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FOCUS

Exhibitions highlighting 
Yunnan’s achievement over past 70 years

XI’S REMARKS

On our journey forward, 
we will stay on the path of 
peaceful development, and 
pursue a mutually beneficial 
strategy of opening up. We 
will continue to work with 
people from all countries 
to push for jointly building 

a community with a shared 
future for humanity.

——Speech by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in 
ce lebra t ion  o f  the  70 th 

anniversary of the founding 
of the People's Republic of 
China

FOREIGNERS IN CHINA

On September 23 rd,  the 
"Great Journey, Remarkable 
Achievements"  exhibi t ion 
was opened to the public in 
Bei j ing.  I t  marks  the  70 th 
anniversary of the founding 
o f  t he  Peop le ' s  Repub l i c 
o f  C h i n a ( P R C ) .  S o m e  o f 
the highlights were Yunnan 
elements on the exhibition's 
display panels for various 
historical periods.

Two days later,  Yunnan 
province staged an exhibition 
to mark the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of PRC in 
Kunming, entitled "70 Glorious 
Ye a r s " .  T h e  e x h i b i t i o n 
consisted of four integrated 
zones and four special zones, 
and provided an overview of 
the province’s achievements 
since 1949.

Both exhibitions are like 
t ime capsules.  As visi tors 
b r o w s e  t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  t h e 
literature, the artefacts and the 
sandbox models, the history 
of the province's past 70 years 
unrolls itself. 

Yunnan ' s  h i s tory  s ince 
the founding of PRC began 
o n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 5 0 ,  w h e n 
100,000 Kunming cit izens 
warmly welcomed the People's 
L ibera t ion  Army in to  the 
city, at the Tuodong sports 

ground.  On February 24th, 
1950 ,  Yunnan  announced 
the liberation of the whole 
province and embarked on a 
new journey.

Y u n n a n ' s  i n d u s t r y , 
agriculture and transportation 
developed rapidly in the early 
years of PRC. By the 10th 

anniversary of the founding 
of PRC, in 1959, the province 
had completed ten landmark 
buildings.

In  1978,  China  s ta r ted 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  r e f o r m 
and opening  up ,  br inging 
opportunities and momentum 
for Yunnan's economic and 
s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e 
slogan "Time is money, quality 
is life", became a common 
b u s i n e s s  p h i l o s o p h y  f o r 
enterprises at the time.

In the 1980s,  Yunnan’s 
l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p e d 
rapidly. Many Yunnan-made 
p r o d u c t s — C a m e l l i a  T V 
sets and cars, Spring Flower 
bicycles, Orchid refrigerators 
and  Whi t e  Rose  wash ing 
machines —were particularly 
popular among the public.

The continuous economic 
improvement promoted the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  v a r i o u s 
social institutions in Yunnan. 
Data show that the number 

of medical institutions in the 
province increased from 5,836 
in 1980 to 23,387 in 2012, 
offering a wider choice of 
medical care for the people.

Since the 18 th Nat ional 
Congress of the Communist 
P a r t y  o f  C h i n a ,  Yu n n a n 
h a s  a c t i v e l y  s e r v e d  a n d 
integrated into the national 
development. It has quickened 
the pace of developing into 
a  demons t ra t ion  zone  for 
national unity and progress, a 
pioneer in the construction of 
an ecological civilization and a 
pivot of China’s opening up to 
South and Southeast Asia. 

Thanks to targeted poverty 
alleviation efforts, the number 
of people living below the 
poverty line in Yunnan's ethnic 
minority areas has decreased 
from 4.26 million in 2012 to 
865,000 at the end of 2018.

By March 2019, Yunnan has 
completed four national forest 
cities, 166 nature reserves and 
18 national wetland parks. 

From the first China South 
Asia Expo in 2013, to the 
establishment of the China 
(Yunnan) Pilot Free Trade 
Zone in August 2019, Yunnan 
keeps widening its door to the 
outside world.

                 (Yunnan Daily)

Yunnan’s economic and social 
development in the past 70 years

Since the founding of PRC, Yunnan 
faced the daunting task of its own 
development. Seven decades on, the 
province has achieved great economic 
and social development and gained 
significant strength.

In 1949, Yunnan had an economic 
output of 893 million RMB (US$ 125 
million). By 2018, Yunnan’s GDP 
had grown by more than 2,000 times, 
to 1.7881 trillion RMB (US$ 251.75 
billion).

Yunnan’s per capita GDP grew from 
56 RMB (US$ 7.86) in 1949 to 37,136 
RMB (US$ 5,214.41) in 2018.

Economic output

Per capita GDP 

Industrial development

Yunnan’s three-industry structure 
shifted from 70:11:19 in 1949 to 
14.0:38.9:47.1 in 2018.

Urbanization

In 1949, Yunnan had an urbanization 
rate of 4.86 percent. By 2018, the 
province had achieved an urbanization 
rate of 47.81 percent.

Infrastructure 

In 2018, Yunnan had a total highway 
length of 248,800 kilometres, an increase 
of 89 times compared to 1949. This total 
length of highways included expressways 
totalling 5,184 kilometres, an increase of 
more than 114.2 times since 1949. The 
province’s combined railway length was 
3,848 kilometres (including high-speed 
railways totalling 1,026 kilometres), an 
increase of 4.9 times compared to 1949. 
By 2018, the province had built 15 civil 
aviation airports and a 500 kilovolt power 
network, and had extended the 220 kilovolt 
power grid to cover all 16 prefectures and 
cities. By 2018, Yunnan’s fixed and mobile 
broadband internet user access had grown 
to 10.1943 million and 400.392 million, 
respectively.

At the "70 Glorious Years" 
exhibi t ion ,  s taged by Yunnan 
province to mark the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the People's 
Republic of China(PRC), a red 
plaque reading "First Village in 
Yunnan" caught the scrutiny of the 
visitors. The inscriptions showed 
that  Administration Bureau of 
Township Enterprises of Yunnan 
Province had awarded the plaque 
to Dayingjie in December 1995, 
when the rural enterprises achieved 
revenue of more than one billion 
RMB (US$141.11 million) in the 
same year.

Dayingjie, located in the Hongta 
District of central Yunnan's Yuxi 
City, is a village well known for its 
economic development. In 2017, 
Dayingjie achieved a rural economic 
income of 6.537 billion RMB (US$ 
922.30 million) and a farmers' per 
capita net income of 28,379 RMB 
(US$4,004.27).

"They moved into villas more 
than a decade ago. They simply 
seized the opportunity brought by 

reform. There wouldn't have been 
a Dayingjie without reform," said 
Guo Xin. He visited Dayingjie in 
2003 and now he often talks to 
his colleagues about the village’s 
people's happy life.

Before  1978,  however,  the 
villagers in Dayingjie lived in 
shabby cottages and walked on dirt 
roads. They had barely enough to 

eat and didn’t have access to safe 
drinking water. Some men in the 
village remained single because of 
poverty.

Since the reform and opening up, 
the villagers in Dayingjie changed 
their mindsets. They ceased to rely 
solely on farming and took the 
lead in starting rural enterprises. 
Starting with a construction team, 

the village successively set up more 
than twenty collective enterprises 
that required small investments and 
provided quick returns, including a 
sesame flake factory and a red brick 
factory.

In 1988, Dayingjie founded 
two factories to produce paper 
and filters for the Yuxi cigarette 
f a c t o r y .  T h e  t w o  f a c t o r i e s 
generated profits in the very first 
year and brought in an income of 
3.9 million RMB (US$550,900). 
Thanks to China 's  reform and 
opening up, Dayingjie sped up its 
development and established more 
enterprises, such as an aluminium 
profile factory, an aluminium foil 
factory and a solar energy farm.  

In 1992, Dayingjie became the 
first village in Yuxi to achieve a rural 
economic income of more than 100 
million RMB (US$14.11 million).

Today, Dayingjie is focusing 
on tourism and the eco-economy, 
in order to promote high-quality 
development and prosperity for 
all. (Yunnan Daily)

Dayingjie: Yunnan’s best-performing 
village in reform and opening up

China made thousands of 
dreams come true

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
launched by China in 2013, is not just 
for the liberalization of the flow of 
goods, services, capital and skilled labor, 
but the liberalization of human capital 
through mutually accepted college and 
professional training programs, through 
joint degree arrangements, and through 
the exchange of students and faculty 
members. 

L ike  me ,  ge t t ing  a  h ighe r 
academic or clinical degree or doing 
post-graduate study is a dream of so 
many students from underdeveloped 
or  developing countr ies .  The 
Chinese government is making 
i t  possible  for  us  by offer ing 
thousands of government and local 
scholarships every year in almost 
every field, which is eventually a 
golden chance for us. By getting this 
chance in September 2017, I came 
to China for the very first time. This 
is my second year in Chongqing. 

Being a medical graduate, a 
doctor, I worked a few years in 
my home country and abroad. 
But when I started my classes at 
Chongqing Medical University 
and First Affiliated Hospital of 
Chongqing Medical University, I 
was just surprised at seeing their 
updated technologies, and medical 
and surgical equipment. With its 
ancient tradition of herbal remedies, 
combined with its cutting-edge 
biomedical research enterprises, 
China offers unique opportunities to 
advance scientific discoveries and 

improve health across the globe. 
While getting my training in 

the hospital, one thing I realized 
is that the treatment strategy and 
the surgical operation skills of the 
Chinese doctors are smoother than 
so many other doctors from all 
around the world. Their use and 
availability of equipment are still 
a dream for so many students and 
even some doctors. The availability 
of different robotic and laparoscopic 
instruments is really a dream for 
many doctors coming from an 
underdeveloped or developing 
country like me in the field of 
minimal invasive operations and 
the future of modern surgery. China 
makes this dream come true.

Not only by teaching the students 
in Chinese medical universities, 
but also inviting so many foreign 
doctors and surgeons here, they are 
giving them hands-on training with 
international-level facilities. This 
is totally unimaginable to get in 
some other developed countries or 
training centers abroad. 

In a nutshell I just want to say 
that I am so very grateful to the 
Chinese government for giving me 
the chance of making my dream 
come true.

( B y  M o h a m m a d  A r m a n 
Hossain who is a final year student 
from Bangladesh working on a 
master’s degree in urology at First 
Affiliated Hospital of Chongqing 
Medical University.)

Tile cats: Yunnan’s 
native ridge beasts

Tile cats—normally crouching 
on rooftops of those white folk 
houses typical in west Yunnan's Dali 
Bai Autonomous Prefecture – are 
characterized particularly by their 
round and staring eyes as well as 
huge and opening months. 

The Bai people who dominate 
the local ethnic population, for 
long, believe that the tile cats 
are auspicious items which can 
bring households with enduring 
safeguard and wealth. Recently, 
these gargoyle-like statuettes have 
been made into souvenirs by Su 
Longxiang, a native-born clay 
sculptor, gaining popularity among 
tourists ever since.

Born in Fengyi township of 
the Dali prefecture, Su took over 
the job of making clay sculptures 
from his grandpa at a surprising 
age: 10. And now, he is recognized 
by the province as an inheritor of 
intangible cultural heritage.

Tile  cat  is  defini tely not  a 
simple artifact to make. To begin 

with, wet clay has to be blended 
with  some amount  of  sand to 
increase its viscosity. This could 
effectively prevent clay from being 
cracked in the oven later, and thus 
is considered an ideal method to 
make tile cats. Then, Su would 
take a big lump of clay and press it 
with palms and fingers until it gets 
completely flat – as the base for 
a statuette. Once this is done, the 
sculptor is able to work carefully 
on the limbs, eyes, mouth and other 
details of the cat. A quality and 
elegant tile cat is marked by the 
materials being employed, as well 
as its shape and style created by 
artist.

Now, Su’s works—all themed 
elements of tile cat—range from 
pen containers to tea sets, from 
incense burners to dolls.“Tile cats 
are not simply guardians for the Dai 
people’s courtyards; they can be 
accepted and loved by many more,” 
said Su.               

                       (Duan Jianxun)

CULTURE

Dr. Mohammad Arman Hossain (right) attends a patient with his supervisor, 
Professor He Weiyang. Photo provide to chinadaily.com.cn

An EMU train runs from Kunming, capital of Yunnan province to Mengzi in southeast of the province.   
Photo by Yang Zheng

People in Dayingjie live in villas. 
Photo by Li Qiuming 


