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FOCUS

"Only the wearer of the shoes 
knows  i f  t hey  f i t  o r  no t .  On ly 
the  people  can  bes t  t e l l  i f  the 
development path they have chosen 
for their country suits or not."

— From the speech by President 
Xi Jinping at the Moscow State 
Institute of International Relations, 
Russia on March 23, 2013

CHINA IN THE EYES OF EXPATS

The Kunmingnan high-speed railway station is the largest of its kind in southwest China.Photo by Hu Xiaorong                                                                                                                            

Reloctaed villagers work in a garment factory in Huize.  (Yunnan Daily)

2019: Memorable things in Yunnan

“I will continue to write about China 
and tell its stories”

CULTURE

Editor's note: Before we 
know it, another year has 
come and gone. In 2019 
we witnessed an array 
of big and new things 
in Yunnan, such as the 
Pilot Free Trade Zone, 
digital Yunnan, tourism 
revolution, ecological 
protection and poverty 
alleviation. These have 
brought enormous change 
to the province and left 
long-lasting memories on 
the people's minds.

Key term: Leading the pack

The National Bureau of 
Statistics of China recently 
p u b l i s h e d  t h e  e c o n o m i c 
growth data of 31 provinces, 
municipalities and autonomous 
regions for the first three quarters 
of 2019. During this period, 
Yunnan achieved a GDP of 
1,297.185 billion RMB (US$ 
186.246 billion). This is a year-
on-year increase of 8.8 percent, 
2.6 percent higher than the 
national average of 6.2 percent.

Key term: Digital Yunnan

In 2019, the Digital Yunnan 
programme focused on smart 
tour ism,  smart  educat ion, 
smart agriculture and smart 
industry. The online platform 
"Yunnan at Your Fingertips", 
which was launched in October 
2018,  has been developed 
fur ther.  I t  now in tegra tes 
l i v e  s t e a m i n g  o n  s c e n i c 
spots, tour guide services, 
t ransport  services,  touris t 
complaint handling and other 
functionality. The "Yunnan at 
Your Fingertips" platform has 
made an increasing number of 
government services available 
online. Furthermore, Yunnan 
took the lead, being the first 
province in the country to 
introduce facial recognition 
c h e c k - i n  s e r v i c e s  f o r 

passengers of all airlines.

Key term: Tourism revolution

In Yunnan, tourism has long 
been a characteristic industry. 
However, it has gone through a 
period of unstable development. 
In 2019 the province launched a 
tourism revolution by regulating 
the market, to provide tourists 
with a better experience. It 
introduced a hassle-free returns 
policy and developed smart 
tourism. Data shows that from 
January to October 2019, the 
province received 15 percent 
fewer complaints on the 12301 
national  tourist  complaint 
platform as compared to previous 
years.

Key term: EMU

In 2019, EMUs (Electric 
Multiple Units) came to Lijiang, 
Mengzi and Zhaotong and made 
these cities more accessible. The 
high-speed rail has shortened 
the distance between cities and 
brought people closer.

The high-speed railway lines 
have been woven into a network 
and changed the lives of people. 
Last year, many people left the 
mountains for the first time, 
to embrace the outside world. 
Seeing the enormous potential 
for development, businesspeople 
came to the province with 

projects and funds. Opening up 
and convenient transport are 
making the province a better 
place to live in.

Key term: Poverty alleviation

In 2019, tens of thousands of 
government officials, enterprise 
e m p l o y e e s ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d 
volunteers went to poor areas 
and joined in the battle against 
poverty. Their goal was to lift all 
rural residents currently living 
below the poverty line out of 
poverty by 2020, in line with the 
rest of the country,. According 
to statistics, the number of 
p o o r  p e o p l e  i n  Yu n n a n ' s 
deeply impoverished areas has 
decreased from 1.378 million 
in 2018 to 365,400 in late 2019. 
The poverty headcount ratio has 
dropped from 13.29 percent to 
3.52 percent.

Key term: River chief

In 2019, with more than 
1,000 river chiefs at work, all the 
streams feeding Erhai Lake in 
Dali reached the required quality 
standard. Last year, according 
to the monitoring data from 
environmental authorities, the 
water quality of Erhai Lake was 
classified as Class II for 7 months 
and Class III for 5 months, with 
no major cyanobacterial blooms 
breaking out throughout the 

year. The changes in Erhai Lake 
are the epitome of changing 
development concepts in Yunnan.

With the river (or lake) chief 
system in place, the water quality 
of nine major lakes in Yunnan has 
significantly improved. Fuxian 
Lake, Lugu Lake and Yangzong 
Lake in particular, have achieved 
the best water quality since 2015. 
Dianchi Lake recorded the best 
water quality in three decades. 

Key term: Pilot Free Trade Zone

On August 30th, 2019, the 
China (Yunnan) Pilot Free 
Trade Zone (consist ing of 
the Kunming, Honghe and 
Dehong areas) was established. 
On December 1st, the China 
(Yunnan) Pilot Free Trade 
Zone rolled out the reform 
of  separat ing permits  and 
certificates for business licenses, 
to further improve the business 
environment.  The reforms 
mean that many pre-registration 
approvals have been replaced 
by post-registration approvals, 
thus significantly reducing the 
time limit required for securing 
approvals. From August 30th 

to December 6th, 2019, some 
2,500 enterprises, encompassing 
process ing and t rade ,  b ig 
health, cross-border tourism 
and e-commerce, registered 
in the three areas of the China 
(Yunnan) Free Trade Pilot Zone.

Tavares was one of the 
first journalists from Brazil 
to pay attention to the New 
China. In 1971, he realised 
the huge potential of China, 
and published his first news 
story about China. To date, 
he has published 10 books 
and thousands of articles 
on China and has become 
a real  expert  on Chinese 
issues. Today, the 95-year-
old Tavares is still quick-
witted and an indefatigable 
writer, introducing China to 
Brazilian people.

The year 1990 was very 
special for Tavares.  That 
year, he set foot on Chinese 
soil for the first time and 

publ i shed  h is  f i r s t  book 
about China—O Despertar 
da China .  In his book he 
wrote: "The Chinese people 
h a v e  e n v i s i o n e d  t h e i r 
br ight  future .  Every day 
one can witness amazing 
development and progress in 
the country."

The way tha t  Tavares 
sees it, is that over the past 
four  decades ,  China  has 
been opening its door wider 
and wider  to  the outside 
world. In the process, China 
h a s  n o t  o n l y  d e v e l o p e d 
itself but also contributed 
to the world.  "China has 
found a  sui table  path  of 
development. This path has 

lifted hundreds of millions 
of people out of poverty and 
significantly improved their 
living standards. Facts have 
proved China's success," he 
wrote.

In 2010, in recognition 
o f  Ta v a r e s '  r e m a r k a b l e 
contributions to enhancing 
m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
between the Chinese and the 
Brazilian people, the Chinese 
government awarded him 
the Medal for Sino-Latin 
American Friendship. He 
considers it a great honour. 
"I  wil l  continue to wri te 
about China and tell China's 
stories," he said. 

(People's Daily)

BUSINESS

Yunnan estab-
lishes business 
"red and black 
list" system

To improve its business 
environment, Yunnan province 
has established a "red- and black 
list" system, to assess the business 
environment in its cities and 
prefectures. If a city or prefecture 
is on the black list three times in 
a row, its principal leaders will be 
held accountable.

Starting from the fourth quarter 
of 2019, all cities and prefectures 
in the province will be assessed in 
terms of business environment on a 
quarterly basis. The three strongest 
performers will be placed on the 
"red list" and the three weakest 
performers on the "black list".

The assessment will cover 
ten indicators. These include the 
easiness of starting a business, 
obtaining a building permit and 
registering property, access to 
electricity, water and gas (only 
applicable for cities and prefectures 
with pipeline gas supply), tax 
returns, cross-border trade (only 
applicable for cities and prefectures 
with ports of exit or entry), access 
to business credit and government 
services. These indicators are 
subject to adjustment based on the 
actual conditions.              (Xinhua)

IN-PICs

Main body of arched bridge of 
Dali-Ruili railway completed

On December 30th, 2019, 
the  China  Rai lway  18 th 

Bureau Group completed the 
main body of a 1024.2-meter-
long railway bridge over 
the Nujiang River, marking 
a major breakthrough in 
construction of the Dali-Ruili 
railway. After completion 
of the railway, a train ride 
between Dali and Ruili will 
only take about two hours. By 
comparison, driving between 
the two cities currently can 
take as long as six hours. 

(Xinhua)

Xizhou: Father and son revive 
Bai ethnic Daben ballad

"Wooden beams, pillars and 
rafters; wooden doors, windows 
and floor slabs; wooden houses 
easily catch fire, so the owners 
must not be careless…" Zhao 
Fukun sang, accompanied by a 
three-stringed instrument. He was 
wearing the traditional costume 
of the Bai ethnic group and 
singing a song about fire safety. 

Living in Xizhou, Dali Bai 
Autonomous Prefecture, Zhao 
Fukun has adapted many other 
Bai ethnic Daben ballads. By 
combining fashionable contents 
with traditional tunes, he has 
blazed a path for passing on the 
singing and story-telling art of the 
Bai ethnic group.

"Daben ballads are unique 
to the Bai ethnic group," Zhao 
Fukun said. "The balladeers tell 
stories in the Chinese language 
and sing in the Bai language."

"I can adapt the Daben 
ballads because of my father 
Zhao Piding," said Zhao Fukun. 
Modern media such as television 
and the internet have had a huge 
impact on Daben ballads, so he 
and his father had to think of a 
way to preserve this folk art.

In their village, government 
notifications and policies were 
often read out in the Chinese 
language, which was not well 
understood by the villagers. To 
solve the problem, Zhao Piding 

and his son began to convert 
some notifications and policies 
into Daben ballads. In 2016, 
when Dali City was trying to curb 
the pollution of Erhai Lake, Zhao 
Piding created two new Daben 
ballads, titled Erhai Lake of the 
Past and Protecting Erhai Lake, 
which soon became popular 
among the villagers. 

The  Ba i  e thn ic  g roup 
traditionally celebrates the Gwer 
Sa La Festival with Daben 
ballads. In 2008, after this festival 
became a Chinese national 
intangible cultural heritage, Zhao 
Piding was designated as its 
representative successor.

                              (Xinhua)

NEW ECONOMY

"Night economy" lights up Dianchi Lake
Dianchi Lake in Kunming 

is buzzing with life, even at 
night. You can join in evening 
jogging, shop at the night 
market and sample all sorts 
of delicacies. In early 2020, 
a series of activities have 
further lightened up the local 
"night economy" and enriched 
the life of the citizens. 

At 7:30 P.M., Haigeng 
Park by Dianchi Lake offers a 
lively scene. Evening joggers 
are ready to go, colourful 
lights are flashing at the night 
market and nearly 100 people 
are watching the "changing 

faces" show on the stage and 
taking pictures with their 
mobile phones.

"I read about these activities 
online, so I came here for a look," 
said Zhao Wei, a tourist from 
Chengdu, Sichuan. This is his first 
visit to Kunming, and he considers 
Haigeng Park a must-visit.

In addition to entertainment 
and cultural experiences, 
delicacies are an integral part 
of the night life by Dianchi 
Lake. In Haigeng Park, the 
Night Pearl Food Street is 
lined with snack shops selling 
Dai-style pounded chicken 

feet, yellow pea noodles and 
barbecued skewers.

The  "n igh t  economy" 
s h o w s  t h a t  p e o p l e  f e e l 
s a f e  i n  t he  c i t y  and  a r e 
ready to spend. According 
to  Professor  Li  Qingle i , 
deputy dean of the Tourism 
Industry Research Institute of 
Yunnan Normal University, 
b o o s t i n g  c o n s u m p t i o n 
is  key to  developing the 
" n i g h t  e c o n o m y " ,  a n d 
Yunnan should explore the 
development of more night 
economy highlights with local 
characteristics.（Xinhua）

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Huize: Relocated villagers 
live a better life

This winter, 159 households 
f r o m  s i x  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e 
Baoyun Subdistrict, northeast 
Yunnan's Huize County, were 
relocated from the inhospitable 
mountainous area. The 636 
villagers have become the first 
residents to settle in Phase 
I I  of  the  Huize New City 
Poverty Alleviation Relocation 
Apartments.

Li Fenying, 73, could not 
help but sing of this new life, 
"It is good to move to the new 
city, where young people can 
find jobs, children can study 
at school, the elderly have 
enough to eat, and everyone is 
living a happy life..." The other 
residents warmly applauded the 
melodious singing.

Mountainous areas account 
for 95.7 percent of Huize. In the 
county, about 380,000 people 
live in remote, rocky, high 
and cold mountainous areas, 
some of them in areas at risk of 
landslides and mud-rock flows. 
Among them, 122,500 people 
in 42,000 households live in 
poverty. It is a great challenge 
to lift them out of poverty. 

Huize County has been 

r e loca t ing  d i sadvan taged 
people  f rom inhosp i tab le 
areas as an important strategy 
toward poverty alleviation. 
From 2016 to 2020, according 
to Tan Lihua, party secretary 
of the county, Huize will build 
125 relocation sites to relocate 
105,068 people. These include 
83,627 registered disadvantaged 
people .  So far,  Huize has 
already built 119 relocation 
sites in various townships and 
has relocated 23,811 people.

In Huize New City, our 
reporter saw some relocated 
people working on construction 
sites.  Others were making 
c l o t h e s  i n  w o r k s h o p s , 
cultivating strawberries at 
the planting base, and some 
were attending employability 
training sessions. Children 
were studying at nearby schools 
and old people were enjoying 
themselves in the cultural 
square.             

(Xinhua)


