
China cont inues  to  see 
an uptrend in foreign direct 
investment (FDI) inflow as 
investors remain bullish on 
tapping into a huge market with 
growing ease of doing business.

The data released from the 
Ministry of Commerce (MOC) 
on November 18 showed that 
FDI into the Chinese mainland 
expanded 6.6 percent year-on-year 
to 752.41 billion yuan ($107.4 
billion) in the first 10 months of 
the year.

October saw China's year-on-
year FDI growth almost double 
that of September. The 7.4-percent 
rise would be enviable given the 
significant uncertainties that could 
impact the scale and contours of 
FDI in 2019 and 2020.

According to the latest Global 
Investment Trends Monitor report 
by the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), global economic 
growth has fallen and growth 

forecasts have continued to be 
revised downwards over the past 
year. Geopolitical risks, trade 
tensions and concerns about a 
shift towards more protectionist 
policies have further weakened 
business confidence.

Commenting on the highlights 
of the data on November 18, MOC 
official Zong Changqing said China's 
FDI inflow had been stable and 
featured more major projects as well 
as improved structure in the January-
October period.

"More than 1,300 major projects 
with investment of more than 
$50 million have been launched 
this year, up 5.4 percent from the 
same period last year," Zong said. 
"Implementation of projects above 
the 10-billion-dollar mark, such as 
those with BASF, ExxonMobil and 
Tesla, are speeding up."

The data showed that a total 
of 33,407 new foreign-funded 
enterprises were established 
in the first 10 months. Foreign 

investment in China's high-tech 
industries surged 39.5 percent 
year-on-year to 222.4 billion yuan, 
accounting for nearly 30 percent 
of the total FDI.

"The Chinese economy's 
h igh-qual i ty  development 
requires foreign investment to 
play a bigger role in research and 
development, technology, capital 
and human resources," said Hao 
Hongmei, a researcher at the 
Chinese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation 
under the ministry quoted by the 
21st Century Business Herald. 
"This is where the new round of 
foreign investment policies can be 
highly instrumental."

According to the latest World 
Bank report, China's ease of doing 
business ranking rose to 31 this 
year from 46 last year, and it is 
also among the ten economies that 
improved the most on the ease of 
doing business after implementing 
regulatory reforms.    (China Daily)
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Displays at sports tourism pavilion during CITM 2019
                                                                               Photo by Yang Zheng

Yunnan increases int’l tourism 
cooperation through CITM

From November 15th to 17th, 
the China International Travel 
Mart (CITM) 2019 was held in 
Kunming, attracting exhibitors 
from 75 regions and countries.

A s  o n e  o f  t h e  C I T M 
sponsors, Yunnan province 
set up five pavilions, themed 
a s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  i m a g e 
pavi l ion,  the  cul tural  and 
tourism commodity pavilion, 
the healthy tourism pavilion, 
the sports tourism pavilion 
and the recreational vehicle 
( RV )  c a m p i n g  p a v i l i o n . 
Yunnan furthermore engaged 
in extensive exchanges with 
representatives of tourism 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a g e n c i e s , 
institutions and associations 
from all over the world, to 
explore new possibilities and 
opportunities for cooperation.

According to Tatyana, a 
first-time exhibitor from the 
Republ ic  of  Khakass ia  in 
Russia, she participated in 
CITM 2019 because Yunnan 
i s  an  impor t an t  p rov ince 
i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  t o u r i s m 
market. "I came primarily to 
communicate with my peers 
in Yunnan, and to expand our 
customer sources," she said.

Like Tatyana, many other 
tourism professionals saw 
opportunities and potential in 

We must do more to improve the 
lives and address the concerns of 
the people, and use development to 
strengthen areas of weakness and 
promote social fairness and justice. 
We should make steady progress in 
ensuring people's access to childcare, 

educat ion,  employment ,  medical 
services, elderly care, housing, and 
social assistance.

——From report delivered by 
President Xi Jinping at the 19th CPC 
National Congress on October 17, 
2017

"My family lived in the 
mountains for generations. 
I  never  dreamed I  could 
move into a high-rise, like 
city people. My happiness 
is beyond words," said Qiu 
Guojun, a farmer from a high 
and cold mountain village in 
Yiliang County of northeast 
Yunnan's Zhaotong City.

On November 14th, Qiu 
Guojun got up at the break of 
dawn and arrived in the Jing'an 
New District, just in time for the 
digital lottery that selected his 
apartment. He signed the letter of 

confirmation with his thumb print. 
The Jing'an New District 

is China's largest cross-county 
poverty alleviation resettlement 
area. The area covers 1.3 
million square meters, with 
the residential area covering 
910,000 square meters. It has 
been built to resettle 9,256 
underprivileged households 
from inhospitable areas in six 
counties and districts.

To ensure that the relocated 
people can settle in and increase 
their  income, the Jing'an 
New District has introduced 

leading enterprises to create 
jobs. Furthermore, a 10,000-
mu vegetable and seed potato 
cultivation base has been 
established, as well as an 
agricultural products cold chain 
distribution, warehousing, 
logistics and trading centre. 
Now more than 7,550 relocated 
people are working at the 
cultivation base, the trading 
centre and supporting sectors. 
4,286 relocated people receive 
dividends from investments and 
shares in the enterprises. 

                    (Cai Houyou)

CULTURE

Xizhou ancient town: 
Cultural and historical charms

China's largest cross-county poverty 
alleviation resettlement area completed

Xizhou ancient town is 
located in the north of Dali City 
in the Dali Bai Autonomous 
Prefecture, and situated to the east 
of the Cangshan Mountain and 
west of Erhai Lake. Historically it 
was an industrial and commercial 
town, and it has retained a 
large number of traditional Bai 
minority buildings. 

Since it’s inclusion on the 
first list of towns with Chinese 
characteristics, Xizhou ancient 
town has repaired its old 
dwellings and courtyards without 
compromising the original style 
of architecture. By striking 
a balance between cultural 

heritage preservation and tourism 
development, the ancient town is 
once again brought to life. Today, 
Xizhou is a well-functioning 
scenic spot with its ancient charm 
intact, as well as a window on 
local history and culture for the 
visitors.

The splendid history and 
culture of the ancient town 
have attracted both domestic 
and international tourists. The 
American Brian Linden came 
all the way to settle here, and 
transformed the Yang family 
courtyard into a homestay hotel 
known as the Linden Centre. 
During the 2019 Chinese 

National Day holiday, tourists 
and villagers joined at the 
Linden Centre, to dance and 
sing around a fire. "Xizhou's 
traditional architecture is the 
bearer of culture, while I'm just 
the tour guide showing its charm 
to the tourists," said Linden.

Yang Xiaowen is the general 
manager of the Dali Tourism 
Ancient Town Development 
Co Ltd, which develops and 
operates Xizhou ancient town. 
"It is culture that has given 
Xizhou its soul and injected 
vitality in this characteristic 
town," he said. 

(Duan Jianxin)
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China sweetens offer as global FDI bright spot

China has cut the number 
of sectors and businesses 
that are off-limits for both 
d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o re i g n 
investors in its 2019 version 
of negative list for market 
access, the country's central 
authorities said on November 
22.  The shortened l is t 
contains 131 administrative 
measures on investment, 
down 20 administrative 
measures or 13 percent from 
the 2018 version released 
last December, according to 
the list jointly released by the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
the National Development 
and Reform Commission on 
November 22. (Xinhua)

T h e  " Yu n n a n  a t  Yo u r 
F i n g e r t i p s "  p r o j e c t  w a s 
launched on October 1st, 2018, 
to  promote  smar t  tour ism 
in the province. To date, the 
smart phone app, available in 
both Chinese and English, has 
integrated catering, hospitality, 

transport, scenic spots, large 
shopping malls, cultural and 
enter ta inment  venues  and 
health bases. It covers nearly 
3,000 government departments, 
more than 300 scenic spots and 
more than 20,000 renowned 
companies.

According to the Key Tasks of 
Yunnan Province in Accelerating 
Transformation and Upgrading 
of Tourism Industry, announced in 
2017, the province plans to build 100 
camping bases, develop five chains, 
organize car rental companies and 
develop 20 internationally renowned 
self-driving tourism routes, either 
within the province or crossing 
the borders to other provinces and 
countries, by 2020.

In recent years, Yunnan has 
promoted the integration of sports 
and tourism and accelerated the 
construction of sports tourism 
bases and routes. By 2020, Yunnan 
will build 30 sports tourism 
bases, develop 10 internationally 
renowned hiking and sports 
tourism routes and introduce 20 
international sports tourism events.

Yu n n a n  c o n t i n u e s  t o 
comprehensively integrate 
c u l t u r e  a n d  t o u r i s m ,  t o 
t r a n s f o r m  a n d  u p g r a d e 
i t s  tour i sm indus t ry.  The 
province plans to develop five 
ethnic cultural festivals, 15 
characteristic cultural festivals 
and 10 quality shows to further 
boost its tourism by 2020.

In February 2018, Yunnan 
proposed transform into a 
world-class destination of 
green energy, green food and 
healthy living. The province 
p l ans  t o  bu i ld  10  h ik ing 
routes and six demonstration 
hot spring resorts as a solid 
step towards a healthy life 
dest inat ion by the end of 
2019.            

CIIE makes Bangladeshi jute products popular

Dada Bangla Limited has 
become increasingly popular 
in the Chinese market since it 
participated in the first China 
International Import Expo 
(CIIE). The company's founder 
Saf said that the CIIE is a grand 
occasion not to be missed. He 
hopes that it will introduce 
more people to Bangladesh jute 
handicrafts.

In 2017, Saf and his friends 
founded Dada Bangla Limited. 
Later, as Saf understood the 
Chinese market better, he 

hit upon the idea of bringing 
Bangladeshi jute handicrafts to 
Chinese customers.

However, with no experience 
in exporting, Dada faced a 
huge challenge when it tried 
to introduce Bangladeshi jute 
handicrafts to the audience of the 
first CIIE. Saf had no clue at all 
where and how to obtain the letter 
of credit and the certificate of 
origin required for foreign trade. 

Fortunately, he found a 
Chinese partner, Shanghai Textile 
Import and Export Corporation, 

IN-PIC

Fairy-tale terraces of Honghe
The Honghe Hani 

R ice  Terraces  in 
SW China's Yunnan 
Province are listed 
a s  a  U N E S C O 
Wo r l d  H e r i t a g e 
Site. In winter, while 
shrouded in mist, 
the 1,300-year-old 
terraces appeared to 
be from a fairy tale.  

                (CGTN)

which helped Dada go through 
all formalities with relevant 
departments and saw Dada all the 
way to the first CIIE. 

In the past year since the first 
CIIE, Dada sold about 500,000 
yuan (US$71,287) worth of 
jute products. Bangladeshi jute 
handicrafts have not only found 
their way onto the counters 
of high-end shopping malls 
in Shanghai, but also reached 
Chinese consumers through 
Taobao, one of the largest 
e-commerce platforms in China. 
This year Dada brought more 
than 10 types of animal-shaped 
ornaments of jute to the second 
CIIE, and all of them achieved 
very good sales.

According to Razia,  a 
Bangladeshi jute embroidery 
designer, the CIIE has greatly 
increased the sales of jute products. 
In December 2018, Razia set up 
a women's cooperatives which 
she named Nakshi. Now 100 
Bangladeshi women have joined 
in the cooperatives producing 
handicrafts. 

 (Guangzhou Daily)

Yunnan at the CITM. 
I n  f l a w l e s s  M a n d a r i n , 

the president of the Nepal 
Entrepreneurs Association 
o f  Tour i sm sa id ,  " I  have 
made many connections at 
the CITM. I aim to do an in-
depth study of Yunnan." He 
hoped to attract more tourists 
from Yunnan to Nepal, while 
increasing the awareness of 

Yunnan in Nepal.
As a frontier province in 

China's cooperation with the 
Lancang-Mekong subregion, 
Yunnan hopes to fully employ 
the CITM as a platform, to 
deepen its tourism cooperation 
with the Mekong countries. At 
the Lancang-Mekong Region 
Tourism Cooperation Working 
Meeting held on November 

15th, Yunnan conducted in-
depth discussions on tourism 
cooperat ion with industry 
practitioners from Cambodia, 
Laos ,  Myanmar,  Thai land 
and Vietnam. At the end of 
the meeting, the participants 
jointly signed the Kunming 
Consensus, agreeing to expand 
tourism cooperation.  

(Yunnan Daily)

Mr. Luo Shugang, Minister of Culture and Tourism( first from left) and Yunnan provincial governor Mr. 
Ruan Chengfa(second from left) visit Yunnan pavilions during the CITM 2019. Photo by Zhang Tong

Bangladeshi jute products exhibited 2nd CIIE   (Xinhua)                                                                              


