
On October 21st the 4th 

Yunnan International 
Talent Exchange Conference 
(YITEC) opened in Kunming. 
Themed "Gathering Global 
Talents, Promoting Yunnan's 
Development", the conference 
attracted attendees from many 
countries and regions around 
the world, and further activities 
related to the conference will 
be held in November and 

December. 
T h e  Y I T E C  s o u g h t 

t o  r ec ru i t  t op  t a l en t s 
for the province's high-
l e v e l  s o c i o e c o n o m i c 
development. In addition 
to  the  key conference 
activities, a series of side 
events was organized. These 
included the International 
Forum of Young Talents of 
Science and Technology 

by the South and Southeast 
Asian University Network 
and the 2019 International 
Forum on Biotechnology 
and Translational Medicine. 
Kunming University of 
Science and Technology 
hosted the 2019 International 
Youth Scholar Forum and the 
Overseas Talent Recruitment 
Conference for Promoting the 
Establishment of a World-class 

University and Disciplines. 
The province showed its 
recognition of outstanding 
talents in the 2019 High-end 
Talents Certificate Issuing 
Ceremony and the Yunnan 
Friendship Award for Foreign 
Experts Granting Ceremony.

This year, 10 experts 
from Thailand, Chile, the 
United States, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Australia, 

Belgium and other countries 
won the Yunnan Friendship 
Award—the  top  p r ize 
awarded by the provincial 
government to foreign experts 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to Yunnan. Since 
its establishment in 1997, 13 
award ceremonies have been 
held and 170 foreign experts 
have won the  honour. 
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10 foreign experts win this year's Yunnan friendship award
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Quzonggong: A wonderland 
in Baima Snow Mountain

Party meeting 
focuses on better

 governance

 Dongba paper lasts for 1,000 years

China contribute to global poverty 
alleviation through agricultural science

China's business climate ranking rises

Indian dance bridges cultures

We will work to foster a 
positive environment 

in which everyone wants, 
strives, and is able to excel 
themselves, and can do 
full justice to their talents. 

With this, we aim to see 
that in every field the 
creativity of talent is given 
great expression and their 
ingenuity and expertise flow 
freely.

—— E x c e r p t  f r o m 
report delivered by Xi 
Jinping at the 19th CPC 
National Congress on 
October 18, 2017

Walking into the 
Quzonggong area 

in Baima Snow Mountain, 
one will surely be impressed 
by the pristine area: quiet, 
holy, colorful and like the 
wonderlands in fairy tales.

 L o c a t e d  i n  t h e 
northernmost part of the 
Baima Snow Mountain 
nature reserve, Quzonggong 
means the place where two 

rivers meet. And here the 
two rivers refer to Jinni and 
Jinniu, which are formed by 
the melting snow from the 
Baima mountain peak.

 When the two rivers 
merge into one, it is called 
the Zhubaluo River, and after 
a flow of some 50 kilometers 
it emptied into the Jinsha 
River, the upper reach of the 
Yangtze River.

Separating the Jinsha 
River from the Lancang 
River, the Baima Snow 
Mountain also blocks 
the cold current from the 
northwest, giving birth to 
Quzonggong: a paradise 
where wild animals and 
plants thrive. 

(By Shangri-la.cn)

With China shifting 
from high-speed 

growth to high-quality 
development, the fourth plenary 
session of the 19th Central 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of China which was held 
from Oct 28 to 31, in Beijing 
unveiled new policies to 
improve China's systems and 
capacity of governance to better 
meet its development needs 
in the new era, analysts said. 
     Zhu Lijia, a professor 
of public administration 
at the National Academy 
of Governance, said in an 
article that Party and State 
institutional reforms have 
paved the way for China to 
embark on a march toward 
a modern society with better 
governance and ultimately 
attain the goal of developing 
itself into a great modern 
socialist country before 2050. 
     Further redefining the role 
of government, modernizing 
public management, adjusting 
relations between central 
and local governments and 
consolidating the institutional 
framework for market forces 

are among the major aims 
of China's reform efforts. 
Yan Jirong, a professor in 
Peking University's School 
of  Government ,  noted 
that during China's reform 
and development process 
the development-oriented 
approach the country has 
pursued over the past decades 
led to an economic takeoff. 
The  new e ra  o f  h igh-
quality development calls 
for the governance-oriented 
model  to  advance  the 
modernization and promote 
better development, Yan said. 
    According to a communique 
released after that meeting, to 
exercise State power based 
on law, the Party not only 
has to govern the country 
in accordance with the 
Constitution and laws but 
also has to ensure that its self-
governance is in line with its 
own rules and regulations. 
The communique called for 
law-based governance, law-
based exercise of State power 
and law-based government 
administration.

            （By China Daily）

Do n g b a  c u l t u r e 
holds an important 

position in the life of Naxi 
people in Yunnan province. 
Traditionally, the Naxi people 
use Dongba paper as the 
carrier of their scriptures and 
paintings.

"Ink on Dongba paper 
won't fade over time. The 
paper can last for more than 
1,000 years. Therefore, we 
Naxi people refer to it as 
immortal paper," said He 

Huaqiang, an inheritor of 
Dongba culture in Northwest  
Yunnan's Lijiang.

Unlike ordinary paper, 
Dongba paper is not smooth 
but feels rough and grainy. 
The paper has historically 
been made of the fibres of 
an indigenous plant called 
Wikstroemia. When you hold 
the paper against the light, 
you can clearly see the stems 
and leaves.

Why  does  t he  pape r 

h a v e  s u c h  a  l o n g  l i f e ? 
" Wi k s t r o e m i a ,  t h e  r a w 
material for making Dongba 
paper, contains a special 
toxin. After processing, it is 
not harmful to humans but it 
deters the growth of borers 
and moulds," He explained.

Today, Doidtngba paper 
is still handmade according 
to the same process of more 
than 1,000 years ago. People 
collect Wikstroemia, peel off 
its black skin, and tear the 
white part into narrow strips. 
After cooking for two hours, 
the softened fibres are beaten 
until they resemble animal 
hairs. Next, they are put in a 
wooden trough and immersed 
in water, stirred by hand and 
eventually left to settle evenly 
at the bottom. Later the trough 
gets taken out of the water in 
order to get the paper from 
the bottom. Finally, the paper 
is sun-dried and repeatedly 
pressed, and made into a sheet 
of Dongba paper.

 (By Duan Jianxin)

Ag r i c u l t u r e  i s 
f u n d a m e n t a l  t o 

people's livelihood, hence the 
promotion and application 
of agricultural science is 
of great significance for 
global poverty reduction. 
According to statistics of 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs of China, 
the advances in agricultural 
science and technology have 
contributed to 58.3 percent 
of the agricultural production 
since 1949. The agriculture 
of the country has entered a 
technological and equipment-
driven stage. Meanwhile, 
China's advanced agricultural 
technology is going abroad to 
benefit the poverty alleviation 
of other developing countries.

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 9 0 s , 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations identified hybrid rice 
as the preferred solution to 
food shortages in developing 
countries. China's hybrid rice 
technology has been tested 
and promoted in dozens of 
countries and regions around 
the world and has become 

a major project in assisting 
other developing countries. 

" I ' v e  b e e n  p l a n t i n g 
Chinese hybrid rice since its 
introduction. We don't have to 
suffer hunger anymore. I hope 
that all farmers in Madagascar 
can grow this type of rice," 
G e o r g e ,  a  5 5 - y e a r - o l d 
Malagasy rice farmer, proudly 
and happily said.

China has not only sent 
technicians to other countries 
and provided them with 
advanced technology, but also 
helped them strengthen their 
scientific and technological 
capabilities through various 
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s . 
Accord ing  to  the  l a t e s t 
statistics of the State Council 
Leading Group Office of 
Pover ty  Alleviat ion and 
Development,  China has 
provided training for more 
than 12 million personnel 
from developing countries, 
and dispatched over 600,000 
people to aid development in 
other countries.

In recent years, as the 
cooperation in global poverty 
r e d u c t i o n  d e e p e n s ,  t h e 

international community, 
e s p e c i a l l y  d e v e l o p i n g 
c o u n t r i e s ,  h a s  c o m e  t o 
r e cogn i ze  t he  concep t s 
of green and sustainable 
development  underlying 
Chinese  exper ience  and 
practice. China has set an 
example for other developing 
countries in fundamentally 
solving the poverty problem. 

In August 2018, China-
based Paradise Foundation 
International (PFI) awarded 
50 Afr ican  rangers  who 
had excel led in wildl i fe 
p ro tec t ion .  S ince  2000 , 
through i t s  e -commerce 
p l a t f o r m s ,  A l i b a b a  h a s 
collaborated with several 
international organizations in 
funding wildlife conservation 
p r o g r a m m e s  a t  h o m e 
and abroad.  Alibaba has 
furthermore provided financial 
and technical support to help 
African countries rich in 
wildlife to develop tourism, 
increase job opportunities and 
reduce poverty. 

 (By Xinhua)

Ch i n a ' s  b u s i n e s s 
e n v i r o n m e n t 

showed one of the strongest 
improvements worldwide in 
the 12 months ending May 
1, thanks to its robust reform 
agenda,  the World Bank 
Group said on October 24.

China's ranking in the 
World Bank Group's Doing 
Business 2020 study climbed 
to 31st place in terms of ease 
of doing business, up from 
46th a year earlier and 78th in 
2017, the bank said.

It was the second year that 
China joined the group of the 
world's top 10 most improved 
economies, mainly due to 

several business reforms, the 
report said.

"China has undertaken 
substantial efforts to improve 
the domestic business climate 
for small and medium sized 
enterprises, maintaining an 
active pace of reforms," said 
Martin Raiser, World Bank 
country director for China.  
The report credited China 
with improving protections 
for investors, strengthening 
procedures for enforcing 
contracts and making trade 
e a s i e r  w i t h  c h a n g e s  t o 
customs administration and 
port infrastructure.

T h e  W o r l d  B a n k 

highlighted some key reforms 
in  the  repor t ,  inc luding 
implementing a preferential 
corporate income tax rate for 
small enterprises, reducing 
the value-added tax rate 
for certain industries and 
enhancing the electronic filing 
and payment system.

Other key reforms included 
simplifying import and export 
procedures by implementing 
advanced cargo declarations, 
upgrading port infrastructure, 
o p t i m i z i n g  c u s t o m s 
administration and publishing 
fee schedules.

On October 23, China 
unveiled a regulat ion to 
further improve its business 
environment and further 
open up its economy. The 
regulation will offer market 
guarantees for companies 
investing or expanding their 
business in China. Equal 
treatment will be given to 
all market entities—whether 
foreign or domestic—by 
establishing basic institutional 
n o r m s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s 
environment, according to the 
new regulation.

           (By China Daily)

In a villa in northeast 
Beijing, a dozen young 

children danced to the 
rhythm of Bharatanatyam, 
a major form of Indian 
classical dance.

Leela Samson, one of 
the world's most eminent 
Bharatanatyam dancers, 
watched with amazement.

These children, aged 
5 - 1 2 ,  a r e  a m o n g  t h e 
youngest generation of 
Bhara tanatyam lovers 
in China, who shared an 
enduring passion for this 
ancient Indian art.

Communication
As Samson showed her 

moves, the children were 
mesmerized. Her dance is 
poetic. Every blink of eye, 
flip of finger and stamp of 
feet conveys a meaning 
or emotion so powerful, 
melodious and charming 
that even the cleverest 

play of words pales into 
insignificance.

"When you sing and dance, 
you don't need languages to 
communicate. I think this is 
the best way to bring people 
of the two countries closer and 
this also helps contribute to the 
friendly ties between the two 
nations," said Jin Shanshan, a 
disciple of Samson and teacher 
of the Chinese students.

After decades of practice 
under the guidance of 
Samson, Jin has become 
one of China's leading 
Bharatanatyam dancers 
and teachers. She often 
led her students to stage 
performances in cultural 
centers in Beijing and 
in events sponsored by 
the Indian embassy or 
companies.  They have 
cultivated a niche Chinese 
audience who enjoy the 
dance and Indian culture.

Samson believes the love 
of dancing has the power to 
bring people together. "Who 
doesn't like dance? It brings a 
smile to everybody's face."

Enduring passion
Chennai is the capital of 

south India's Tamil Nadu, 
where  Bhara tana tyam 
originated.

For Jin, it was a tall order 
just to meet with Samson 
back in the 1990s. Fascinated 
by Samson's performance, 
J in had determined to 
become a student of her 
idol. She made her way into 
China's prestigious Peking 
University and earned herself 
a scholarship in order to travel 
to India.

But when she finally met 
with Samson, Jin was rejected, 
thrice. She never gave up. 
Moved by her persistence, 
Samson accepted her as a 
foreign disciple, which was 

rare at that time.
"I'm lucky to have met 

my guru. She showed me 
the way of art. Now I'm 
ready to devote my life to 
Bharatanatyam," Jin said.

Jin's students inherited her 
grit. Young as they are, the 
children never gave in to the 
hardship of learning a foreign 
dance. They often practiced 
basic moves for hours in a run.

Generation
Samson sees a generational 

cycle of learning classical 
Indian dance in China. 
Young children get their first 
glimpse of the art and early 
stage training from a Chinese 
master. Then they go to India 
to further their studies and 
skills with an Indian guru. 
Some of them will someday 
become masters and lead 
more onto the path.

Some of Jin's students have 
already studied in India. 

Before Jin, there was Zhang 
Jun, the late co-founder of 
China's renowned Oriental 
Song and Dance Ensemble. 
Zhang first visited India as 
a curious 19-year-old in the 
early 1950s. She brought 
Indian classical dance to 
China and has inspired 
thousands throughout the 
five decades of her teaching 
career.

In the 1950s, Zhang 
kindled the passion for 
Indian classical dance in 
China to bridge the cultures 
of the two civilizations. The 
passion continues to thrive 
even after Zhang's passing 
away in 2012.

"I love my motherland 
and I love Indian culture. I 
really wish to contribute as 
much as I can to promote 
friendship between China 
and India," Jin said.

                        (By Xinhua)
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Why Yunnan?
Geographical position: 

Yunnan  i s  loca ted  in 
southwest China, bordering 
Vi e t n a m ,  L a o s  a n d 
Myanmar. The Belt and 
Road Initiative, the Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation, the 
China-Myanmar Economic 
Corridor and the China-
Laos Economic Corridor are 
bringing new opportunities 
for development to the 
province.

Areas in urgent need 
of talents: In its current 
development ,  Yunnan 
is stepping up efforts to 
introduce talents from the 

fields of natural sciences, 
engineering technology, 
humanities and social 
sciences, management and 
consulting.

Visa system: Yunnan 
h a s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e 
implementation of the foreign 
talent visa system. Foreign 
talents can receive their 
confirmation of qualification 
for the visa within five 
working days. They can 
apply for a multiple-entry 
visa, valid for 5 to 10 years, 
which allows them to stay 
in China for up to 180 days 
at a time. Their spouses 
and minor children can 
be issued multiple-entry 

visas of the same validity in 
corresponding categories.

Innovative services: 
High-end foreign talents 
working in Yunnan can not 
only enjoy a favourable 
policy and financial support 
in training and scientific 
research, but also receive 
convenient assistance with 
housing, children's eduction, 
health care, social insurance 
and academic evaluation.

Other incentives: The 
province has continued to 
increase incentives for foreign 
talents, including the Yunnan 
Friendship Award for Foreign 
Experts.

Yunnan to attract international 
talents with increased opening -up

I am deeply impressed by Yunnan's biodiversity, 
and working here is exciting. Moreover, Yunnan 
offers a favourable working environment and policy 
as well as financial support. This also explains why 
I have chosen to work in Yunnan.

——Harald Schneider (Germany), expert at 
the Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences

Yunnan's unique natural environment appeals to 
agricultural researchers in particular. Furthermore, 
the province provides foreign talents with a superb 
research environment and opportunities, so that 
they can tap into their full potential.

——Lee Dongsun (South Korea), agricultural 
expert at Yunnan Agricultural University

Voices

Redraw by Li Tao according to the Xinhua picture. 

Quzonggong in Spring. 

Dongba word. Photo by Duan Jianxin. 


