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BELT AND ROAD

From Chinese language to specialty courses

S and SE Asian students enjoy 
more choices in Yunnan 

To  s t u d y  i n  C h i n a , 
international students need to 
pass the Chinese Proficiency 
Test (HSK). The HSK includes 
writing, reading and listening 
sections.  It  comes in six 
difficulty levels: Level 1 
through Level 6. In 2019, 48 
colleges and universities in 
Yunnan qualified to recruit 
international students, and 
the provincial government 
offers 1,000 scholarships 
for international students 
to seek further educational 
opportunities in the province.

XI’S REMARKS

D i v e r s i t y  s p u r s  i n t e r a c t i o n 
among civilizations, which in turn 
promotes mutual learning and their 
further development. We need to 
promote  exchanges  and mutual 
learning among countries, nations 
and cul tures  around the world , 
and strengthen popular support for 

jointly building a community with 
a shared future for both Asia and 
humanity as a whole. 

  ——Excerpt  from Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s keynote 
speech at the opening ceremony of 
the Conference on Dialogue of Asian 
Civilizations on May 15th, 2019

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Lisu people leave mountains for a new life
The Nujiang River and the 

Lancang River run through the 
Hengduan Mountains.

T h e  m o u n t a i n s ,  w h i l e 
nurturing the Lisu people in the 
valleys, also prevented them from 
keeping pace with the country’s 
economic development. 

Because the mountains would 
not move, people would.

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  w i t h 
the assistance of the central 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  c i t y 
of Zhuhai in South China's 
Guangdong  prov ince ,  the 
Yunnan government spent 189 
million yuan (US$26.77 million) 
relocating local Lisu people to 
help them shake off poverty. In 
Daxingdi Town in Lushui City, 
79 buildings have sprung up, 
providing 815 flats for residents. 
To date ,  more  than  2 ,200 
people have moved into the 
new apartment. They are from 
681 households in 109 different 

Lisu villages. The resettlement 
site is named Weilaba Zhuhai 
Community, in honour of the 
city of Zhuhai and its efforts to 
implement the relocation project.

Yang Wenzhong is a Lisu 
farmer. His family left their stilted 
cottage in the mountains and 
moved into a new, modern flat.

Yang said that he would have 
no more of the inconveniences 
of the mountain. The dirt road in 
his village was hardly passable 
on rainy days. When people built 
houses, the cost of transporting 
materials was higher than that of 
the materials themselves. "Worse 
still, it cost more than 100 yuan 
(US$14.16) a week to send our 
children to school and bring them 
back again," said Yang. 

Yang's family moved into 
their new home last September. 
The resettlement site is like a new 
town, complete with a school, 
a medical clinic and a farmer's 

market.
Yang's family are now living 

a happier life. They run a chicken 
farm, which has brought in more 
than 10,000 yuan (US$1416.43). 
Moreover, Yang's wife earns 
1,500 yuan (US$212.46) each 
month by working in the school 
canteen.

According to Li Xuehua, 
Party secretary of Daxingdi 
Town, the villagers retain their 
land and forest claims after 
relocation. The local government 
makes arrangements so that any 
surplus labour can be locally 
employed, find jobs in cities or 
work at public posts.

Walnuts grow well in the 
Nujiang Canyon. Therefore, 
with the support of the local 
government, a villager named 
Tang Xuelin has set up a walnut 
processing factory,  which 
currently employs over 50 Lisu 
women.(Xinhua)

I n  D a x i n g d i 
Town in Lushui 
City of northwest 
Yunnan's Nujiang 
Lisu Autonomous 
P re f e c t u re ,  7 9 
bu i ld ings  have 
s p r u n g  u p , 
providing 815 flats 
for residents. To 
date, more than 
2,200 people have 
moved  in to  the 
new apartment. 
T h e y  a re  f ro m 
681 households in 
109 different Lisu 
villages.

TOURISM

Government's cleanup effort leads to
 tourism boom in ancient Dali

Tourism in a scenic part 
of the ancient city of Dali, in 
southwestern China's Yunnan 
province, has picked up this 
summer in the wake of a local 
government cleanup campaign.

The town of Shuanglang, a 
popular destination on the shore 
of Erhai Lake, now attracts about 
15,000 tourists a day, with nearly 
12,000 staying in local hotels and 
guesthouses.  

In the first half of this year, 
Dali Bai autonomous prefecture 
drew 25.9 million tourists, up 
6 percent year-on-year, with an 
estimated tourism revenue of 45 
billion yuan ($6.4 billion). The 

prefecture attracted more than 47 
million visitors last year, reaping 
more than 79.5 billion yuan in 
tourism revenue.

Erhai Lake used to attract tens 
of thousands of visitors a day, 
but wastewater and garbage were 
often discharged directly into the 
lake due to insufficient facilities, 
causing long-lasting pollution 
problems.

T h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
launched a campaign in March 
2017 to protect the ecology of 
the Erhai Lake basin and regulate 
its tourism market. All catering, 
hotel and guesthouse businesses 
in the core area of the Erhai 

Lake conservation zone were 
shut down until the authorities 
confirmed they had all the 
required permits and a sewage 
pipeline running around the lake 
was completed.

About 500 million yuan 
of  investments from local 
government and private sources 
has been used to upgrade the 
Shuanglang's sewage treatment 
capacity, traffic and power 
inf ras t ruc ture  and  tour i s t 
services. Parking lots for over 
3,000 vehicles have been built, 
streets have been revamped, 
with street lamps installed, 
and historical and cultural 

elements of the town have been 
emphasized, the Shuanglang 
town scenic area management 
committee said.

The town had 1,600 licensed 
commercial businesses before 
the campaign was launched in 
2017. In the past 12 months, 325 
hotels and 156 restaurants have 
reopened in the core area of Erhai 
Lake.

Another 102 hotels and 45 
restaurants have until the end 
of this month to upgrade their 
businesses. If they fail to do 
so, they will not be allowed to 
reopen.

(China Daily)

CULTURE

1,300 companies join in Yunnan culture expo
The Creative Yunnan Culture 

Industries Expo 2019 kicked off 
in Kunming, Yunnan province on 
August 8. 

 With the theme of “integrated 
cultural advancement and value-
added creativity”, the five-day 
expo exhibited new trends and 
results of the cultural industries 

in Yunnan, while facilitating 
cultural exchanges.

 The  cu l tu ra l  f a i r  a l so 
showcased Yunnan’s effort in fusing 
culture into tourism, focusing on the 
creativity, innovation and upgrades 
of the cultural industry.

  Having been held annually 
for years, the 2019 expo features 7 

exhibition pavilions, 7 sub-venues 
and 20 cultural activities. More 
than 1,300 cultural companies 
home and abroad joined in the 
Yunnan cultural event, including 
those from Afghanistan, the 
Philippines, Japan, Turkey, Nepal, 
Indonesia, and others.

(Wang Shixue)

Seed Bank: Protecting plant biodiversity
ECO

 On a sunny morning in mid-
May, seed collector Liu Cheng set 
out to look for a rare plant called 
Radix psammosilenes ("Jintiesuo" 
in Chinese) in the mountains near 
Kunming, capital city of southwest 
China's Yunnan Province. He 
feared that a fire that had broken 
out several days earlier would have 
threatened the plant.

The duty of Liu and his team, 
working under the Kunming-
based Germplasm Bank of Wild 
Species, the only national wild 
plant seed conservation institute, 
is to save germplasm resources of 
rare plants from extinction. 

Various emergencies have 

brought great uncertainties for 
the collection and conservation of 
seeds. Fortunately, the plant that 
Liu searched for survived the fire.

The latest Global Assessment 
Report on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services launched 
in May this year warned that up 
to one million of the estimated 
eight million plant and animal 
species on the Earth are at risk 
of extinction. Habitat loss, 
overexploitation, climate change 
and pollution are the main causes.

As the genes of most plants 
are contained in their seeds, 
germplasm resources have 
become the carriers of plants' 

genetic information. A seed bank, 
which stores thousands of seeds, 
serves as the most important 
facility for preserving such 
resources.

I n i t i a t e d  i n  2 0 0 4 ,  t h e 
Germplasm Bank of Wild Species 
had collected more than 80,000 
seed samples from over 10,000 
species of wild plants by the 
end of 2018. The seed storage 
accounted for one-third of the total 
wild plant species nationwide, 
making it the largest in Asia and 
the second of its kind globally.

"By collecting and storing 
seeds, we can bring the plants 
back to life even if they have 
disappeared in the wild," echoed 
He Huajie, seed manager at the 
Germplasm Bank of Wild Species 
in China.

According to He, the long-
term conservation of a seed is a 
complex procedure, involving 
10 stages and more than 80 steps 
at the end of which the seed will 
be stored at minus 20 degrees 
Celsius. If properly stored, the 
seed could theoretically stay 
alive for hundreds or even 
thousands of years. Currently, 
the institute has partnered with 
over 40 countries worldwide 
and collected over 2,000 seed 
samples.                        (CGTN)

SHANGRI-LA

Rare leopard spotted in Diqing
 Infrared cameras in a national 

nature reserve in northwest 
Yunnan ' s  D iq ing  Tibe t an 
Autonomous Prefecture have 
captured three videos and several 
pictures of leopards, according to 
the reserve August 5.

T h e  i n f r a r e d  c a m e r a s 
photographed an ochreous 
leopard with a black blotched 
pattern strolling along a ridge 
at an altitude of around 4,000 

meters in the Baima Snow 
Mountain National Nature 
Reserve in Deqin County of 
Diqing on December 12 last year.

 "The capture of leopard 
images this time shows that 
our long-term protection efforts 
have yielded positive results," 
said Ti Bu, a researcher of the 
reserve. 

  According to Ti, researchers 
will conduct a further study 

concerning the subspecies, 
distribution and group population 
of the big cat in Yunnan.

  Leopards are under China's 
highest national-level protection 
and are listed as vulnerable 
on the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature. Records 
of this wild animal were seldom 
seen due to its secretive nature 
and small population size. 

(Xinhua)

 I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  b y 
strengthening social, cultural 
and educational exchanges and 
cooperation with countries in 
South and Southeast Asia, Yunnan 
has developed a new pattern of 
open education featuring regional 
characteristics. Now more and 
more students from South and 
Southeast Asia are studying in 
Yunnan. In 2018，according to 
the Yunnan Provincial Department 
of Education, there are 19,311 
foreign students studying in the 
province, with 85 percent of them 
from South and Southeast Asia.

"I love Chinese culture 
and language. Based on the 
Chinese language proficiency 
of  in terna t ional  s tudents , 
teachers first teach in English 
before shifting to Chinese. The 
transitional period enabled me 
to adapt to my studies here," 
said Shanshan, a Lao student 
in her third year at Yunnan 
University. "More importantly, 
I have made many friends from 
other countries. Communicating 
with them has broadened my 
horizons."

"Yunnan is close to South and 
Southeast Asia. The mild weather 
makes it easy for international 
students here to adapt," said Bai 
Jing, director of the Admissions 
Office of the Chinese Language 
and Culture College(CLCC) 

of Yunnan Normal University. 
Having recruited Southeast Asian 
students for many years, the 
CLCC now has its own teaching 
and training system.

International students in 
Yunnan can not only apply for 
Chinese government-sponsored 
scholarships, as well as those 
from the Confucius Institute, 
but they also have access to 
scholarships at the provincial 
and university levels. In 2019, 
the provincial government is 
offering 1,000 scholarships for 
international students to further 
their education in the province.

"Scholarships at the national 
and provincial levels are mainly 
intended for master's degree 
candidates and doctoral students. 
As for undergraduate university 
scholarships, they place greater 
emphasis on the Chinese language 
proficiency of international 
students, especially freshmen," 
said Wu Jun, an admission officer 
at the International Institute of 
Kunming University of Science 
and Technology. Scholarships 
are granted mainly according to 
students’ scores on the Chinese 
Proficiency Test(HSK). Master's 
degree candidates and doctoral 
students also need to submit 
referrals from their tutors and 
deans and a well-written study 
plan. 

Today, South and Southeast 
Asian students in Yunnan enjoy a 
more diverse choice of specialty 
courses. In the past, they mainly 
opted for language-based majors, 
but now they can study trade, 
finance, medicine, tourism 
management, media, journalism 
and so on. "International students 
can learn Chinese through 
many channels, so an increasing 
number of them are turning 
towards professional knowledge," 
said Bai Jing. In recent years, 
the number of academic students 
is on the rise, while that of non-
academic students who come 
just to study Chinese language is 
decreasing.

"We offer five programmes 
to international students, namely 
international Chinese language 
education, Chinese language 
education, international 
economics and trade, 
finance, and tourism 
m a n a g e m e n t , " 
said Duan Jieyun, 
d e p u t y  d e a n  o f 
C L C C .  " M o r e 
than 60 percent 
of international 
students choose to 
major in finance 
and international 
trade." (The 
M e k o n g 
Magazine)

The World Flower Model Contest is one of the highlights of this year’s Yunnan Culture Industries Expo.
 Photo by Yang Zheng

The seed are stored at minus 20 degrees Celsius. Photo by Lei Tongsu


