
Around the Spring Festival, China 
w i l l  s e e  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a rg e s t 

population movement, with people from all 
over the country like migratory birds travel 
through more than half of China just to get 
to a place called home.It is estimated that, 
around the Spring Festival in 2020, China's 
transportation system would send 3 billion 
passengers, which is equivalent to every 
Chinese person traveling twice. In order 
to send such a large population home and 
back to their work after the holiday, China's 
public transport system welcomes the 
Spring Festival travel rush every year. With 
the development of China's transportation 
infrastructure, it is no longer common 
for people to queue up for train tickets 
overnight. Just before the Spring Festival 
on January 13, more than 600 poor migrant  
workers from Yunnan in Guangdong took 
a free ride on a special high-speed train 
operated jointly by Yunnan and Guangdong 
to return home.

Meanwhile,  a  growing number of 
Chinese people choose to travel the 
reverse directions of the Spring Festival 
travel rush flow, with many parents 
choosing to head to the big cities where 
their  children work instead of their 
children returning their rural homelands.
The reverse passenger flow of the Chinese 
Spring Festival has increased by about 
9% for four consecutive years. Railway 
departments in some regions have offered 
concessionary fares on some lines with 
concentrated reverse passenger flow.

Spring Festival is also a time when 

Chinese people are the most willing to 
spend money. According to tradition, 
Chinese people always purchase a large 
amount of “new year goods” such as 
food, gifts, New Year decorations and 
others before the festival.In addition 
to the bustling lively traditional New 
Year shopping streets in each places, 
major online shopping platforms have 
also launched the "New Year Shopping 

Festival".On the first day of the Alibaba's 
"Tmall" 2020 New Year's Festival, the 
red Fuji apple with rock candy heart from 
Yuncheng, Shanxi Province in  China was 
sold 1,000 tons. China is the world's largest 
food importer. According to Jingdong, a 
Chinese Internet shopping platform, in 
early January 2020, the consumption of 
imported fruit on the platform increased 
by 2.2 times, compared with the same 

period in December last year. Banana, 
Chilean cherry and Longan are the best-
selling imported fruits. According to the 
State Post Bureau of China, 1.61 billion 
packages were delivered during the 2019 
Spring Festival, making it an increasingly 
common scene for people to wait for online 
deliveries at home.

In addition to these, many changes are 
taking place during the Spring Festival, 
a traditional festival with a history of 
thousands of years. More people choose not 
to make Chinese traditional Chinese New 
Year meals at home, but to get together in 
restaurants. A total of 1 trillion yuan ($142.8 
billion) was spent during the 2019 Spring 
Festival, according to statistics. Many 
people no longer stay at home and visit 
relatives in accordance with the tradition, 
but take advantage of the Spring Festival 
holiday to go out. According to statistics, 
about 7 million Chinese tourists travelled 
abroad during the Spring Festival in 2019, 
with Japan and Southeast Asia as their first 
choices.

The new Spring Festival reflects the 
changes in Chinese society: relatively 
smaller family structure, dynamic economy, 
greater selection of choices, faster pace 
of life and changed ideology. However, 
no matter how it changes, the warmth 
of the Spring Festival reunion and the 
people’s longing for a better new year 
have never changed, and it has graduatlly 
become a global holiday.Here, the Editorial 
Department of China • Yunnan news pages 
wishes all readers happy holidays!
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 Chinese New Year celebrated in new ways XI'S REMARKS

We are pledging to achieve the first centenary goal of 
building a moderately prosperous society in all respects in 
the “milestone” year. We pledged to lift all rural residents 
living below the current poverty line out of poverty and 
eliminate poverty in all poor counties.The year of 2020 is 
crucial in winning the anti-poverty battle, the clarion has 
sounded. We must work together and work hard... to secure 
a victory in the battle against poverty.

——Excerpt from the New Year speech by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on Dec. 31, 2019.

The Chinese character "Fu" is an ancient symbol of good luck.  Photo by Xinhua

The Poya villagers are performing their music.  Photo by YDPG

January 24, 2020 is Spring Festival (Chinese New Year’s eve). Chinese people around the world celebrate the 
common festival which is a time for family reunion. 

 Special Yunnan ways of celebrating New Year

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Targeted poverty alleviation 
leads to happiness

“Deng Xuesheng’s eldest 
daughter studies economics 
a t  S i chuan  Un ive r s i ty, 
the elder daughter studies 
Food Quality and Safety 
a t  Yu n n a n  U n i v e r s i t y 
o f  Trad i t iona l  Chinese 
Medicine, and the little one 
studies in a middle school in 
Dali. We are going to help 
his three daughters to finish 
their college educations.” 
On November 5, 2019 in 
the small courtyard of Deng 
Xuesheng, a resident of 
Juxiang Village, Yongchun 
To w n s h i p ,  We i x i  L i s u 
A u t o n o m o u s  C o u n t y , 
one of the hot topics was 
to  avoid  going  back to 
poverty because of his kids’ 
schooling.  

In Juxiang, every family 
values education. Children, 
regardless of gender, are 
supported to go to school. 
Zhao Jianghong, village 
party secretary of Juxiang 
village, said, “The future 
is bright, but it is hard to 
support children to school.”

 “It is not that difficult 
with the care from our Party 
and Government,“ said Deng 
Xuesheng’s wife, smiling. 
“Now,  Deng  Xuesheng 
works as a security guard at 
the county ethnic primary 
s c h o o l ,  e a r n i n g  1 , 5 0 0 

yuan per month. I  work 
in the village as a cleaner 
and an ecological forest 
ranger, earning 500 yuan 
and  nea r ly  800  yuan  a 
month respectively. We are 
thankful for all these with 
the support from our Party 
and Government.”

Deng Xuesheng added, 
“On top of these, we got 
a subsidy of 20,000 yuan 
when we built our house 
b a c k  i n  2 0 1 7 .  A n d  w e 
apply for a loan of 8,000 
yuan once a year to pay 
our children’s tuition fee. 
Taking targeted measures 
to alleviate poverty, Diqing 
T i b e t a n  A u t o n o m o u s 
P r e f e c t u r e  h a s  b e e n 
implementing a new policy 
of compulsory education for 
14 years. With the policy, 
children are tuition-free until 
they go to college.”

 “ I  c a m e  t o  w o r k  i n 
Juxiang village in 2015, 
involved and witnessed the 
precise poverty alleviation,” 
s a i d  Z h a o  J i a n g h o n g . 
Targeted poverty alleviation 
not only brought happiness 
to Deng Xuesheng’s family, 
bu t  a l so  b rough t  g rea t 
changes to Juxiang village. 
Every family’s sense of gain 
was very real.

               (By Xiong Yan)

Bathing Festival

From the first to the 
third day of the first 

lunar month every year, 
when Kapok flowers are 
in full bloom, Lisu people 
living inNujiang Grand 
Canyon in Western Yunnan 
welcome an important 
ethnic event called Bathing 
Festival. People from all 
over directions come to 
the hot springs, men and 
women, young and old, to 
bathe together in the hot-
spring water. In the open-air 
hot spring pool, people either 

play at leisure or overlook 
the mountains in distance 
enjoying relaxation and joy.
Lisu people believe that 
bathing in hot springs during 
the Spring Festival can wash 
away fatigue and troubles 
and welcome the New Year 
with a brand new attitude.
The practice of Bath Festival 
has been passed down to this 
day and gradually evolved 
into a festival for tourists 
from all over the country 
and Lisu people in Nujiang 
Prefecture.

 Ten thousand people dance together

In Jingpo language, 
“ M u n a o z o n g g e ” 

means dance together. The 
local Jingpo people like 
to welcome the New Year 
w i t h  j o y f u l  s o n g s  a n d 
dances .  “Tok TokTok”, 
strong Jingpo men work 
hard to beat the wooden 
drums so that the sound 
of heavy drums fills the 
square to open the prelude 
o f  t h e  M u n a o z o n g g e 
f e s t i v a l .  Tw o  l e a d i n g 

dancers, armed with long 
knives and hornbill hats, 
l e a d   t h e  p r o c e s s i o n , 
l o o k i n g  s o l e m n  a n d 
serious. Behind them, the 
J ingpo people ,  dressed 
i n  f e s t i v e  c o s t u m e s , 
come into the square one 
by one,  holding hands , 
stepping in a neat pace, 
t h e i r  b o d i e s  d a n c i n g 
natural ly and gradually 
forming a chorus of tens 
of thousands of people.

Coming of age ceremony

The Spring Festival is 
particularly important 

for children of Pumi ethnic 
group who have reached 
the age of thirteen in the 
northwest plateau of Yunnan. 
On New Year's Eve, children 
who have reached the age 
of thirteen gather together 
according to their gender, 
have fun all night, and bid 
farewell to their happy 
childhood. They would return 
to their homes as soon as 
dawn comes . A girl's coming-
of-age ceremony is called 

the ceremony of wearing 
a skirt. A boy's coming-
of-age ceremony is called 
the ceremony of putting 
on trousers and is presided 
over by his uncle. When the 
ceremony of wearing a skirt 
and trousers is held, the child's 
parents would hold a grand 
banquet to entertain their 
guests. They serve each of the 
guests a bowl of bone soup, a 
piece of meat and some pig's 
heart and liver, to show that 
everyone is closely connected 
like one person .

Memorable things in Yunnan 2019
FOCUSCULTURE

BIODIVERSITY

COMMUNICATION

Editor’s Note:  In 2019, we witnessed an array of big and new things in Yunnan, such as the Pilot Free Trade 
Zone, digital Yunnan, tourism revolution, ecological protection and poverty alleviation. These have brought 
enormous changes to the province and left long-lasting memories on the people’s minds.

Key term: Leading the pack

The National Bureau 
of Statistics of China 

recently published the 
economic growth data of 31 
provinces, municipalities 
and autonomous regions 
for the first three quarters 
of 2019. 

During this  period, 
Yunnan achieved a GDP 
of 1,297.185 billion RMB 
(US$ 186.246 billion). This 
is a year-on-year increase 
of 8.8 per cent, 2.6 per cent 
higher than the national 
average of 6.2 per cent.

Key term: Digital Yunnan

In 2019, the Digital 
Yunnan programme 

focused on smart tourism, 
smart education, smart 
agriculture and smart industry. 
The online platform “Yunnan 
at Your Fingertips”, which 
was launched in October 
2018, has been developed 
further. It now integrates 
live streaming of scenic 
spots, tour guide services, 

transport services, tourist 
complaint handling and other 
functions. The “Yunnan at 
Your Fingertips” platform has 
made an increasing number of 
government services available 
online. Furthermore, Yunnan 
took the lead in becoming 
the first province in the 
country to introduce facial 
recognition check-in services 
for passengers of all airlines.

Key term: Tourism revolution

In  Y u n n a n , 
tour i sm has  long 

been  a  charac te r i s t i c 
i n d u s t r y .  H o w e v e r , 
i t  h a s  g o n e  t h r o u g h 
a  p e r i o d  o f  u n s t a b l e 
development. In 2019, 
the province launched a 
tourism revolution by 
regulating the market, 
to provide tourists with 
a better experience. It 

i n t r o d u c e d  a  h a s s l e -
f r e e  r e t u r n s  p o l i c y 
and  deve loped  smar t 
t ou r i sm .  Da ta  shows 
t h a t  f r o m  J a n u a r y 
to  October  2019,  the 
province received 15 per 
cent fewer complaints 
on the 12301 national 
t o u r i s t  c o m p l a i n t 
platform as compared to 
previous years.

Key term: EMU

In  2 0 1 9 ,  E M U s 
(Elec t r ic  Mul t ip le 

Units) came to Lijiang, 
Mengzi and Zhaotong and 
made these cities more 
accessible. The high-speed 
ra i l  has  shor tened the 
distance between cities and 
brought people closer.

The high-speed railway 
lines have been woven into 
a network and changed 

the lives of people. Last 
year, many people left the 
mountains for the first time, 
to embrace the outside 
world. Seeing the enormous 
potential for development, 
businesspeople came to 
the province with projects 
and funds. Opening up 
and convenient transport 
are making the province a 
better place to live in.

Key term: Poverty alleviation

In  2 0 1 9 ,  t e n s  o f 
t h o u s a n d s  o f 

government  off icials , 
enterprise employees, 
teachers and volunteers 
went to poor areas and 
joined in the battle against 
poverty. Their goal was 
to lift all rural residents 
currently living below the 
poverty line out of poverty 

by 2020, in line with the rest 
of the country. According 
to statistics, the number of 
poor people in Yunnan’s 
deeply impoverished areas 
has decreased from 1.378 
million in 2018 to 365,400 
in late 2019. The poverty 
headcount ratio has dropped 
from 13.29 per cent to 3.52 
per cent.

Key term: Pilot Free Trade Zone

On August 30, 2019, 
the China (Yunnan) 

Pi lot  Free Trade Zone 
(consisting of the Kunming, 
H o n g h e  a n d  D e h o n g 
areas) was established. On 
December 1, the China 
(Yunnan) Pilot Free Trade 
Zone rolled out the reform 
of separating permits and 
certificates for business 
licences, to further improve 
the business environment. 
The reforms mean that many 

pre-registration approvals 
have been replaced by post-
registration approvals, 
thus significantly reducing 
the time limit required for 
securing approvals. From 
August 30 to December 6, 
2019, some 2,500 enterprises, 
encompassing processing and 
trade, big health, cross-border 
tourism and e-commerce, 
registered in the three areas 
of the China (Yunnan) Free 
Trade Pilot Zone.

Poya song book of Zhuang: 81 
symbols and 81 love songs

Poya Village is located 
in the deep mountains 

of Boyitown, Funing county, 
Wenshan Zhuang and Miao 
Autonomous Prefecture, 
Yunnan province. The 55 
Zhuang households in the 
village still retain a tradition 
of singing folk songs.

The Poya Song Book is an 
ancient rune handed down 
from the village.On a white 
cloth a foot wide and two feet 
long, there are 81 symbols of 
objects such as moon, stars, 
trees, rice leaves, people, 

horses, bird cages painted 
with red cactus juice, which 
represent names of 81 love 
songs. It records the love 
journey of a young man and 
a woman’s meeting, getting 
to know each other, falling in 
love, and getting old.

Nong Fengmei, the owner 
of the song book, can sing 
an entire song whenever she 
sees these pattern symbols.
This method of recording folk 
songs is passed down from 
generation to generation with 
a long history.    (XINHUA)

Increasing understanding of 
Indian and Chinese youth

"Youth is the future of 
China-India relations, and 
we would contribute to the 
development and cooperation 
of our two countries”, “As a 
young generation, we would 
pass on the friendship between 
our two countries”, “We 
would work together to create 
a better future for China and 
India”……At the second 
China-India Youth Dialogue 
held recently, the youth 
representatives of the two 
countries said so.

The Dialogue was co-
sponsored by the Chinese 
Embassy in India and the 
Federation of Indian Young 
Leaders.Outstanding youth 
representatives from all over 
India and representatives of 
the All India Chinese Students 
Association attended the event.
Representatives of the two 
countries discussed issues 
such as how to achieve win-
win cooperation and how to 
strengthen bilateral people-
to-people exchanges between 
China and India.

Sun Weidong, Chinese 
ambassador to India, said in 
his speech that when the youth 
prosper, the country prospers, 
and when the youth are strong, 
the country is strong. Sino-
Indian relations are stable and 

positive. The potential for 
cooperation between the two 
countries is huge. It provides 
a broader platform for youth 
exchanges and cooperation 
between the two countries. It 
is believed that the dialogue 
between the youth of the two 
countries will further enhance 
mutual understanding and 
contribute more intelligence 
and strength to the development 
of China-India relations.

Chairman of Indian Youth 
Leaders Federation, said 
that China has the world's 
largest population and India 
has the world's largest youth 
population. A friendly bilateral 
cooperation provides a solid 
foundation for youth exchange 
and cooperation. And he 
believes that the event is a good 
start of this year’s “China-India 
Cultural Exchange Year.”

“ T h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e 
relationship between the two 
countries lies in the hands of 
young people. It is expected 
that the Indian and Chinese 
youths will continue to increase 
their understanding and deepen 
their friendship,” said an Indian 
youth representative who visited 
Shenzhen. “I hope to have the 
opportunity to visit more places 
in China and learn more about 
China.”        (By People’s Daily)

“Dianxi Xiaoge” bringing the 
flavour of Yunnan to the world
A 90s Yunnan girl’s video, 

"Dianxi Xiaoge",has 
achieved enormous popularity 
abroad.As of December 
19, 2019, “Dianxi Xiaoge” 
had 3.24 million followers 
on Microblog, 3.57 million 
fo l lowers  on  YouTube , 
380,000 Facebook users and 
1.4 million fans on Douyin.

The “Dianxi  Xiaoge” 
actually is a girl. “It is a playful  
and easy way to call myself 
a 'little brother’, and Dianxi 
(west Yunnan) represents the 
geographical coordinates of 
my hometown Baoshan,” she 
explained her online name. In 
the video, the Dianxi Xiaoge 
can chopdown sugar cane and 
also get irritated with tears by 

hot peppers.
T h e  Yu n n a n  f l a v o u r 

presented in her video has 
become the most prominent 
label of her works that made 
countless netizens from 
knowing Yunnan cuisine to 
longing for Yunnan.

She made seasonal crops 
in Yunnan into delicious food 
never heard of by foreigners, 
liketa marind cake, Yunnan 
ham cake, bamboo-tube 
cooked rice, spicy sauce and 
others. Each episode of her 
video has about 3 million 
views. AWOL, an Australian 
media outlet, says the Dianxi 
Xiaoge channel has fascinated 
the world.             (By YDPG)

China unveils logo for 2020 
UN biodiversity conference

Ch i n a ,  t h e  h o s t i n g 
country of the 15th 

meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (COP 
15), and the convention’s 

secretariat on HIGH-TECH 
ECO January  9  jo in t ly 
unveiled the logo for the 
United Nations gathering. 

In the shape of a water 
droplet or a seed, the logo 
is inspired by the art of 
Chinese  paper-cut t ings 
and seals, and consists of 
elements with distinctive 
Chinese characteristics. 
Against the background of 
the oracle bone inscriptions, 
the “water droplet” contains 
a giant panda, a girl in an 
ethnic costume, a peacock, 
a butterfly, plum blossoms 
and sea waves that reflect 
b io logica l  and  cul tura l 
diversity.             

                             (By YDPG)


