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Close Encounters with Black-necked Cranes

At noon, Chen sets off. She will carry food to
Dashanbao National Nature Reserve to feed
black-necked cranes.

Chen lives in a small village near Dashanbao.
She and her mother-in-law are both members of
the Volunteers’ Association to  Protect
Black-necked Cranes. When Chen married her
husband in 2003, her mother-in-law had been
providing the cranes with food for many winters.
But now as her mother-in-law gets aging, the job
was passed to Chen.

Every day, Chen feeds black-necked cranes 3
times: the first at 7 o’clock in the morning, the
second at 12 o'clock at noon and the last at 4
oclock in the afternoon.
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Most of the food Chen gives to the cranes is corn,
which usually is 30 kilograms for a feeding.

Though black-necked cranes are wary Dby
nature, they are accustomed to Chen in her red
down jacket. Every time Chen appears, carrying a
bag of corn, black-necked cranes will fly or run to
her. The closest distance is about 3 meters
between Chen and the cranes. And as soon as
they find strangers coming, they will fly away.

3 meters may be the shortest distance between
human and black-necked cranes. In
traditional Chinese culture,

cranes are revered as
immortal and proud. Most of
the time, people

can’t get close to them except when cranes are
wounded.

Chen’s story is just one small glimpse into
China’s protection for black-necked cranes. As
one of the endangered birds in China,
black-necked cranes are first-class national
protected birds. After years of protection, their

population has increased to more than 8,000.

Yunnan’s Other Winter Habitats of Black-necked Cranes

When mentioning black-necked cranes, many
would remember Dashanbao National Nature
Reserve in Zhaoyang District. However, besides
Dashanbao, there are also other 7 winter habitats
of black-necked cranes in Yunnan. They are
Daqgiao Township, Yong’an Village, Lashihai
Wetland, Napa Lake, Dahaizi Wetland,
Daxiantang Wetland and Kongjiaying Village.

Dagiao Township is located in Huize County,
Qujing City. Every year, tens of thousands of
migrating birds fly to Daqiao Township. Last
year, there were about 800 black-necked cranes.
For tourists, the best photo-taking time is at
dawn when black-necked cranes are foraging, at
noon when they are drinking water and chasing
on the riverside or at sunset when they are flying
back to their resting places from every direction.

Yong’an Village is located in Maolin Township,

Yongshan County, Zhaotong City. In the Village,
Guan Family’s House Base and Dahaizi Wetland
are two habitats where black-necked cranes
spend their winter. Last year, it was reported
283 black-necked cranes wintered in Yong’an.

Lashihai Wetland is located in Gucheng District,
Lijiang City. It is not only a winter habitat for
black-necked cranes, but also a paradise for
other migrating birds. Every year there are
about 100,000 migrating birds spending their
winter here, including over 280 black-necked
cranes.

Napa Lake is located in Shangri-la County,
Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. It is the
most beautiful black-necked crane reserve in
China’s Tibetan-inhabited areas. Last year, 380
black-necked cranes wintered in Napa Lake,
together with 160 other kinds of wild birds.

Dahaizi Wetland is located in Mashu Township,
Qiaojia County, Zhaotong City. Last year, there
were 195 black-necked cranes spending their
winter in Dahaizi.

Daxiantang Wetland is located in Wuzhai
Township, Yongshan County, Zhaotong City.
Last year, 126 black-necked cranes spent their
winter in Daxiantang. When winter comes,
tourists can watch not only black-necked cranes,
but also bar-headed goose and other migrating
birds in the wetland.

Kongjiaying Village is located at Mashu
Township, Qiacjia County, Zhaotong City. Last
year, there were 86 black-necked cranes
wintering in Kongjiaying Village. Besides
black-necked cranes, tourists can also watch
thousands of other migrating birds flying and
foraging in the village.



