
Statistics from the Yunnan Provincial Poverty Relief 
Office show that the province lifted 1.368 million people 
and 3,005 villages out of poverty in 2019. This effectively 
brings down the poverty headcount ratio to 1.32 percent.
The province has achieved that the basic living needs of 
rural poor populations are met and that they have access 
to compulsory education, basic medical services and 
housing. 

Yunnan has significantly improved the quality of 
poverty alleviation. From 2015 to 2019, the proportion 
of the province's registered poor people with a minimum 
annual net income of 5,000 yuan (US$711.69) has 
increased from 5 percent to 90.6 percent. Of these, the 
proportion that gained income through the industries has 
risen from 4.5 percent to 93.6 percent. The proportion of 
people with stable employment has also increased, from 
9.2 percent to 55.1 percent.

Likewise, Yunnan has assisted poor regions shake off 
poverty as a whole. In the province's poor areas, the per 
capita net income of farmers has risen from 2744.43 yuan 
(US$390.64) in 2015 to 9294.49 yuan (US$1,322.96) in 
2019. The poverty headcount ratio in eight autonomous 
prefectures and 29 autonomous counties has dropped 
from 10.58 percent and 12.17 percent in 2015, to 0.86 
percent and 0.53 percent in 2019.

According to Huang Yunbo, director of the Yunnan 
Provincial Poverty Relief Office, the province has reduced 
the numbers of registered poor people, villages and 
counties in 2019 by 95 percent, 95 percent and 92 percent, 
respectively. Yunnan’s progress of poverty alleviation 
matches that of the  country as a whole. (Xinhua)
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On Feb. 25, workers are busy on the production line of a shoe factory in Handan, Hebei province. (Xinhua)

XI’S REMARKS

The prevention and control of the disease has 
reached a critical period. China will continue to fight 
the outbreak with strong measures and at the same time 
make efforts to ease its impact.

——From Chinese  President  Xi  Jinping's 
conversation over a phone call with UK Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson on Feb. 18

VOICE

China’s fight against 
COVID-19: A sense of re-
sponsibility to the world

FOCUS

China still confident regarding development
Editor's note

The COVID-19 has 
brought an impact and 
multiple challenges to the 
Chinese economy, however 
China will  continue to 
develop. Over the past 40 
years of reform and opening 
up, China has built a solid 
material and technological 
foundation.  With huge 
market potential and resilient 
development, China has an 
abundance of confidence, 
capabilities and resources to 
deal with the impacts. China's 
economic fundament and 
long-term positive trends will 
remain on track despite of the 
current epidemic.

When work on the production 
line of Shenzhen Fuhuihong 
Electronic Technology Co Ltd 
resumed, it commenced operating 
at full pace. Injection moulding, 
surface finishing, assembling, 
test ing——everything was 
running smoothly. On the very 
first day, 1,500 cleaning robots 
rolled off the production lines and 
were delivered to the warehouse, 
ready to fulfill the orders coming 
in from domestic and overseas 
markets.

"Thanks to tracking customer 
needs, as well as rapid product 
innovation and iteration, our 
products are highly popular. 
So far, we have received more 

orders as compared to the same 
period last year," said Wei Tao, 
the director of operations of the 
company.

Fuhuihong used to be a 
contract manufacturer, but now it 
boasts its own brand. The secret 
lies in independent research and 
development. "The next step we 
will take is to further strengthen 
our technological innovation 
and to continue to expand 
production," Wei confidently 
stated.

The story of Fuhuihong is 
the epitome of China's economic 
resilience and vast potential. 
China holds its ground and is 
running its own affairs well, 

with increasing confidence in its 
development.

This confidence stems from 
its solid economic foundation.
In 2019, China's GDP reached 
99.0865 trillion yuan ($14.4 
trillion), with its per capita GDP 
exceeding US$10,000 and its 
contribution to global economic 
growth exceeding 30 percent. As 
its economy continues to expand, 
the country is exhibiting ever 
greater economic resilience and 
development.

China's confidence comes 
from its constant transformation 
and upgrading of the industries 
The service industry currently 
contributes 59.4 percent to the 

country's economic growth. In 
the equipment manufacturing 
and high-tech industry, value-
added growth is considerable 
as compared to larger industrial 
enterprises above designated size. 
The two industries respectively 
account for 32.5 percent and 
14.4 percent of growth of the 
larger industrial enterprises 
sector. The continuing upgrade 
of industrial structures is another 
factor that promotes high-quality 
development.

China's confidence comes 
from its vast market and the 
potential of domestic demand.
China boasts a market of 1.4 
billion people and the world's 

largest middle class. Domestic 
demand contributes nearly 
90 percent to its economic 
growth.

China's confidence comes 
from the limitless dividends 
of reforms and opening-up. 
In 2019 China advanced its 
business environment ranking 
to the 31st place in the world. It 
achieved this by deepening the 
reforms designed to delegate 
powers, improve regulation 
and provide better services. 
Progress in fiscal and tax 
reforms reduced taxes and fees 
by more than 2.3 trillion yuan. 
The exploration of a range of 
international markets increased 
the country's combined volume 
of imports and exports to 31.5 
trillion yuan, meaning that 
China will likely rank first in 
the world for a third consecutive 
year. Through attracting more 
foreign investment, against the 
backdrop of the global economic 
slowdown, China utilised a 
record high 941.5 billion yuan  
of overseas investment, a year-
on-year increase of 5.8 percent.

According to Ning Jizhe, 
head of the National Bureau of 
Statistics of China, the Chinese 
economy has broken new 
ground despite all obstacles 
and has now arrived at a new 
starting point. "This year we will 
continue to advance with high-
quality economic development" 
he said. 

(People's Daily Overseas 
Edition)

At this critical time in fighting 
the coronavirus, I would like to 
express my genuine and deep 
sympathy for the people of China, 
and to pray for final victory over 
the deadly disease. So many 
innocent people have lost their 
lives; so many families have lost 
their loved ones.

U n d e r  t h o s e  e x t r e m e 
circumstances herewith I would 
like to share with people of China 
my utmost profound respect and 
admiration. I'm proud that today 
Chinese nation is united as never 
before at the front line of global 
defense against the deadly disease.

Since the coronavirus 
outbreak, the whole country 
has been mobilized to fight the 
disease, made all necessary 
deployments, implemented 
unprecedented prevention and 
control measures to stop the 
spread of disease. The speed, 
intensity and coverage of China's 
response have been truly unique.

The country's nationwide 
efforts in fighting the coronavirus 
demonstrate the country's 
capability, strength and confidence 
in defeating the outbreak and its 
sense of staunch responsibility to 
the world.

Although the virus first 
appeared in China, it is not a 
national virus. Outbreak of the 
virus could happen anywhere on 
the planet. The disease doesn't 
recognize borders, regulations 
or rules, political or economic 
arrangements. 

The disease is the public enemy 
of all people around the world. It 
has now become the major test of 

the wisdom and capability of the 
international community to prevent 
and control the outbreak.

It was again a clear proof 
that in the era of globalization, 
all human beings are living in a 
small global settlement where 
they share the same wellbeing and 
obligations.

By endorsing the idea of 
building a community with 
a shared future for mankind, 
China now is not only taking 
responsibility for the safety 
and health of its people, but 
also committed to the cause of 
safeguarding international public 
health. In this invisible "war" with 
the coronavirus where no weapons 
are used, the entire world has 
become a small community of 
common destiny.

The new coronavirus outbreak 
once again reminded us that the 
unilateral approach, nationalism 
and protectionism which are not 
in line with the interests of our 
world will not work in the era of 
globalization.

Ignorance, prejudices, or selfish 
practices that disregard the interests 
of others will not be able to secure 
safety of people. Cooperation, 
solidarity and coordinated efforts 
are the only routes to protect the 
interests of the mankind.

(The author is Djoomart 
Otorbaevm, the former prime 
minister of the Kyrgyz Republic 
and a distinguished professor 
of the Belt and Road School of 
Beijing Normal University. This 
article was originally published 
on CGTN website. Here it is 
editied for use) 

EXPATS IN YUNNAN

Nashir from 
Bangladesh: 
I stand with 
my Chinese 

friends
 Having been living 

in Kunming for 7 years, 
Nashir from Bangladesh 
can almost be called an 
"old Kunming person". 
Currently, he is a PhD 
student  at  the Yunnan 
University, and also the 
CEO of a Kunming-based 
company specializing on 
cross-border e-commerce 
consultancy. 

He has been focusing 
on setting up a specific 
online platform which 
can bring organic farmers 
i n  Yunnan  and  Sou th 
a n d  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a 
together, and make the 
trade of fruits and other 
ag r i cu l tu ra l  p roduc t s 
between countries easier.

Unfor tunate ly,  due 
to the outbreak of novel 
coronavirus this t ime, 
most private companies  
i n  Yunnan  have  been 
shu t  down.  However, 
instead of  going back 
to Bangladesh, Nashir 
decides to stay here in 
Kunming. 

“I go to Walmart twice 
a  week  for  shopping , 
and get takeaways from 
the Salvador's when I'm 
not  cooking.  Yes ,  the 
Salvador's has already 
opened. It is my Chinese 
friends who inspire me 
and give me confidence to 
stay in Kunming.”

“I believe we can get 
all these through. Jiayou 
Wuhan, jiayou China! ”

(Yunnan Gateway)

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

IN-PICS

C r e a t i n g  n o n -
agricultural employment 
opportunities for the 
surplus rural workforce 
is an important means 
of poverty alleviation. 
In the fight against the 
COVID-19 epidemic, 
Yu n n a n  p ro v i n c e 
has  taken several 
measures to secure 
non-agricultural jobs 
for rural people. These 
include providing online 
recruitment services 
and organizing buses 
and trains for migrant 
workers to return to their 
posts in the cities. As of 
February 20, 3.2896 

million rural workers in 
the province have found 
work in non-agricultural 
sectors. This photo was 
taken on the afternoon 
of February 19. It 
shows that migrant 
workers from Yunnan 
were stepping out of 
a chartered plane 
wh ich  a r r i ved  i n 
Jinjiang international 
airport, east China’s 
Fujian Province on the 
same day. The plane 
tooks off from west 
Yunnan’s  Mangshi 
airport, carrying 101 
m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s . 

             (Xinhua)

PAIRING UP SUPPORT

People nationwide come together to help Wuhan
Sun Chunxuan ,  a  male 

nurse from Jiangsu province, 
volunteered to go to Wuhan 
when he heard that the Jiangsu 
government was recruiting 
local medical staff members to 
support the stricken city.

He even postponed his 
wedd ing  a f t e r  d i scuss ing 
the matter with his fiancee, 
a doctor who runs a clinical 
laboratory at a hospital. In 
turn, she volunteered to work 
at fever clinics in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu's capital.

"We have no regrets about 
our decision. We will marry 
when I return home after our 
victory," Sun said.

Sun is not alone. By now, 
more than 38,000 medical 
worker from other provinces, 
municipalities and autonomous 
r eg ions  hve  jo ined  those 
in Hubei to fight the novel 
coronavirus

In  add i t ion  to  medica l 
s t a f f  m e m b e r s ,  h u n d r e d s 
of thousands of people are 
actively seeking ways to make 
a contribution, either on the 
front line or through donations 
of money, food, face masks 
and other items, either from 
their homes or workplaces.

Cao Yinxiu,  a  47-year-

old senitation worker who 
has worked in the sector for 
12 years, has volunteered to 
help clean local hospials on 
Jan. 28, together with her 44 
colleagues. 

C a o  s a i d  s h e  a n d  h e r 
colleagues were well-prepared 
f o r  t h e  t a s k .  " I f  t h e r e ' s 
anything I can do to help, I 
will certainly try," she said.

When he heard about the 
spread of the coronavirus, 
Muhammad Usman Janjua, 
Pakistan-born and 29-year-old, 
who lectures in clinical internal 
medicine at Changsha Medical 
University in Hunan province, 
wrote to the authorities and 
asked for permission to join 
the fight in Wuhan.

"It is a doctor's duty and 
mission to heal the wounded 
and assist  the dying. I  am 
still awaiting approval. If I 
cannot go to Wuhan, I will do 
my best to help the hospital 
in Changsha and the students 
at the university, and give a 
professional interpretation of 
the virus and psychological 
c o u n s e l i n g  t o  o v e r s e a s 
students," he said.

Ear l i e r,  peop le  f rom a 
mountain village in Yunnan 
province  donated  22  tons 

Yunnan lifted 1.368 million 
people out of poverty in 2019

o f  b a n a n a s  t o  W u h a n , 
with hundreds of residents 
transporting the fruit down 
the mountain on motorcycles. 
Moreover, many truck drivers 
have  suppor ted  Hubei  by 
delivering necessities such as 
food from other areas to places 
hit by the epidemic.

Doctors, nurses, teachers, 
sanitation workers, farmers, 
truck drivers and construction 
w o r k e r s :  T h o s e  g r o u p s 
and others  have a l l  made 
concerted efforts to support 
the people of Hubei. By Feb 1, 

Hubei Province had received 
donations of about 7 billion 
yuan ($1 billion), according to 
the local government.

A s  o f  F e b  7 ,  c e n t r a l 
government departments, along 
with other provinces and cities, 
had provided more than 10 million 
items of medical equipment for 
Hubei, while private individuals 
from all walks of life had donated 
more than 10 million pieces of 
protective medical equipment to 
help the province in its fight against 
the virus. 

(China Daily)

Medical equipment donated by Yunnan province arrives at Tongshan 
County People's Hospital, Xianning City, Hubei province on Feb. 18. 
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