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Yunnan leads the country in biodiversity
The national botanical museum of China to be built in Kunming
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The 2nd China Import Expo
to be held in ShanghaiYunnan sees foreign 

trade up 18 percent
 in Jan-Sept 

Tile cats: A special artwork

Ecology-based life empowers villagers

India becomes trendy 
destination for Chinese travelers

From snow-covered mountains to rainforests traversed by wild elephants, the diversity of plants brings endless splendor to Yunnan. Here, the relationship between 
human beings and plants has continued for thousands of years, and coexistence with a variety of plants has long been part of local people's daily life.

In the majestic mountains 
of Yunnan, the mountains 
are full of rhododendrons in 
different colors every spring 
and summer.

Yunnan i s  known to 
botanists as the home of 
rhododendrons. There are 
more than 800 species 
of rhododendrons in the 
world, 600 in China and 
400 in Yunnan. From the 
rhododendron of large white 
flowers at an altitude of 2,000 
meters to those of dense 
branches above an altitude of 
4,000 meters, Yunnan's snow-
capped mountains, with their 
brilliant flowers, are the most 
beautiful scenery on the plateau 
from srping to summer and a 
shining tourist destination.

In the pool of MengLun 
B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n  i n 
X i s h u a n g b a n n a  D a i 
Autonomous Prefecture, 
Lotus King is a star of tropical 
rain forest in the middle of 
summer every year and the 
largest floating lotus in Yunnan 
province. The mature leaves 
of Lotus King are in the shape 
of a round basin with great 
buoyancy to support a kid of 
20 kilograms.

In Xishuangbanna and 
other places in Yunnan, there 
are large areas of tropical rain 
forest, where there are more 
than 20,000 plant species. 
Giant trees cover the sky and 
wild elephants walk through 
the forest, are the most 
important treasure houses of 
biodiversity in China. Yunnan 
is also home to the world's 
highest tropical rain forests.

In Yunnan, plants have 
been used as medicine for 
more than one thousand years. 
Notoginseng, dendrobium 
officinale and all kinds of 
flower tea are well known 
and very precious Chinese 
m e d i c i n a l  m a t e r i a l s . 
According to statistics, there 
are 6,559 kinds of Chinese 
medicinal materials in 
Yunnan, accounting for 51.2% 
of the national resources of 
Chinese medicinal materials. 
Its planting area of Chinese 
medicinal materials also ranks 
first in China.

Today, Yunnan is taking 
traditional Chinese medicine 
as characteristic industry 
development, tries hard 
to build Yunnan medicine 
brand, has helped many 
farmers and successfully got 
rid of poverty.

Almost all people come to 
Yunnan would eatflower cake, 
a special Yunnan food. The 
cake is filled with fresh rose 
petals for a fragrant bite. 

Yunnan people have been 
eating flowers for thousands 
of years.Furzy flower, plantain 
flower and pomegranate 
flower, whether wild or 
cultivated, open the door and 
pick a handful of flowers will 
be a delicious fresh dish.

Nowadays, this kind of 
dietary method is a popular 
fashion. In the new era, 
Yunnan people still enjoy 
the wisdom of ancestral 
inheritance and more flowers 
joined the modern Yunnan 
recipes.

After rain, in the forests 
all over Yunnan, a silent 
symphony is staged and lovely 
mushrooms are scrambling 
to break the ground and 
out. According to statistics, 
wild mushroom in Yunnan 
covers more than 850 species, 
accounting for 43% of the 
world's total, and 91% of 
China's. It is the region with 
most wild mushroom species 
and the highest yield in the 
world.

Yunnan people have long 
noticed such a lively scene in 
the forest after rain. In summer, 
people go into forest early in 
the morning and harvest the 
gift of nature. The expensive 
truffle, fragrant matsutake 
and thick porcini fungus……
All kinds of wild mushrooms 
become a scenery that belongs 
to Yunnan vegetable market 
only.

En v i r o n m e n t  i s 
l i ve l i hood ;  g reen 

mountains are beauty; and 
blue skies are happiness.

We must  pro tec t  th i s 
planet like our own eyes, and 

cherish nature the way we 
cherish life.

 — R e m a r k s  m a d e 
b y  C h i n e s e  P re s i d e n t 
Xi  J inping  dur ing  h i s 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e 
deliberation of the Jiangxi 
delegation on March 6, 
2015，at the two sessions 
of that year. 

Dujieqilin, a 58-year-
old Tibetan man,who's 

fami ly  l ive  in  Pudacuo 
National Park, Diqing Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture, 
Yu n n a n  P r o v i n c e .  T h e 
highland barley he grows, the 
yaks he raises and his family's 
ranch now is part of the 
national park landscape, along 
with the surrounding snowy 
mountain meadows, forests 
and lakes. 

“Before, we had little income 
from cutting down trees and 
grazing cattle.” When talking 
about the past, Dujieqilin could 
not bear to think back. His 
family of seven did farming 
and raise cattle and their annual 
income was no more than 5,000 
yuan. The extensive way of life 
destroyed the local ecological 
environment. Wildlife in the 
forests was in decline. In late 
1990s, animals like deer was 
almost disappeared. 

When Pudacuo National 
Park was established a few 
years ago, community feeding 
policy was implemented. That 

gave Dujieqilin three identities: 
villager and forest rangers of 
Luorong Village, Jiantang Town, 
Shangri-la and a citizen of the 
National Park. We receive more 
than 50,000 yuan a year for 
ecological, grassland, tourism 
and other types of feedback. If 
the ecology is not well protected, 
the money is gone,” said 
Dujieqilin.

Long Decheng, a villager 
from Gongshan Dulong and Nu 
Autonomous County of Nujiang 
Lisu Autonomous Prefecture is 
also a beneficiary from forest 
protection. He is a village 
forest resources guard team 
leader, not only to manage 
village rangers, but also to lead 
patrolling in the mountains. 
Long Decheng said that the 
80 rangers in the village cover 
an area of more than 800,000 
mu, with a monthly subsidy of 
800 yuan per person and 1,400 
yuan for each village group 
leader.

“Accurately absorb registered 
households to participate 

in ecological management 
and protection to achieve 
employment and get rid of 
poverty at their doorsteps in the 
mountains.” Ren Zhizhong, 
director of Yunnan Forestry 
and Pastry Bureau, said that 
patrolling and protecting the 
forest is not only helpful to 
increase incomes, but also 
convenient to take care of the old 
and young in their family. They 
have achieved win-win results in 
ecological protection and poverty 
alleviation. 

The “Ecological forest 
patroller+” model effectively 
drives a steady increase in 
incomes and poverty alleviation 
of the poor. Up to now, 17, 
000 rangers have been hired 
in Diqing Prefecture, covered 
all eligible people living in 
poverty. The employment of 
ecological forest rangers in 
Nujiang Prefecture has helped 
51,400 poor people increase 
their income steadily. 

By Wang Jingzhong and 
Wang Changshan.

The number of visits 
made by Chinese to 

India registered robust growth 
during the first three quarters of 
this year, making India a trendy 
destination for Chinese tourists, 
according to a report published 
by China's online travel agency 
Ctrip.

Data from Ctrip showed that 
the number of visits made by 
Chinese to India surged by over 
70 percent during the January-
September period, with over 60 
percent of the travelers in their 
thirties or forties.

Compared  wi th  o the r 
traditional overseas travel 
destinations, India remained a 
niche for most Chinese, a Ctrip 

product manager said, adding 
that as Chinese people learn 
more about India, reservations 
for package tours have seen an 
increase of over 40 percent.

Indian tourism products 
continued to increase, as tour 
operators rolled out diversified 
traveling routes and products, 
allowing travelers to make 
Buddhist pilgrimages, celebrate 
the Hindu spring festival and visit 
shooting locations of Chinese 
movies.

According to the Embassy of 
India in Beijing, electronic visa 
policies for Chinese citizens were 
relaxed starting from October, 
including lower visa fees and 

extended validity.
The new policies wil l 

benefit hundreds of thousands 
of people, further stimulating 
Chinese travelers' enthusiasm 
to visit India, a Ctrip employee 
estimated.

Under the new policy, Chinese 
citizens only need to pay $80 for 
a multiple-entry electronic visa 
valid for five years and $25 for 
a single-entry visa valid for 30 
days.

In the first three quarters of 
this year, Chinese travelers spent 
an average of 649 yuan (about 
$91.8) on their visas to India, 
Ctrip data showed.

                          By Chinadaily
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The signing ceremony 
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l 

Museum of Botany jointly 
to be buil t  by Yunnan 
Provincial Government, Chin 
ese Academy of Sciences 
and Kunming Municipal 
Government was held in 
Kunming on October 8. That 
marks the clock is ticking 
down on the construction 
of the National Museum of 
Botany in Kunming, capital 

of Yunnan province. 
China is  one of  the 

countries with the most 
abundant biological species 
in the world. Yunnan has a 
wide variety of landforms 
and natural environments, 
and is the most biodiverse 
area in China. It is also 
the gathering or birthplace 
of many important plant 
g roups .  Accord ing  to 

statistics, there are 19,365 
species of higher plants 
in Yunnan, accounting 
for 62.9% of the 30,000 
species in China. Plant 
spec ies  f rom t rop ica l 
and subtropical zone to 
temperate zone and even 
cold zone can be found in 
Yunnan.

Kunming is famous as a 
spring city and a flower city 

in China. There are more 
than 460 kinds of wild 
plants in Kunming and its 
output value of flowers has 
been leading in China for 
20 years, which provides 
favorable conditions for 
carrying out scientific 
research, developing health 
industry and building green 
economy.

The National Museum 

of Botany of China will 
combine exhibit ion of 
traditional museums with 
collection and display of 
living plants and research of 
traditional culture and big 
health industry. The project 
is located in the north of 
the main city of Kunming, 
with a preliminary scope of 
about 10 square kilometers.

Numbers

Tile cats  – normally 
crouching on rooftops 

of those white folk houses 
typical in west Yunnan’s Dali 
Bai Autonomous Prefecture – 
are characterized particularly by 
their round and staring eyes as 
well as huge and open mouths. 

The Bai people, who domi-
nate the local ethnic population 
of Dali, for long have believed 
that the tile cats are auspicious 
which can bring households 
safety and wealth. Recently, 
these gargoyle-like statuettes 
have been made into souvenirs 
by Su Longxiang, a native-born 
clay sculptor, and it has been 
gaining popularity among tour-
ists ever since.

Born in the Fengyi township 
of the Dali Prefecture, Su took 
over the job of making clay 
sculptures from his grandfather 
at the young age of 10. Now, he 
is recognised by the province 
as an inheritor of intangible 
cultural heritage.

The tile cat is definitely not a 

simple artefact to make. To begin 
with, wet clay has to be blended 
with some amount of sand to 
increase its viscosity. This could 
effectively prevent clay from 
being cracked in the oven later, 
and thus is considered an ideal 
method to make tile cats. Then, 
Su would take a big lump of clay 
and press it with palms and fin-
gers until it gets completely flat—
as the base for a statuette. Once 
this is done, the sculptor is able to 

work carefully on the limbs, eyes, 
mouth and other details of the cat. 
A quality and elegant tile cat is 
marked by the materials used, as 
well as its shape and style created 
by artist.

Now, Su’s works—all themed 
elements of tile cats—range from 
pen containers to tea sets, from 
incense burners to dolls. “Tile 
cats could not only be guardians 
for the Bai people.”said Su. 

(By Duan Jianxin)

Tile cats made by Su Longxiang.              Photo by Duan Jianxin

The 2nd  China International 
Import Expo will take 

place at the Shanghai National 
Convention and Exhibition 
Center from November 5 to 10, 
2019. 

The expo will have three sec-
tions: the national comprehensive 
exhibition, enterprise business 
exhibition, and Hongqiao inter-
national economic forum. 

For the national comprehen-

sive exhibition, 15 countries 
including France, Italy and Uz-
bekistan have been confirmed as 
guests of honour. The enterprise 
business exhibition will have an 
exhibition area exceeding the 
planned target of 300,000 square 
metres, as the numbers of par-
ticipating countries, enterprises, 
the Belt and Road countries 
and the world’s top 500 and in-
dustry-leading enterprises have 

exceeded that of the first expo. 
The Hongqiao international 
economic forum will continue 
to adhere to the position of 
high-level to discuss topics of 
business environment, artificial 
intelligence, WTO reform, 
e-commerce and so on.            

Sixty-four countries have 
already confirmed their par-
ticipation.    (By Li Hongkai)

The fo re ign  t r ade 
volume of southwest 

China’s Yunnan Province 
rose 18 percent to 166.5 
billion yuan (23.46 billion 
U.S. dollars) during the first 
three quarters of 2019, local 
customs authorities said 
recently.

The province’s exports 
rose 28.1 percent to 72.81 
billion yuan, while imports 
gained 11.1 percent to 93.69 
billion yuan, according to 
the customs office of the 
capital city of Kunming.

Trade with countries along 

the Belt and Road grew by 
16.7 percent year on year to 
118.09 billion yuan in the first 
nine months, accounting for 
70.9 percent of the province’s 
total trade volume. 

The province’s export 
volume to B&R countries 
reached nearly 46.47 billion 
yuan, up 23.7 percent year 
on year, and the import vol-
ume grew to 71.62 billion 
yuan, with an increase of 
12.5 percent compared with 
the same period of last year.  

                          (Xinhua)
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Yunnan builds up efficient aviation network

Golden autumn sights in Shangri-La

Yunnan province has 
built 15 airports and 

ranks third nationwide for its 

airport network. Initially, the 
airports in Kunming, Lijiang 
and Xishuangbanna were the 

backbone of the province for 
air travel.

Dating back to earlier 
years, the Kunming Wujia-
ba Airport came into being 
in 1922, the second airport 
in China.

In 2012, the Kunming 
airport was moved out of 
the city to a new venue and 
named Kunming Chang-
shui International Airport, 
breaking the “infrastructur-
al bottleneck” that had long 
restricted the development 
of Yunnan’s air service.

Airport density in Yun-
nan reached 0.38/10,000 
square kilometres, well 
above the national aver-
age of 0.24/10,000 square 

kilometres. Each of the 
seven airports in Kunming, 
Lijiang, Xishuangbanna, 
Mangshi, Dali and Teng-
chong, has an annual pas-
senger throughput of over 
one million.

In total, the province 
has opened 524 air routes, 
including 441 domestic 
ones, 78 international ones 
and 5 regional routes. Now 
Yunnan is connected by air 
routes with national capti-
tals of South and Southeast 
Asian countries. Among all 
Chinese airports, Kunming 
Airport has the most air 
routes to South and South-
east Asia.

I n  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 8 , 

Yunnan Airport Group 
launched the Kunming-Du-
bai cargo route, extending 
the province’s air service 
from South and Southeast 
Asia to the Middle East. It 
makes Yunnan products di-
rectly reach six destinations 
in South Asia by air.

The 15 Yunnan airports 
saw 501,800 take-offs and 
landings in 2018, with a 
passenger throughput of 
627.9 million and a cargo 
throughput of 463,300 
tonnes. Compared with 
data in 2013, the figures 
represent increases of 40.78 
per cent, 56.96 per cent and 
47.22 per cent respectively.                      

By Hu Xiaorong

Against the backdrop 
of blue sky, white clouds, 
grasslands and high moun-

tains, the leaves form an 
enchanting sight for tourists 
in late autumn, in Shangri-

La, northwest Yunnan’s Di-
qing Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture.     By Cili Quci

CONNNECTIVITY

Kunming Changshui airport is keeping busy.
Photo by Sun Xiaoyun


