
Yinchang is an extremely 
poor village in Zhenxiong, 
Yu n n a n  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e 
headwate r  r eg ion  o f  the 
Chishui River. In the past, the 
villagers mainly grew corn, 
potatoes and other traditional 
crops, which did not bring in 
much money. 

I n  2 0 1 6 ,  R a o  D e j u 
founded the Changhe Farmers 
Vegetable Cooperative and 
began to lead the villagers to 
grow alpine vegetables. In 
March 2018, Rao contracted 
1 0 0  h e c t a r e s  o f  l a n d  i n 
Yinchang to grow vegetables 
such as cabbages and carrots, 
but mainly cabbages. On this 
account, she is known among 
the  v i l l ages  a s  Cabbage 
Queen.

"Those working in the 
cooperative are basically from 
poor households," said Rao. 
Besides Yinchang, some poor 
farmers from Tanglang, Wafei 
and other villages also work in 
the cooperative.

The cooperative currently 
employs 80 villagers from 
registered poor households 
and each of them earns 100 
yuan (US$14.3)  per  day. 
"If farmers from other poor 
households come to work here 
temporarily, they also get paid 
by the day," Rao said.

"We all trust her," a villager 
named Fu Fengyun said with 
a smile while harvesting the 
cabbages. She came to work 
in the cooperative in early 
2019 and now earns a monthly 
salary of more than 3,000 
yuan (US$428.38). 

Rao also encourages the 

poor households that have 
not joined the cooperative to 
grow cabbages on their own. 
She not only teaches them the 
cabbage growing techniques 
for free but also helps them 
with  sa les .  So far,  these 
households have expanded 
their cabbage growing area to 
about 100 hectares.

The cooperative provides 
poor households with 150,000 
yuan (US$21,419.39) worth 
of disease-resistant cabbage 
seeds for free every year.

When the cabbages are 
ready for sale, Rao helps find 
buyers for the poor villagers, 
who complete the transactions 
by themselves. "They are my 
fellow villagers. Of course I 
should help them," Rao said.

The cabbages have become 
the main cash crop for the 
poor households. According 
to Wen Peng, a principal 
village leader of Yinchang, the 
cooperative has helped 225 
poor households to increase 
their  income by growing 
cabbages.          (Peng Yunjia)
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Food like eggs were donated by Yunnan's Dali to Xianning.  Photo by Yang Zheng

XI’S REMARKS

The epidemic prevention and control is not only a 
health issue but comprehensive work which requires all-
round support.

——From speech delivered by President Xi 
Jinping when presiding over a meeting of the Standing 
Committee of the Political Bureau of CPC Central 
Committee on February 3

VOICE

Global leaders, organizations 
express support for China's 

fight against COVID-19
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the establishment 

of diplomatic ties between Rome and Beijing, a relationship 
"shaped on the base of mutual friendship and common interest." 
Italy conveys to China its faith and support in this emergency 
against the epidemic, and in the (Chinese) efforts to ensure 
health safety.

——Italian President Sergio Mattarella
 
China has worked closely with the World Health 

Organization (WHO) and is taking effective measures to curb 
the spread of the virus. Thank central and local governments of 
China for their assistance to Dutch nationals in China.

——Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte
                                                                             
We are witnessing unprecedented and impressive measures 

in Beijing and throughout China that will definitely bring 
concrete results in the near future. The Chinese people have 
overcome many challenges and difficulties in history. I am more 
than sure that together with the international community, China 
will win this battle and the situation will return to normal soon.

     ——Georgia's Ambassador to China Archil Kalandia

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization（SCO）
member states support for China to fight against the virus and 
spoke highly of the decisive measures taken by the Chinese 
government and people to fight the epidemic and prevent its 
spread. The member states confirmed their willingness to 
provide China with necessary assistance and called on the 
international community to strengthen cooperation within the 
framework of the WHO to ensure international and regional 
public health security.

——SCO member states

(Source: CGTN)

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Cabbage Queen helps farmers 
shake off poverty

In  2016,  Rao Deju 
founded  the  Changhe 
F a r m e r s  Ve g e t a b l e 
Cooperative and began to 
lead the villagers to grow 
alpine vegetables. Now 
the cooperative has helped 
225 poor households to 
increase their income by 
growing cabbages.

FOCUS

Yunnan helps Hubei in epidemic relief
"When Wuhan wins the battle 

against the novel coronavirus 
outbreak, so will Hubei and 
China," said Chinese President 
Xi Jinping on February 10, when 
he conducted an inspection 
tour of Beijing and delivered 
instructions on the prevention and 
control of the novel coronavirus 
pneumonia(COVID-19). At 
present China has been mobilising 
high-quality resources from across 
the country and implementing 
the “pairing-up support" policy 
to assist Hubei in combating the 
COVID-19 outbreak. So far, 19 
provinces have sent medical teams 
to 16 prefectural and county-level 
cities in Hubei. The Hubei city 
of Xianning has been assigned to 
Yunnan. 

On February 20, another 
medical team from Yunnan 
embarked on a journey to Hubei, 
on behalf of the 48 million 
people and 26 ethnic groups in 
the province. It was the seventh 
medical team from Yunnan to 
assist Hubei in the epidemic 
relief efforts. The 176 team 
members included management 
and medical personnel. They 
have been selected to match 

the current needs for epidemic 
prevention and control in Wuhan.

So far, Yunnan has sent a total 
of 1,100 medical workers, in four 
batches, to assist Hubei in the 
epidemic prevention and control.

Some of these wonderful 
people participated in the battle 
against the 2003 SARS outbreak, 
s o m e  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  2 0 0 8 
Wenchuan earthquake relief, 
and others have a wealth of 

experience working in intensive 
care units. Apart from providing 
medical workers, the general 
public in Yunnan are also giving 
practical support to Hubei.

O n  F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  n i n e 
trucks loaded with 270 tons 
of watermelons left Ruili for 
Xianning and Jingzhou in Hubei.

On February 11, a fleet of 
trucks loaded with 325 tons 
of potatoes, peas, oranges and 

tomatoes set off from Lijiang to 
Wuhan.

On February 12, several 
trucks loaded with 88 tons of 
high-quality vegetables departed 
f rom Kunming to  Wuhan. 
On the same day, 204 tons of 
vegetables produced by the 
Yunnan Agricultural Reclamation 
Group departed for Shanghai, 
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Chengdu, 
Changsha and other cities.

On February 12, after a 
journey of two days and two 
nights, a group of 16 trucks 
from Yunnan arrived in Wuhan. 
The trucks were transporting 
267 tons of apples, potatoes, 
vegetables and brown sugar with 
a total worth of three million 
yuan (US$ 429,436) and were 
donated by northeast Yunnan’s 
Zhaotong City.

 (Yunnan Daily)

In China, it is a common 
that all sides come to help when 
one is struck by disaster, and 
the government often organises 
pairing-up support to specific 
affected areas. The eastern 
provinces for example have 
assisted the country’s western 
region in poverty alleviation 
and development. All provinces 
contributed to the 2008 Wenchuan 
earthquake relief. Chinese people 
are supporting each other in 
combating the current COVID-19 
epidemic. These experiences have 
demonstrated the institutional 
advantages that enable the 
country to mobilise resources and 
to successfully manage large relief 
efforts.

Editor's note

Cured COVID-19 patients in Yunnan 
donate plasma to save more

T w o  r e c o v e r e d 
coronavirus patients in 
Yunnan province donated 
t h e i r  b l o o d  p l a s m a 
on  February 19 in an 
effor t  to  save others . 
Ms. Li,  a 22-year-old 
Wuhan native, donated 
400 millilitres of plasma 
at the  Kunming Blood 
Center in the afternoon. 
    “I am lucky that my 
plasma can help save 
others,” said Li, who was 
hospitalized in  Kunming 

fo r  10  days  and  has 
just recovered from the 
pneumonia. Now, she is 
in good  health thanks to 
sound care by local medics. 
   The other recovered 
C O V I D - 1 9  p a t i e n t 
surnamed Zeng donated 
200 mls  of  plasma at  
15:00 in Xishuangbanna 
Blood Center,  having 
f i n i s h e d  a  p h y s i c a l 
checkup. “I’m here to 
d o n a t e  p l a s m a  w i t h 
gra t i tude”  sa id  Zeng, 

wi sh ing  the   d i sease 
wil l  soon be resolved 
through jo in t  effor ts .  
   Init ial  results  have 
indicated the effectiveness 
of plasma transfusion in 
curing patients diagnosed 
with COVID-19 infection, 
said Zhang Dingyu, head of 
Wuhan Jinyintan Hospital, 
a major designated hospital 
to admit confirmed cases, 
during a provincial press 
conference recently. 

(Wang Shixue)

China takes targeted actions to help 
companies resume business

T h e  C h i n e s e  c e n t r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  c u r r e n t l y 
orchestrating epidemic prevention 
and control efforts while making 
arrangements to restore the 
economic and the social order. The 
country is taking targeted actions to 
help companies resume production 
and business in an orderly manner.

On the morning of February 
13, our reporters visited the 
production facilities of Sany 
Heavy Machinery Limited in 
the Hunan Ningxiang Industrial 
Park. In the workshops, which 
were sterilised every four hours, 
workers in masks were occupied 
with producing a batch of cranes. 
"We resumed production nine days 
ago, thanks to the government’s 
timely and strong support," said 
Liang Wengen, Chairman of the 
Sany Group.

Many local governments 
are supporting companies in 
solving their financial problems 
so that they can resume business 
and production. In Zhejiang 
province, the Huzhou Municipal 
Government  i s sued  e igh t 
guidelines aimed at combating the 
epidemic and supporting a robust 
development of enterprises. The 
first guideline concerns financial 
support and encourages banks 
and other financial institutions to 
reduce their usual interest rates by 
10 percent.

On February 12, Yunnan 
province introduced fiscal 

New life brings new hope

On February 14, two members of the Yunnan epidemic relief medical 
team participated in a special operation at the First People's Hospital in 
Xianning, Hubei. Zhao Li and Zhang Jing, an anaesthesiologist and an 
assistant anaesthesiologist from the Yunnan Cancer Hospital, assisted the 
hospital in completing a caesarean section on a woman with COVID-19. 
When the newborn started to cry, Zhao and Zhang, both of whom have 
children, smiled joyfully. When they heard the news about the birth of the 
baby, other team members shared in the happiness and gave their best 
wishes to the baby’s family.                                        (Li Rong, Yang Zheng)

Uncle De’s battle

At 9 pm on January 24, 
Uncle  De  f i r s t  a r r ived  in 
Wuhan as deputy head of the 
Expert Group of the National 
Administration of Traditional 
Chinese  Medicine  for  the 
Prevention and Control of 
COVID-19.

Uncle De believes that his 
battlefield is where the patients 
are .  "Tradi t iona l  Chinese 
Medicine has an important 
role in the prevention and 
treatment of COVID-19," he 
said in a video interview with 
our reporters on February 11, 
looking tired but determined.

In more than two weeks of 
clinical trials, Uncle De's team 
has improved the treatment 
schemes and adjus ted the 
prescriptions. The role that 
Traditional Chinese Medicine 
can play has once again been 
recognised  in  the  cur rent 
epidemic outbreak.

Uncle De's team is currently 
working together with the 
Hubei Provincial Hospital of 
Integrated Traditional Chinese 
and Western Medicine, where 
more  than  100 conf i rmed 
COVID-19 infected pneumonia 
patients are receiving treatment. 
After five days of taking the 

prescr ibed medicat ion,  in 
accordance with the diagnosis 
and treatment scheme, the 
symptoms of mild cases have 
significantly abated and 15 
patients have been cured and 
subsequently discharged from 
the hospital. 

Uncle De was infected with 
SARS 17 years ago. It was 
this combination of Chinese 
and Western medicine that 
saved his life. His own narrow 
escape has given him a better 
understanding of the unique 
value of integrating Chinese 
and Western medicine in the 
treatment schemes for similar 
epidemics.

" T r a d i t i o n a l  C h i n e s e 
Medicine is effective for mild 
cases. For severe and critical 
c a s e s ,  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f 
Chinese and Western medicine 
has proved to be more effective 
than Western medicine alone," 
Uncle De said. In coping with 
the current COVID-19, Uncle 
De and other experts in Chinese 
and Western medicine keep 
on searching to improve the 
current schemes of clinical 
diagnosis and treatment. 

(People's Daily Overseas 
Edition)

and taxation policies aimed at 
stabilising economic operations. 
According to these new policies, 
the province wil l  provide 
enterprises with subsidies and 
reduce their operational costs. This 
will promote a steady and healthy 
socioeconomic development 
and win the battle against the 
epidemic.

In some epidemic-affected 
areas, people have difficulties 
returning to their jobs, while 
enterprises, and then specifically 
the more labour intensive ones, are 
facing a lack of employees. Many 
local governments are therefore 
taking the initiative to help and 
solve this problem.

In Huzhou, some enterprises 
have deployed charted buses to 
fetch their employees from places 
where they are located in relatively 
high concentrations. Municpal 
governments have offered to carry 
two-thirds of these particular 

transport costs.
To assist migrant workers 

in their return to their jobs in 
the cities, Yunnan province 
provides them with free medical 
examinations and collective 
transport to their companies. In 
addition, employment agencies 
in the province are eligible for 
government subsidies, based on 
the number of jobs they can secure 
for job seekers.

M e a n w h i l e ,  C h i n a  i s 
promoting online government 
services which simplify approval 
procedures and ensure a smooth 
implementation of investment 
projects.

During the period of epidemic 
prevention and control, Zhenhai 
District of Ningbo in Zhejiang 
province has moved its approval 
procedures online so that they 
can be completed in a way that 
requires zero human contact. 

(People's Daily)

In Hefei, a work is making checks in a factory.  (Xinhua)

Zhongde is deputy director of the Guangdong Provincial 
Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine. During the 2003 
SARS outbreak, he delivered a series of lectures on TV, radio 
and his WeChat public account. He published a number of 
articles in newspapers, sharing his medical knowledge. That 
year he became an online celebrity and ‘Uncle De’, his WeChat 
nickname, became a household name in Guangdong province.


