
On August 30, plaque-awarding 
ceremonies were simultaneously held 
in Kunming, Honghe and Dehong, 
marking the official establishment of 
the China(Yunnan) Pilot Free Trade 
Zone.

Its location in border areas is the 
biggest feature of the China (Yunnan) 
Pilot Free Trade Zone. The next 
step, after the official opening, will 
be the exploration of new border 
and cross-border policies by Yunnan 
province which will give full play 
to aforementioned advantages. The 
province will quicken the pace of 
developing into a frontier of China's 
opening-up process and become a hub 
for South and Southeast Asia. Yunnan 
aims to develop the pilot free trade 
zone alongside other platforms. 

Zhou Xining, director of the Pilot 
Free Trade Zone Research Centre of 
the Yunnan Association of International 
Trade, shares his interpretation of the 
China (Yunnan) Free Trade Zone 
from three aspects. Firstly, it will help 
improve the quality of services by 
making all sorts of services readily 
available by implementing the policy 
of "one port and multiple channels". 
Secondly, it will facilitate a more open 
and free market, allowing for a free 
flowing of all factors. And lastly, it will 

provide companies with more and 
better investment opportunities. For 
example, the pilot free trade zone will 
make it easier for foreigners to work in 
Yunnan, and the development of cross-
border logistics will pick up speed. 

The establishment of the China 

(Yunnan) Free Trade Zone has drawn 
considerable attention from the South 
and Southeast Asian diplomats and 
business people who are operating 
in the province. According to them, 
Yunnan is in an incomparable place to 
cooperate with South and Southeast 

Asian countries, given its unique 
geographical position. The pilot free 
trade zone will increase opportunities 
for cooperation between Yunnan and 
the neighbouring countries.

"The pilot free trade zone will 
implement rapid inspection and 

quarantine of agricultural products 
imported from neighboring countries. 
This is certainly a great news for 
Myanmar." Mr. Htun Aung kyaw, 
Myanmar Consul General in 
Kunming, notes that the establishment 
of China (Yunnan) pilot free trade zone 
is conducive to the development of 
agricultural projects, so as to promote 
border trade, enhance the construction 
of the Myanmar-China Economic 
Corridor and deliver tangible benefits 
to the two peoples.

M. Nashir Uddin from Bangladesh 
is the CEO of a consulting company 
in Kunming. He came to the city in 
2013. He recalled that when he started 
his business, many of his clients 
were confused by customs clearance 
procedures and trade policies of 
different countries. As Yunnan has 
deepened its opening up in recent 
years, lots of policies are introduced to 
facilitate the development of foreign 
enterprises , and the customs clearance 
is greatly improved. He believes that 
the establishment of the pilot free 
trade zone will further promote the 
opening up of Yunnan province and 
provide more information, channels 
and preferential policies for South and 
Southeast Asian entrepreneurs.

(Yunnan Daily)
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China to share its eco-experience 
at 2020 UN biodiversity meeting

  China tells U.S. once again: 
Hands off Hong Kong affairs

Fortune Global Sustainability Forum 
2019 held in Yunnan

Chinese and Bangladeshi companies 
step up cooperation in new energy 

China-US trade talks 
to resume next month
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Pilot Free Trade Zone to increase cooperation
 between Yunnan and S and SE Asia

Four decades of reform and 
opening-up has given us many 
valuable inspirations. The 
most important one is that 
for any country or nation to 
achieve rejuvenation, they 
must follow the logic of histo-
ry and the trend of the times in 

their pursuit of progress and 
development.  
——Excerpt from keynote 
speech by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping at the opening 
ceremony of the Boao Forum 
for Asia Annual Conference 
held on April 10, 2018

Recently a memorandum of 
understanding between the China 
National Machinery and Equipment 
Import and Export Corporation 
(CMEC) and the North-West Power 
Generation Company of Bangladesh 
for a new energy power plant in 
Bangladesh was signed in the 
country's capital Dhaka. The CMEC 
is a subsidiary of China General 
Technology (Group) Holding 
Limited.

In the memorandum, the two 
companies agree to invest in solar 
power plants, wind power plants 
and other new energy projects in 
Bangladesh, in the form of a public-
private partnership (PPP) as 50/50 
partners.

In the near future, the two 
companies will jointly build three 
renewable energy power plants 

with a total installed capacity of 
approximately 250,000 kilowatts. 
These projects will promote the 
use of green energy in Bangladesh 
and provide an example for 
environmentally friendly projects in 
the country.

CMEC chairman Ruan Guang 
said they will continue to cooperate 
with Bangladeshi companies in the 
spirit of broad consultation, joint 
contributions and shared benefits. 
The two sides will jointly invest in, 
build and operate the power supply 
projects in order to benefit the local 
community.

Founded in 1950, the CMEC is 
one of the first Chinese companies 
to expand its business overseas. 
The company has been operating in 
Bangladesh for more than 30 years. 

(Xinhua)

China and the United States 
agreed to hold the 13th round of 
their high-level economic and 
trade consultations next month in 
Washington, representing a fresh 
attempt to bridge their differences 
and make "substantial" progress, 
according to Chinese Ministry of 
Commerce and analysts.

Chinese Vice-Premier Liu He 
had a phone conversation, upon the 
invitation of the US, with US Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer 
and US Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin on the morning of 
September 5, the ministry said in a 
statement.

The two sides agreed to take 
concrete action to create favorable 
conditions for bilateral consultations, 
the ministry said in a statement.

Chinese Commerce Minister 
Zhong Shan, Governor of the 
People's Bank of China Yi Gang and 
Ning Jizhe, deputy director of the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission, also participated in the 
conversation.

Gao Feng, a spokesman for 
the Ministry of Commerce, told 
reporters later on September 5 in 
Beijing that the two sides had a good 
conversation and will "strive to make 
substantial progress".

The ministry added that working 
teams from the two countries will 
conduct serious discussions in mid-
September to prepare for the next 
meeting, which had originally been 

planned for this month.
Lighthizer's spokesman said in 

an emailed statement that deputy-
level meetings will take place to 
lay the groundwork for meaningful 
progress, Reuters reported.

Yang Weiyong, an economics 
professor at the University of 
International Business and 
Economics in Beijing, said China 
and the US, as the world's two largest 
economies, should build stronger 
mutual trust and understanding to 
advance future talks.

"Calm and rational" minds are 
needed to resolve remaining issues 
and achieve progress, Yang said.

Since the last round of 
consultations in Shanghai in late 
July, it has taken more than a month 
for negotiating teams from the two 
nations to decide on the next meeting.

On September 1, part of new 
additional tariffs recently announced 
by Washington on $300 billion 
worth of Chinese goods took effect. 
China took countermeasures on the 
same day, before lodging a complaint 
against the US under the World Trade 
Organization's dispute settlement 
mechanism.

Gao said China has not 
considered withdrawing the 
complaint against the latest tariff 
move. He said the US tariff measures 
targeting Chinese imports seriously 
violate the rules of free trade and the 
multilateral trading system.

(China Daily)

China is expected to contribute its 
vision of an ecological civilization to 
help address the planet’s biodiversity 
crisis as it holds a United Nations bio-
diversity conference next year.

The theme for the 15th meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, to 
be held in Kunming, Yunnan province, 
in October 2020, will be Ecological 
Civilization - Building a Shared Future 
for All Life on Earth.

The conference will elaborate on 
the post-2020 global framework on 
biodiversity and identify global biodi-

versity protection goals up to 2030.
“As President Xi Jinping of China 

said, ecological civilization is a vision 
for China,” Cristiana Palmer, execu-
tive secretary of the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, 
said at a news conference in Beijing on 
Sepetmber 3.

“We will work with our Chinese 
colleagues and partners to use this vi-
sion to inspire many other countries and 
even the whole world so that together 
we can build a shared future,” she said.

She said the conference is going to 
be held against the backdrop of a “plan-

etary crisis”.
While climate change is already 

wreaking havoc with the Earth’s sys-
tem, a scientific study released in May 
announced that about 1 million spe-
cies are on the brink of extinction. The 
oceans are also being suffocated by 
micro plastic pollution.

In this context, the Kunming con-
vention “is probably a historical event”, 
and representatives from 196 countries 
are coming together to “define a new 
policy, a new framework to help us 
save this planet,” she said.

Li Ganjie, Chinese minister of ecol-
ogy and environment, said China will 
closely cooperate with the secretariat to 
make the coming conference a “suc-
cessful and history-making event”.

“We will share with the world Chi-
na’s progress in promoting ecological 
civilization and green growth, and its 
experiences in environmental gover-
nance,” Li said.

“We are ready to join hands with 
the international society to contribute 
Chinese wisdom and China’s plan for 
global biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable development so as to better 
protect the planet.”

 (China Daily)

On September 4, the Fortune 
Global Sustainability Forum 2019 
kicked off by Fuxian Lake in central 
Yunnan's Yuxi. The theme was 
"Green Grows Up: Forging a New 
Environmental Consensus", 

In his opening speech, Chen 
Hao, the Yunnan Provincial Party 
Secretary said that the forum was 
in line with the province’s new 
vision and direction of development. 
As Yunnan pursues green and 
sustainable development, the forum 
will enable the outside world to better 
understand China and Yunnan. It 
will furthermore pool wisdom for 

sustainability, build consensus and 
promote good practices to influence 
other countries, and encourage 
Yunnan to aim higher in the practice 
of green development.

Fortune CEO Alan Murray 
expressed hope that global business 
elites and experts would participate 
in the forum and brainstorm on 
sustainability.

The Fortune Forum is one of 
the most influential forums globally. 
The three-day Fortune Global 
Sustainability Forum 2019, including 
ten sub-forums, was attended by 
about 300 people. (Yunnan Daily)

Xinhua: a thousand-year-
old silver village

China reiterated its firm 
opposition against U.S. gross 
interference in China's internal 
affairs, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Geng Shuang told 
reporters September 6, once 
again warning that the Chinese 
government will never allow any 
external forces to disturb Hong 
Kong.

Geng's remarks come after U.S. 

leader of Senate Democrats said 
September 6 to list China's action in 
Hong Kong among "top priorities."

It is recognized that Hong 
Kong has enjoyed a high degree of 
autonomy and rapid development 
since it's return to the motherland on 
July 1, 1997, said Geng, adding that 
the policy of "One Country, Two 
Systems" and Hong Kong people 
administering Hong Kong has been 

fully implemented.
"We urge U.S. politicians to 

respect basic facts, discard arrogance 
and prejudice, stop pushing the 
relevant act and meddling in Hong 
Kong affairs, and work to enhance 
mutual trust and cooperation 
between the two countries," Geng 
stressed.

(CGTN)

Each  day  i n  X inhua ,  a 
seemingly mundane village 
sitting in northwest Yunnan’s 
Heqing county, begins with 
some rhythmic cling clang 
sound shrouded in morning 
mist.

However, only a few know 
that this is where the secret of 
the village lays.

Xinhua, as a matter of fact, 
is an unusual place in which 
nearly every single household 
has been involved in the making 
of silverware for centuries. 

In here, silver artifacts—
even those with the simplest 
forms—might take a villager’s 
half month of work.

You  pe rhaps  can  never 
believe that a quality and well-
designed silver pot would entail 
up to one hundred thousand 
times of hammering before 
completion.

But  this  is  exact ly  why 
these handicrafts, marked by 
durability and elegance, have 
gained much popularity among 
cus tomers  f rom the  U.S . , 

Japan, India, Malaysia, Nepal, 
Thailand, Pakistan and many 
more.

The production of silverware 
in Xinhua can be traced back 
to as early as the period of 
Nanzhao (738-920AD), one 
locally-built kingdom in Yunnan 
which synchronized with the 
Tang Dynasty(618-907), a peak 
for the entire history of ancient 
China.

But nothing seems to have 
been forgotten or discarded 
today—some  1 ,100  yea r s 
later—as the enthusiasm of 
producing silver artworks was, 
and still is infused in the soul of 
silversmiths from Xinhua. 

Silverware being created 
here range widely from rice 
bowls and kettles to tea cups, 
from bracelets and earrings to 
small statues and even fairly 
sophisticated crowns. And it 
seems that every one of them 
retains a good story, waiting to 
be heard.

 (Wang Jingzhong)

The Kunming area will strengthen interconnected 
development with the Kunming Airport Economic Zone. It 
will focus on high-end manufacturing, aviation logistics, the 
digital economy, corporation headquarters business and other 
industries. It aims to become a hub of connectivity, a centre 
of information and logistics, and a focal point of culture and 
education for South and Southeast Asia. 

The Honghe area will develop in tandem with the Honghe 
Comprehensive Bonded Zone and the Mengzi Economic and 
Technological Development Zone. It will focus on processing 
and trade, big health services, cross-border tourism, cross-
border e-commerce and other industries. It will develop into a 
trade and logistics centre, a processing and manufacturing base 
for ASEAN nations and an example for economic cooperation 
between China and Vietnam.

More information: The 119.86 square kilometer China (Yunnan) Free Trade Zone consists of the 
Kunming, Honghe and Dehong areas, with the following functions allocated to the different areas:

KUNMING HONGHE DEHONG

The Dehong area will focus on industries such as cross-
border e-commerce, capacity cooperation and finance. It will 
strive to become a pilot area for the opening up of the country's 
border area and a gateway for the China-Myanmar economic 
corridor.

Yunnan province, where the 2020 UN bio diversity meeting will be held, has rich 
diversity in ecological resources.   (Yunnan Daily)

In Xinhua, almost every household is engaged in the silver industry. (Yunnan Daily)

Experts and scholars discuss in the forum.   (Yunnan Daily)Yunnan provincial governor Ruan Chengfa  issues business lisence to the person in charge of an enterprise which will 
operate in the China(Yunnan) Pilot Free Trade Zone.   (Yunnan Daily)


