
T h e  K u n m i n g  D o u n a n 
Flower Trading Market, which 
is Asia’s largest fresh cut fl ower 
market and located in Kunming, 
capital of Southwest China's 
Yunnan province,  resumed 
electronic auctions on February 
10, after days of being shut down 
due to the novel coronavirus. 
And more than 3 million fl owers 
were traded on that day. 

K u n m i n g  Vi c e - M a y o r 
Wang Bing said: "Kunming is 
strictly implementing epidemic 
prevention and control measures 
while organizing the reopening 
of qualified enterprises in an 

orderly manner. We are opening 
the regional market step by step. 
Kunming is striving to lower the 
influence of the virus outbreak 
on economic development, and 
to guarantee the healthy and 
stable economic development."

Wa n g  n o t e d  K u n m i n g 
Dounan Flower Trading Market 
has only resumed electronic 
auctions, which, according to 
the assessment of Kunming 
Municipal  Government ,  is 
controllable in terms of epidemic 
control.

Jiang Xiaofei, a fresh cut 
fl ower purchaser in Yunnan, said 
his fl ower business was aff ected 
during the period. However, he 
noted the reopening of electronic 
flora auctions is good news for 
him.

On Jan 26, to lower infection 
potential caused by people 
gathering,  Kunming Dounan 
Flower Trading Market shut 
down flora trading related to 
residents and tourists, only 
keeping up the floral wholesale 
business. Starting Feb 6, all 
stores were closed. 

 (China Daily)

On January 29, we arrived 
at the First People's Hospital of 
Xianning, Hubei,a designated 
hospital for receiving patients 
w i t h  n o v e l  c o r o n a v i r u s 
pneumonia. The eleven medical 
workers of us were assigned 
to different departments of the 
hospital to assist in epidemic 
prevention and treatment.

When two teammates and I 
volunteered to join the infectious 
d i s e a s e  w a r d ,  t h e  o t h e r 
teammates said to us repeatedly 
"We come together and we must 
return together. Everyone must 
be safe!"

I n  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  w a r d , 
everything we learned in the 
training came into use: wearing 
the mask, hat, gown, gloves, and 
faceshield... We strictly followed 
every required step, fully aware 
that the omission of a single 

detail could be risky.
I never knew it would be 

so hard to work while wearing 
a  t igh t - f i t t ing  face  mask . 
When you quicken your steps 
a little bit, it became difficult 
to breathe. It is still winter in 
Xianning, but our T-shirt, the 
only thing we wear under the 
protective clothing, sometimes 
becomes wet with sweat. When 
we removed the faceshield, we 
could see the impressions it left 
on our face. Seeing the local 
medical staff at our side, we 
were fi lled with awe. They have 
fought for a long while under 
such circumstances. We could 
not help feeling sorry that it took 
us so long to come to their aid.

After  a  day 's  work,  we 
returned to our quarters. Even 
away from the ward, we still 
must be careful. We divided our 

rooms into a polluted zone, a 
buffer zone, and a clean zone. 
We handle the objects in each 
zone according to different 
principles.

In order to avoid cross-
infection, we observed self-
i m p o s e d  q u a r a n t i n e .  We 
never visited other rooms, got 
together, or went out without 
permission. When we needed to 
communicate, we did it on our 
cell phones.

When we repor ted  and 
summarized the day's work, we 
stood in the open space outside 
the station, tired but fulfilled.
(The author is Zhao Yanqiu, a 
member of the Critical Care 
Patient Treatment Group of 
Yunnan Cancer Hospital 2019 
Novel Coronavirus Relief 
Team in Hubei Province)

On February 12, another 355 medical workers from Yunnan province reached Wuhan airport and 
got on a bus to Xianning City in southeast Hubei province to join the battle against the coronavirus.  
As of now, the province has sent 595 medical workers to Hubei. For the arrival of the Yunnan medical 
workers, Xianning locals said on social media:  "The most lovable persons from the most beautiful 
province."  "Hi, angels in white, you are the best!"Here the Yunnan medical workers were leaving for 
Hubei by plane at Kunming Changshui International Airport.  (Xinhua)

Yunnan province has enacted 
fi ve new measures to strengthen 
the battle against the novel 
coronavirus outbreak, and all 
who had close contact with 
affected patients are required 
to be isolated in hospitals for 
observation.

The increased measures 
include a survey to learn who 
visited Yunnan from Wuhan or 

returned to Wuhan from Yunnan. 
All  people with confirmed 
and suspected coronavirus 
are required to be isolated in 
designated hospitals for medical 
treatment.

The third measure is  to 
manage all suspected cases of 
confirmed coronavirus, and to 
trace all people who had close 
contact with suspected cases. 

The fourth measure is to make all 
those who had close contact with 
patients to isolate themselves in 
hospitals, but not in their homes.

The fi fth measure is to ensure 
nucleic acid testing is finished 
within 24 hours, and to quicken 
diagnostic speed. The quality of 
follow-up prevention and control 
measures will be improved.

 (China Daily)

The impact of the novel 
coronavirus epidemic on China's 
economy will be temporary 
a n d  w i l l  n o t  c h a n g e  t h e 
fundamentals of the country's 
long-term economic growth, said 
executives of global companies 
on February 11.

"We are confi dent that China 
will not only overcome the 
difficulties and win the anti-
epidemic battle, but have the 
ability to minimize the impact of 
the epidemic on the economy," 
said Wang Renrong, executive 
director of Budweiser Brewing 
Co (APAC).

T h e  s l o w d o w n  i n  t h e 
consumption sector should not 
cause alarm, said Wang, stressing 
it has been widely agreed that 
the Chinese economy has done 
well in shifting from high-speed 
development to quality growth.

Many business units of the 
Belgian company resumed work 
on February 10 under a flexible 
work arrangement, to maintain 
routine operations.

China ' s  t ax  au thor i t i e s 
pub l i shed  a  documen t  on 
February 11 containing a set of 
policies to ease tax burden for 
individuals and corporates during 
the novel coronavirus outbreak, 
i n c l u d i n g  e x e m p t i o n s  o f 
individual income tax and value-

added tax for certain taxpayers.
Companies that  provide 

key supplies for controlling 
the epidemic, will receive full 
refund of the tax credits of the 
incremental value-added taxes. 
The VAT on income from the 
transportat ion and express 
delivery of the epidemic control 
supplies  wil l  be canceled, 
according to the document.

"Based on the experience 
f r o m  t h e  S A R S  c r i s i s  i n 
2002-03, we can foresee a 
quick rebound of the Chinese 
economy in terms of recovery of 
inventory, restocking demand, 

uplift of consumption of goods 
and services after the freeze," 
said Denis Depoux, managing 
director for China of global 
consultancy Roland Berger.

T h e  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h 
wil l  a lso get  s t rong f iscal 
and monetary support from 
the government;  and local 
inf ras t ructure  inves tment , 
fi nanced by special bonds, as in 
2019, will support the economy, 
he said.

More foreign businesses have 
resumed production as scheduled 
and others are asking employees 
to work from home. Factories 

owned by Tesla Inc, Cargill Inc, 
Samsung Electronics Co and SK 
Hynix all resumed production 
across China on February 10.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l 
prioritize demand for product 
of foreign-funded enterprises 
that produce protective goods 
and equipment such as medical 
protect ive clothing,  facial 
masks and goggles, to promptly 
resume production and meet the 
market demand, as well as help 
them gain necessary protective 
materials, said a circular unveiled 
by the Ministry of Commerce on 
February 10.

"As the coronavirus is a 
one-off negative shock, we 
expect China's GDP growth to 
rebound to 6 percent in 2021 
as activities normalize," said 
Wang, adding China's long-
term trend of moving toward 
a more consumption-oriented 
economy, of rising services share 
in the overall economy, and 
of technological upgrade will 
continue.

Liu Yuanchun, vice-president 
o f  the  Renmin  Univers i ty 
of China, said capital, labor 
and technology advances are 
known as the key determinants 
of an economy's long-term 
development. The epidemic will 
not cause fundamental changes 
in  how capi ta l  and human 
capital accumulate in China, 
and will make people attach 
greater attention to technological 
advances.

In the short term, the strong 
resilience of the economy will 
help it to defend itself against 
any disrupt ions caused by 
the epidemic, Liu said, citing 
China's institutional advantage 
in concentrating its resources to 
accomplish major tasks, strong 
production ability, vast domestic 
market and rich policy tool kit. 

(China Daily)

"Trolls and conspiracy 
theories "are undermining 
the  r esponse  to  the  new 
coronavirus, the World Health 
Organization has warned.

T h e  W H O  D i r e c t o r 
General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus told reporters 
tha t  mis informat ion  was 
"making the work of  our 
heroic workers even harder".

He said misinformation 
a round  the  co ronav i rus , 
"causes confusion and spreads 
fear to the general public".

"I would also like to speak 
briefly about the importance 
of facts, not fear," Tedros said. 
"People must have access to 
accurate information to protect 
themselves and others."

"At the WHO we're not 
just battling the virus, we're 

also battling the trolls and 
consp i racy  theor ies  tha t 
undermine our response," 
Tedros added.

" A s  a  G u a r d i a n 
(newspaper) headline says, 
' M i s i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e 
coronavirus might be the 
most contagious thing about 
it ' ."Tedros is referring to 
an article, published by the 
Guardian's opinion section, in 
which epidemiologist Adam 
Kucharski argues that the 
best way to combat online 
falsehoods around the virus is 
to "treat them like a real-life 
virus".

K u c h a r s k i  d i s c u s s e s 
the discredited scientif ic 
paper, which speculated that 
the new virus had genetic 
characteristics and implicated 
snakes as the source.

He notes that, "leading 
geneticists were quick to point 
out that the results weren't 
convincing, and that bats 
were still the likely suspects. 
However, that didn't  stop 
snake fl u from going viral".

"Stories sparking fear seem 
to have overtaken the outbreak 
in real life," Kucharski added. 
"If you heard about snake 
flu, you might have told a 
couple of friends; meanwhile, 
newspaper headlines were 
telling millions." (This article 
was originally published by 
China Daily website and its 
abridged here for use.)

Ensuring the public 
has the best possible 
h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n 
i s  c ruc ia l  dur ing  an 
o u t b r e a k .  A t  b e s t , 
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n 
distract from important 
messages. At worst, it 
can lead to behavior 
that amplifies disease 
t r a n s m i s s i o n .  T h e 
novelty of coronavirus 
makes the challenge even 
greater, because viral 
speculation can easily 
overwhelm the limited 
information we do have.

——Adam Kucharski
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Epidemic impact on China’s economy to be limited

Asia’s largest flower market 
reopens for electronic auctions
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Yunnan medical worker in Hubei: Tired but fulfilled

Yunnan adopts more measures to 
control virus outbreak

FOCUS

 World leaders support 
China's anti-virus fight

'Conspiracy theories' 
hinder virus response

VOICE

Wo r l d  l e a d e r s  h a v e 
continued voicing support 
for  China ' s  f ight  aga ins t  
COVID-19, as the country 
continues its all-out efforts to 
curb the spread of contagion.

While talking with Premier 
Li Keqiang over the phone on 
February 8, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel hailed China's 
decisive steps in coping with 
the outbreak, which she said 
have won a high degree of 
support  from the Chinese 
people.

She said that  Berlin is 
willing to continue cooperation 
with Beijing on epidemic 
control and prevention and will 
continue to off er China support 
in medical resources.

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said 
on February 8 that China's 
actions to contain the outbreak 
are impressive, and he warned 
countries not to stigmatize 
China. "It is clear that there is 
a massive effort that is made 
by China in order to contain 
the disease and avoid i ts 
propagation. I think that effort 
is remarkable," said Guterres, 
calling for strong international 
cooperation and solidarity 
in fighting  COVID-19 and 
adding that it was inappropriate 
to blame China because of the 
outbreak. 

Since the  onset  of  the 
outbreak, leaders of various 
countr ies  have expressed 
sympathy for China over the 
epidemic and have off ered their 
support for its eff orts in fi ghting 
the virus, the Foreign Ministry 
said on February 8 in a news 

release.
South African President 

Cyril Ramaphosa expressed 
confidence in President Xi 
Jinping's leadership and China's 
victory over the epidemic.

Brazilian President Jair 
Bo l sonaro  expressed  h i s 
country's solidarity with China 
and readiness to keep its door 
open to China. He said Brazil 
would do what it can to help 
and support China.

Spanish King Felipe VI 
highly commended the Chinese 
government for its efforts and 
measures undertaken against 
the epidemic. He expressed 
his country's readiness to work 
with China and contribute to 
containing the outbreak.

The United States said in a 
news release on February 7 that 
it has arranged for the shipping 
of nearly 17.8 tons of donated 
medical supplies to the Chinese 
people ,  including masks, 
gowns, gauze and respirators.

In the statement, the US 
State Department said it is 
prepared to spend up to $100 
million in assisting China and 
other affected countries, both 
directly and through multilateral 
organizations, to contain and 
combat  COVID-19.

Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa led on 
February 5 a number of Cabinet 
ministers and members of 
Parliament joining in a religious 
activity attended by thousands 
of people in a monastery in 
Colombo, the capital, to pray 
for the Chinese people's victory 
over the virus."                

(China Daily)

Off ic ia l  da ta  showed 
currently, fresh cut flowers 
from Yunnan takes up 70 
percent of market share in 
major cities in China, and is 
also exported to 46 countries 
and  reg ions  wor ldwide . 
Kunming Dounan Flower 
Trading Market has ranked 
top in China for more than 
10 consecutive years in terms 
of trade volume, traffic and 
export volume.

China has undergone 
a lot  of  hardships .  The 
Chinese people have the 
confidence and capability 
to win the battle against the 
epidemic. 

——Remarks made by 
President Xi Jinping when 
meeting with Cambodian 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
on February 5

XI’S REMARKS

 Workers were busy in a Sino-foreign joint venture on February 12. (Xinhua)

In northeast Yunnan's Lijiang, medical workers donate blood. 
Photo by Zhang Yunbo 

Some fl ower traders joined the electronic anction on February 
10 at the fl ower market.                       Photo by Yang Zheng


