
scope and richer results," 
said Chen Hao. Yunnan 
has established eleven 
bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation mechanisms 
with nine countries. It has 
set up eighteen functional 
a r e a s  f o r  o p e n i n g -
u p  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n , 
covering seven categories. 
Moreover, it has opened its 
doors even wider through 
the  Ch ina -Sou th  As ia 
Expo and other platforms. 
Yunnan has cumulatively 
introduced 3.8 trillion yuan 
(US$ about 540 billion) 
from outside the province 
since 2015.

 Policy coordination 

Yunnan has established 11 bilateral and multilateral cooperation 

mechanisms with 9 countries.

 People-to-people bonds 

Yunnan has established 15 Confucius Institutes abroad, and 

18,778 overseas students currently study at institutions of higher 

learning in the province.

 Financial integration 

Yunnan has expanded cross-border RMB settlement businesses to 
more than 90 countries and regions.

 Facilities connectivity 

The Chinese sections of expressways connecting China with 
Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar have completely gone into operation. 
The China-Vietnam Railway has been opened to traffic in the province, 
while the construction of the China-Laos Railway is in full swing. 
Meanwhile, the China-Myanmar Railway is picking up speed on 
the Chinese side. Yunnan has spread communication services to nine 
neighbouring countries.

  Unimpeded trade 

Yunnan has set up 25 gateway ports at the state and provincial 
approval. Now the province boasts five national economic and 
technological development zones and four national border economic 
cooperation zones. It has held five sessions of the China-South Asia 
Expo, set up 30 trade representative offices abroad and completed 

investment of US$9.99 billion in other countries.

INVESTMENT

foreign-invested companies 
from January to July of 2019

China introduced 
24,050

and utilized
$78.8 billion

French-style food at À Table   Photo by the interviewee


