
" Yunnan holds a special position 
in global sustainable development. The 
provincial government has intensified 
sustainability efforts in recent years, 
which have achieved remarkable 
results," said Fortune Media Group 
CEO Alan Murray at the closing 
ceremony of the inaugural Fortune 
Global Sustainability Forum. The 
Forum was held by Fuxian Lake in 

central Yunnan's Yuxi, from September 
4th to 6th.

More than 300 attendees joined the 
Fortune Global Sustainability Forum, 
which was themed Green Grows 
Up: Forging A New Environmental 
Consensus. The attendees conducted 
fruitful discussions concerning green 
energy, agricultural innovation, 
biodiversity, green development, waste 

collection and disposal and more.
The Fortune Global Forum is one 

of the most prestigious and influential 
forums in the world. We wonder why 
it chose Yunnan as the site for its first 
sustainability forum.

In an interview prior to the forum, 
Alan Murray said that Fortune had 
an optimistic view on the province's 
basic sustainability advantages and its 

proximity to South and Southeast Asia.
Yunnan is a world-class tourist 

destination, a frontier of China's reform 
and opening up policy and a hub for 
South and Southeast Asia. It is rich in 
natural resources such as non-ferrous 
metals, flowers, tea, rubber and herbal 
medicine. The varying climate, the 
unique highland ecosystems, the 
great biodiversity and splendid ethnic 
minority cultures make it an ideal place 
for leisure, wellness and sightseeing.

Recently, in pursuit of innovative, 
coordinated, green, open and shared 
development, Yunnan has made 
progress in developing an ecological 
society, and picked up speed in 
building a modern industrial system 
with unique characteristics. Yunnan is 
poised to become the most beautiful 
province in the country.

What Yunnan is doing and how 
it presents itself to the world aligns 
well with global sustainability goals. 
Therefore, Fortune has chosen to hold 
its first global sustainability forum here 
in Yunnan.

After a number of field studies 
and exchanges, attendees were won 
over by the advantages of Yunnan's 
beautiful ecosystems, abundant natural 
resources and unique geography. 
These are favourable conditions for 
sustainability, they believe. In terms of 
sustainable development, Yunnan has 
come a long way in recent years and 

promises great potential for the future.
Alan Murray has pointed out that 

the newly established China (Yunnan) 
Free Trade Pilot Zone will further 
promote sustainable development in 
the province. "Yunnan is the gateway 
of China's opening up to South and 
Southeast Asia. Trade facilitation 
will play a key role in its sustainable 
development," he said.
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Villagers shake off poverty through 
bamboo weaving

US goods exports to China fell 7 pct 
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Why does the Fortune Global Sustainability 
Forum favour Yunnan?

The Belt and Road Initiative responds 
to the trend of the times, conforms to 
the law of development, and meets the 
people’s interests. It surely has broad 
prospects. We should build on the 
sound momentum generated to steer 
the Belt and Road Initiative toward 

greater success.  
——Keynote speech delivered by 
Chinese President Xi Jinping at the 
Opening Ceremony of The Belt 
and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation  held on May 14, 2017

Yin Wenlin is no longer what 
he used to be, in the eyes of other 
villagers.

"I used to take odd jobs with 
unsteady income. On average, I 
earned 1,000 RMB (US$148) a 
month," Yin said. A few years ago, 
having had enough of poverty, his 
wife divorced him. She left him with 
two children and his mother, who 
was in her seventies.

In February 2017, Yin and his 
fellow villagers were relocated 
from Zhongshan, a village of harsh 
conditions in Lincang. They moved 
to Dayinpu, which had better 
conditions. Last September, he began 
to study the handicraft of bamboo 
weaving. Today he is a skilful 
bamboo weaver and earns more than 
3,000 RMB (US$540) a month.

In Zhongshan, many other 
villagers have also shaken off poverty 
through bamboo weaving. In March 
2018, 30 households were relocated 
from Zhongshan to Dayinpu. The 
local government had to ensure the 

relocated families could stay and 
become rich. 

According to Li Zhongyu, a 
member of the poverty alleviation 
team, Zhongshan abounds in 
bamboo resources and boasts a 
bamboo weaving history of more 
than a century. To support the 
development of local industries, the 
local government also incorporated 
Yonghe Bamboo Culture Co Ltd 
and established an online shop for 
bamboo weaving products. Now 
the brand of Zhongshan bamboo 
weaving products has become well-
known, and the villagers' income is 
steadily increasing. 

The bamboo weaving workshop 
has boosted rural tourism and related 
products. Today, Homestay hotels 
and farmer restaurants are also 
increasing the villagers' income. A 
tourist village featuring the intangible 
cultural heritage of bamboo weaving 
is now taking shape in Zhongshan.

(Xia Fanghai)

    The value of US goods exports 
to China in 2018 totaled $118 billion, 
down 7 percent from the previous 
year, according to a report released 
September 13 by the US-China 
Business Council.

"Cities and states across the 
United States, as well as businesses 
that pay taxes and employ people 
there, continue to suffer, especially 
from loss of sales as a result of 
punitive tariffs," USCBC President 
Craig Allen said in a statement.

 "Since these data were collected 
in 2018, the results today are even 
worse when you include additional 
rounds of tariffs since January, with 
more yet to come," Allen said.

The report showed that 265 
congressional districts saw lower 
goods exports volumes in 2018 than 
in 2017, and another 61 districts 
saw less than $10 million in export 
growth in the same period.

 Districts dependent on 
agricultural exports saw sales to 
China "shrivel" as a result of the 

ongoing and deepening trade 
conflicts between the world's two 
largest economies. Midwestern and 
Plains districts that export significant 
quantities of soybeans and other 
agricultural products were "hit 
particularly hard," the report said.

Despite the drop, China remains 
the third largest market for US goods 
exports after Canada and Mexico. 
About 1.1 million US jobs are 
dependent on the exports to China, 
according to the report.

 "Most Americans are not aware 
of how interdependent the two 
economies are," Allen said. "We 
read about increased prices for many 
consumer goods, but we often don't 
realize that a drop in demand can 
eliminate well-paid local jobs."

 The USCBC continues to call 
on both countries to return to the 
negotiating table to address structural 
issues in bilateral trade relations and 
lift punitive tariffs, said the statement. 

(CGTN)

In south Yunnan’s Dali Bai auton-
omous prefecture, efforts have been 
made to transform tourism, more spe-
cifically the operation of guesthouses 
that were loosely regulated and had 
contributed to the eutrophication of wa-
ter of Erhai Lake in recent years.

The closing of nearly 2,500 restau-
rants and guesthouses around the lake 
for 18 months beginning in April 2017 
had caused controversy in the media. 
However, 1,791 of the venues have 
since resumed business. Short-term 
pain is inevitable, but the sector has 
made progress when exploring alterna-

tive ways to develop tourism, says Gao 
Zhihong, Party secretary of the city of 
Dali.

In Shuanglang town, on the north-
east shore of the lake, 485 restaurants 
and guesthouses reopened to capitalize 
on the first rush season of summer after 
the resumption of business late last year.

During the fallow 18 months, a 
sewage collection and treatment sys-
tem was installed, telecommunication 
lines and solar water heaters were con-
cealed, and roads and parking lots were 
improved—things that the local people 
didn’t have the time to do in the past in 

the town. From January to July, Shuan-
glang received 1.19 million visits from 
Chinese and overseas guests, generat-
ing an income of more than 1 billion 
yuan ($139.8 million).

Zhao Yihai, president of the local 
inn industry association, says the visitor 
numbers are picking up, but business 
has not yet returned to its previous lev-
els, because many potential visitors are 
not aware of the resumption of service. 

Jiang Cuocuo, enamored by the 
sunset and clouds there, started his 
guesthouse in 2013 and witnessed a 
spurt of visitors from 2014 to 2016.

Jiang says he devoted his time to 
redesigning and renovating his guest-
house, and to reflect on how to improve 
client experience.

“Now I really cherish the opportu-
nity to run a guesthouse here again,” he 
says.

“We stopped for a while, but the 
market and people’s demands keep 
growing,” Zhao says, adding that the 
local industry is cultivating cultural ap-
peal based on the landscapes to make 
visitors stay longer and experience 
more of them.

 (China Daily)

Diplomats from various countries 
responded positively to the speech 
delivered September 11 by Pansy Ho 
Chiuking, chairwoman of the Hong 
Kong Federation of Women, at the 
42nd session of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council.

They also joined the Hong Kong 
NGO representative in condemning 
violent demonstrators in Hong Kong 
and called for calm and normal social 
order in the special administrative 
region.

 In her speech, Ho condemned the 
"increasingly escalating violent acts" 
in the Chinese city and called for the 
international community to reprimand 
the organizers and influencers and 
help to stop the promotion of hatred 
and violent extremism, which can 
only "leave irreparable scars to forever 
strip our beloved city of harmony and 
stability."

Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi, who was in 
Geneva to address the UN rights 
body session, told our reporter that 
"people should respect the law and 

not create a disordered situation" that 
will "undermine the environment of 
investment and peace and tranquillity 
in Hong Kong."

 Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun, 
permanent representative of Myanmar 
to the United Nations Office at Geneva, 
said, "We should condemn any violent 
acts there."

 "What is happening in Hong 
Kong is an internal affair of China, 
and the principles of non-selectivity, 
objectivity, non-politicization and, 
very importantly, non-interference in 
the internal affairs of another country 
should be respected," the ambassador 
said.

Mao Junxiang, executive 
director of the Center for Human 
Rights Studies at China's Central 
South University, who was in 
Geneva to attend the UN meetings, 
said the Hong Kong protests 
"surpassed the scope of peaceful 
demonstrations and have seriously 
undermined the social order, 
endangering Hong Kong."

                                    (China Daily)

Malcolm Clarke: To 
understand today’s China, 
you must travel the world

Belt and Road generates 
cooperation opportunities

It is early autumn. The village 
of Shimaigu in Shangri-La City of 
northwest Yunnan’s Diqing Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture is a verdant 
green. Fruits dangle from the 
branches and send their fragrance 
far and wide.

Jiangchu Nongbu has been 
living in the village for 75 years. 
Outside the village, the railway and 
expressway to connect Shangri-La 
with Lijiang is under construction. 

"When they are completed, we'll 
have an even better life," Nongbu 
was full of expectations. In the 
past decades, he has seen the 
infrastructure constantly improving 
in his hometown.

Since the prefecture was founded 
in 1957, the mileage of its highways 
has increased 327 times to 6,886 
kilometers, bringing prosperity to all 
its industries. From 1952 to 2018, 
Diqing's GDP has grown by 3,281 

times. Its GDP has maintained an 
average annual growth rate of 16.4 
percent in the past 70 years, leading 
10 Tibetan autonomous prefectures 
in China.

Diqing is the first prefecture to 
offer 14 years of free education in 
the province. Education has helped 
local people increase confidence in 
their own ability to shake off poverty 
and encouraged them to pursue a 
happy life. To date, 107 of the 147 
originally poor villages have been 
lifted out of poverty, and the poverty 
headcount ratio in the prefecture 
haddropped to 3.57 percent from 24 
percent at the end of 2015.

 In 2018, Diqing received 24.1 
million tourists. To protect the 
ecosystems, the prefecture has 
established one national nature 
reserve and three provincial nature 
reserves, covering more than 
320,000 hectares, and its average 
ratio of days with good air quality 
was over 99.7 percent last year. 

(Yunnan Daily)

Two-t ime Oscar  winner 
Malcolm Clarke has been producing 
documentary and feature films for 
nearly four decades. In the 1980s 
he first came to China, for business. 
"China was a typical Third World 
country at that time. Factories were 
rare and I couldn’t find a decent 
hotel. Wherever I went, I saw people 
working hard in the fields. Life was 
hard, but they were strong-willed and 
optimistic," said Clarke. 

In 2013 Clarke once again set foot 
in China to film "Better Angels", a 
documentary on Sino-US relations. 
He came to realise that unbelievable 
changes had taken place—China 
had transformed from a poor and 
backward agricultural country to the 
world's second largest economy. He 
initially thought that he could make a 
documentary on Sino-US relations in 
the two countries, but soon discovered 
that China's influence had already 
spread all over the world.

"I had to visit more places to better 
understand China," he said. The aim of 
“Better Angels” was to help Westerners 
deepen their understanding of China, 
and to develop a more mature and 
rational way for both sides to regard 
each other.

In “Better Angels”, he follows a 
native of Southwest China's Yunnan 
province who worked in Ethiopia for 
three years. During this time he could 

only keep in touch with his wife and 
children through intermittent internet 
access. When the documentary was 
screened in the town of Muscatine, 
this scene brought tears to the eyes of 

many American viewers. China’s own 
development has also benefited the rest 
of the world, as Chinese multinationals 
have created jobs for locals. In 
the documentary, an unemployed 
American housewife regained hope 
in her life when she found a job in a 
Chinese factory. "Such examples are 
everywhere," said Clarke.

"Today, China is still a mystery to 
some Westerners," Clarke said. "China 
should share more stories of ordinary 
people so that Westerners can let go 
of prejudice and suspicion towards 
China." (Ai Fumei)

Wen Guixin is a businessman 
from Malaysia. Having conducted 
foreign trade in Yunnan for eleven 
years, he now considers this business-
friendly land as his second home.

"Yunnan shares borders with 
many countries, which is an 
unparalleled advantage," Wen said. 
Over the past eleven years, he has 
witnessed the rapid development in 
Yunnan. With the implementation 
of the Belt and Road initiative in 
particular, Yunnan has opened 

its doors wider and sped up its 
development, which brings new 
opportunities for China's cooperation 
with South and Southeast Asian 
countries," Wen added.

In recent years, as a growing 
number of Malaysian business 
people begin to invest in Yunnan, 
Wen has further expanded his 
business. He believes that the Belt 
and Road will tighten China's links 
with South and Southeast Asia. Li 
Hengqiang.

Yin Wenlin is weaving bamboo crafts. Photo by Chen Fei

Fuxian Lake in Yunnan offers 
breathtaking scenery and beautiful 
ecosystems. It is an ideal site for the 
forum and a perfect place to discuss 
sustainability.

——Alan Murray, Fortune 
Media Group CEO 

Yunnan is geographically 
close to India and other South 
Asian countries. As such, we can 
facilitate more exchanges regarding 
sustainability. In particular, we 
can explore win-win cooperation 
opportunities in managing water 
resources and improving the living 
standards in rural areas.

——Aditi Mukherji from the 
International Water Management 
Institute

              Voice

Western people may not be 
able to understand the world's 
second-largest economy, but 
they can definitely understand 
how a father misses his son. 
Many Chinese parents who 
go to work in the cities leave 
their children in the care of their 
grandparents. The sacrifices 
were shocking to the Western 
viewers," said Malcolm Clarke.

Erhai Lake. Photo by Zhuang Junhua

              Photo by Yang Zheng

Discussions during the forum  Photo from Yunnan Daily


